ISNEG BUILDINGS
MORICE: VANOVERBERGH
Bauco, Mountain Province, Philippines
FOUR PLATES
In the following pages I shall try to describe as accurately
as possible both a typical Isneg! house or baldy* and 2 typical
Isneg granary or dlari. To either of these descriptions I shall
append a few notes on buildings that serve the same general
purpose either of habitation and shelter or of storage, but are
more or less different in construction. I shall conclude this
paper with a relation of the Isneg customs that refer to the
above topics.
THE ISNEG HOUSE

Here follows a detailed description of the house or baldy
of a native of Abbil (Figs. 1 and 2). Itis a fair representative
of the ordinary Isneg dwellings that are found all over Apayaw.

The house is raised on posts, and consequently there is an
open space underneath, where the only obstructions are the
aforementioned posts: this open space is called linéii or sidui,
and it is not high enough to allow a person to stand erect
under the floor of the house.

The lower part of a post, which is buried in the ground, is
usually left untouched; the rest is slightly whittled from below
upwards (magtardt), and, in the case of the six principal posts
of the house (the adizi), the surface is made as smooth as
possible, o that the part of the post that is visible above ground,
more especially what is inside the house, is round or almost so.

The posts are fifteen in number (Fig. 3), and all of them,
except: one, the atobt6bo, are mortised at the top (Fig. 4) for the
reception of a beam: such mortises are called sindy.

Eight of these posts, the sifii¢, do not reach higher than the
floor, and usually very little time is spent in trimming them,

“The Tsneg inhabit Apayaw, a subprovince of the Mountain Province,
Luzon.

*Key to pronunciation: a as in bAr; @ the same, but long; 4 s in
CcAt; ¢ as in bEt; & as AT in IAIr; i os in £Ish; 7 0s EA in dEAT;
0 0s in cO; 3 as in OId; 6 as in hOrse; 6 the same, but long; w as in
£UIL;  as 00 in g00d; z as H in Horse.
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a5 nothing of them is visible in the siddg or undg (inside of the
house; outside: fsi) - o

Six of these siiit, threo by thres, are mortised fnfo two
girders or summers (anadiziyén), Which support the floor

beams which support the walling) at the end of the annex
(tardkip), as an ordinary Isneg house consists of two parts,
without any intervening wall: the house proper and a small
addition or annex at the left end (kasizidan or sizidan) of the
house (Fig. 5).

"The other seven pasts are called adizi, Six of them, three by
three, are mortised into the two ampdkin (or tiebeams that
run lengthwise). Two of these odizi, namely the central ones,
are called takildy and are 2 little taller than the four corner posts
(a corner, not the post, is called siyi- or, sometimes, siko), so
that their mortises or sindy are correspondingly deeper.

The seventh adizi, which also bears a special name (atobtdbo,
tobtobo or anobtsbo), is usually much more slender than the
others and is situated outside (Figs. 2, 3, and 5), at the right
end of the house. It supports one end of the ridgepole, but is
not mortised at the top.

All bulky pieces of timber, whether posts or beams, are called
by the general name of dinampig. The edge at both ends of a
piece of timber (whether a dinampig or not) or bamboo is called
borrdw (Figs. 6 and 7).

1f a beam is somewhat longer than necessary, the Isneg rarely
cut off the superfluous part; they usually leave it projecting into
space. These odd parts, called palorisawdy, detract consider-
ably from the elegance of the building.

In an Isneg house the floor is entirely independent from the
adizi or tall posts and from the upper part of the frame.

The two girders or summers (aradiziydn) into which are
mortised the six siit, or short posts, three siiit to one girder,
are about one inch thick, and they run all under the floor length-
wise, supporting eleven floor joists or toldég (Fig. 8). These
toldég (Fig. 9) vary in thickness between one and two inches;
they are more or less boat-shaped and run crosswise over the
two girders (afiadixiydn), into which they are mortised.

Girders, floor joists, and, in general, all Torizontal pieces of
timber whose breadth is greater than their thickness, almost
always stand on end in Isneg constructions.
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Each of the eleven tolddg or floor joists is mortised at both
i!;‘ds s\)xch a mortise (in this case: 1% inches) is called am'nwd

ig. 9).

Over these eleven floor joists run two beams (parallel to the
wradiziyin or girders) that fit in their mortises or ammdd at
both ends. These two beams, which are called tdpi, project above
the flooring inside the house and run lengthwise inside the adizi
or tall posts (Figs. 8 and 11).

These two tdpi (Fig. 10) are mortised thrice. In the mortise
of the end next to the annex, and in the mortise next to the
post at the other end, are inserted two beams, also called #dpi,
that run breadthwise (Fig. 11) : these latter ¢dpi form the coun-
terpart of the two #dpi just mentioned, and they also project
above the flooring, but, instead cI running inside the adizi or
tall posts, they remain at the outsic

In the second of the two momses at one end of the first-
mentioned tdpi, namely in the outer one, is fixed the first of
the agnddan (sometimes called agansaddn), a beam, 1’ x 27,
that supports the walling of the house at the end next to the
atobtdbo-post (Figs. 10-11). This beam is 16’ 4” long, which
corresponds to the breadth (séba or, sometimes, pabbdg) of the
house, at the outside.

This agnddan is mortised twice at both ends (Fig. 12) in
order to receive the two tenons or béto (Fig. 13) of the two
corresponding beams, 1’ x 2”, which run lengthwise and support
the walling at both sides of the house, in front and behind.
These two beams, also called agnddan, are 24’ 2” long, which
corresponds to the length or padiirot (sometimes called pdsit) of
the house, at the outside, including the annex, which measures
3’ 11” at the inside.

As they pass near the adixi or tall posts, at the outside, these
two last-mentioned agnddan are supported by thick wooden
pegs or pdwat (sometimes called pdliy, the same as in Iloko),
stuck, one each, into the posts (Fig. 11). At the left end
these same agnddan rest in the mortises of the siriit or short
posts of the annex. Here they are mortised twice (Fig. 14)
in oxder to receive the fourth agnidan (Figs. 11 and 16), which
supports the walling of the annex.

This fourth agnidan (Fig. 15) rests upon the hoat-shaped
Jower tenons of the two agndden that run lengthwise, and is
provided with two mortises, one at each end, in which are
thrust the upper tenons or boto of the same two agnddan.
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As may be inferred from the above, the floor proper, 15’
67 x 10’ 67, is surrounded on three sides (Fig. 11) by a narrow
platform or tamdyort, 1/ 17 broad, that is projecting above the
level of the floor. When the Isneg is sleeping or lying down,
he rests on the floor with his head toward the wall, using the
raised platform for a pillow, and his feet toward the center
of the house.

The tdpi-beam that runs breadthwise next to the annex, is
usnally much broader than the corresponding one at the other
end, and, consequently, the floor of the annex is often con-
siderably higher than that of the tamdyoii, or narrow platform
that projects above the floor proper.

These are what we have at the height of the floor:

6 short posts (sfiit) for the floor.

2 girders running lengthwise (asadiziydn).

11 boat-shaped floor joists (tolddg).

2 beams running lengthwise (tdpi

2 beams (the one between the annex and the floor proper being
higher or broader than the other) running breadthwise (tdpi).
‘These 4 tdpi surround the floor proper on all sides and separate
it from the raised platform (tamiyoii) and from the annex

(tardkip).
1 beam running breadthwise at the right (ognidan).
2 short posts (sfiit) for the amnex.
2 beams running lengthwise (agnddan) aud resting, at one end,
on the two (sfiiit) of the annex.
1 beam running breadthwise at the left (agnddan).
These 4 agnddan support the walling all around the house, in-
cluding the annex.
The upper surface of the four agnddan is provided with
a rabbet or rebate (falwidsii), which receives the walling
(diridit), namely: the lower ends of the boards (dabbi or
dimbi) which stand upright. These boards are merely jux-
taposed, and their upper ends are received by the rabbet
(taluwidsii) of the azéran or upper beams, that correspond
to the agnddan below, and will be described in due time. In
some districts, the upper rabbet is called ammédrondn, in others,
both rabbets are called by that name.
The outside of the wall is called silib or, sometimes, pa-bit.
The height of the wall, which almost corresponds to the
length of the boards, is 8’ 5”7, and the boards, % inch thick,
vary in breadth between 8” and 1’ 7”.
Here and there one of the boards of the walling is missing
or, rather, two boards are kept separated by a narrow open
space: these openings constitute the windows or lalamddwan
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(sometimes called sosoktin), except, in front, at the extreme
et of the house proper, next to the annex, where suth oo
opening, generally larger than the others, constitutes tho dogy
or sagiydridn. This door usually opens partly on the tamdyer
ov vaised platform and partly on the floor of the amuey
Access to it is gained by the ladder or agdan,

The windows are generally three, which correspond to the
number of saldd—(section of a wall between two of thy six
odizi or tall posts) less two: the saldi—with the door and
the one next to which the hearth is situated. Occasionally
a fourth window is allowed in the wall of the amnex.

Exactly in the same way as the si, or short posts support,
the wiadiziyin o girders (three sifit to one afadiziydn),
the adizi or tall posts support the ampdfin or ticheams (thres
odizi to one ampilan). Each ampékin, 1%’ x 97, is mortised
at both ends (as in Fig. 16, except that ¢ and b are of the
same breadth). These moxtises receive the sakkdr or ticbeams
that run breadthiwise, 134" x 9, whose ends project beyond the
ampikin. These sakkir, one at each end of the house proper,
are also mortised at both ends, but here the mortisos are
much deeper than those of the ampilin, so that a simple tenon
is left at the lower part (Fig. 16). A fifth ticheam, also
called sakisdr, runs breadthwise over the center of the house
proper, from one central post or takildy to the other, and rests
at both ends both on the ampdkan or ticheams that run length.
wise and on the top of the takildy-posts. This third sakldr
has neither mortise nor tenon.

Any place where one piece of timber supports another one
without mortise or tenon, for instance, where the third sakidr
(or fifth tieheam) rests on the ampdkin, is called santdzan,

Two other beams, 1’ x 2”, now come to rest into the mortise
or yather upon the tenons (Fig. 16) of the two outer salkdr
(not the central one, which has no mortise). Both these beams
run lengthwise from one end of the house to the other, includ-
ing the annex, and end in a tenon (Fig. 17). These are the
axérin, and their lower surfaces are provided with a rabbet,
in order to receive the upper end of the boards of the wall,
Tach of these azérdn obtains a supplementary support from
a peg that passes through it and is fixed in the central adizi
o talildy-post, almost on a level with the central sakkdr.

The tenons of these azérin (Fig. 17) are inserted into the
mortises of the other aadrin (Fig. 18) that run breadthwise
and are also provided with a rabbet, in order to receive the

si20—s
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upper ends of the boards of the wall next to the atobtébo-post
and of the wall of the annex.

As the four azéran are less broad than the sakkdr or tiebeams
that run breadthwise, they remain almost on' the same level
as the latter.

These are what we have at the height of the tiebeams:

6 tall posts (adézi) : 4 corner posts and 2 takildy.
2 tieheams running lengthwise (ampdkin).

3 ticheams running breadthwise (sakkir).

2 beams running breadthwise (azéran).

2 beams runsing brendthwise (axéran).

The walls are limited by the agnddan, below, and by the azé-
rin, above: their beams and boards get no support from any of
the posts, whether siiiit or adixi, except indirectly through
other pieces of timber.

The depth of the rabbet in the azérin or upper beam of the
wall, considerably exceeds what is necessary for the reception
of the upper end of the boards that constitute the walling:
this is to allow the latter to be lifted up and taken out without
difficulty, as they remain completely loose, being neither nailed
nor tied to any part of the building. In this way, by taking
out one or more boards of one or more of the walls, the
house may look like an open balcony or a roofed platform.

Let us now consider the roof or atdp (aza-pin or aga-pin:
place of the roof). Fourteen feet and four inches above the
floor (datdg or zassardn) proper is to be found the ridgepole
or talabdwan, which consists in a narrow and comparatively
thin beam, that rests with its broadest side (instead of standing
on end) on tivo supports, namely: the atob¢dbo-post, mentioned
before, and the king-post (paitid or patima). The upper
ends of both these supports are slightly whittled and pierce the
ridgepole.

The king-post rests on the fifth tiebeam or third sakledr,
between the two central adizi-posts or takildy: it resembles a
turned bedpost or leg of a table, and is cut out in a fanciful
way up to two thirds of its height from beneath.

On either side of the king-post, there is a supplementary
post (Fig. 19), a kind of queen-post, also called paiitid, that
rests on the same sekkdr or tiebeam and reaches the central
purlin (one out of three). Both these queen-posts consist
in a small board which faces the king-post. They are notched
very elaborately (Figs. 19 and 20), although not quite regularly,
all along the edges on both sides.
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A similar queen-post (a single one) rests on the outer
sakkdr or tiebeam that runs breadthwise, next to the atobtébo-
post: it is situated between this post and the front of the
house, and has no equivalent at the other side (Fig. 22).

Across the king-post run three pieces of timber (s6kar),
a kind of straining pieces, one above the other: their ends
reach the three purlins of the roof on either side. They run
parallel to the third sukkdr or central tiebeam that runs
breadthwise, but only the two lower ones come in contact with
the queen-posts (Fig. 21).

A similar combination of straining pieces or skar runs
above and parallel to the outer sakkdr or tiebeam that runs
breadthwise next to the atobtébo-post (Fig. 22).

Both sets of straining pieces or sékar consist of small beams,
except the upper sokar of the outer truss (Fig. 22, ¢), which
is simply a round stick.

The upper sékar of the central truss (Fig. 21, c) merely
touches the king-post, while the central one (d) is perforated
by the king-post and the lower one (e) pierces the king-post.

The queen-posts (two in the central truss and one in the
outer truss) are pierced by the lower sékar (Figs. 21 and 22, ¢).

The central sékar of the central truss (Fig. 21, d), which is
perforated by the king-post, is very peculiar. It consists in
a rather bulky piece of timber, whose central part, which
corresponds to one-third of its length, is much broader than
the rest; the two remaining parts, one at each end, taper off
until they reach the purlins, where their breadth is diminished
by about one-half. Both lateral surfaces are ornamented with
carved lines: one crocked line alternates with three consecu-
tive straight ones, both the line next to the king-post and
the last line of the series being crooked ones in either direction
(Fig. 23).

The rafters, about 3” broad, are of two kinds: fifteen
taddwag or thin pliable boards and seventeen baddy or solid
rattan stems, at either side of the roof. At one end they
rest on the ridgepole, and at the other end they join the
axérin or upper beam of the wall. The central faddwag or
wooden rafter is situated above the central ticheam or third
salkkér and is a little broader than the others. Between each
taddwag or wooden rafter there is a space of about 11 inches,
the center of which is occupied by one of the baddy or rattan
rafters: consequently the latter alternate with the taddwag.
The last rafter at both ends, next to the annex and at the
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opposite end, is 2 rattan one or baddy, and a supplementary
sottan vafter (baddy) is situated between the walling of the
gable and the edge of the roof, in front of Fhe atobtibo-
Dost: this supplementary rafter is not visible inside the house.

‘Each rafter rests on three purlins or irat, that run 2ll along
the Toof, between the ridgepole and the awérin or upper beam
of the wall, all these pieces being at about the same distance
from one another.

The two outer purlins or irdt consist in & thin narrow beam,
while the central one, also called aldsip, is much thicker and
irregularly hexagonal: one of its sides, by far the largest,
faces the rafters, and the other five are visible inside the
house (Fig. 24).

All purlins end in a tenon (Fig. 25), which protrudes outside,
after it has passed through a mortise practised in the pa-gér
or board that runs all along the roof, outside the gable, and
that will he described presently.

Tn some houses, there are four purlins, all of the same size:
these are called paldn.

Canes of bamboo grass (bassdw, Miscantlus sinensis Andr.)
are tied crosswise over the rafters: they are close together
and form the rdrat, a kind of ceiling that prevents the thatch
from being visible inside the house. Over this covering of
canes or rirat is placed a large amount of layers (adé-; one
layer: taadé-) of cogon grass, which form the real roofing
and cover everything, the ridge (boboi; ridging; bobostdn
included. " Even the two ends of the ridgepole or talabdwan
are completely hidden under the cogon grass of the ridge.
Either end of the ridgepole together with its covering of
thatch is called piyori-6, and the upper corner of the gable,
namely the opening under the piyori-6 through which the
smoke escapes, is called tabdsidn.

The dubd or gable (agduhadn: place of the gable), at the
end of the house opposite to the annex, is ogival in form,
partly open and partly covered (Figs. 2 and 25). All along
the border of the gable we find the pa-gér, which consists of
thick boards that run from the lower edge of the axérin
(upper beams of the wall) up to the ridgepole.

This pa-gér is provided on each side with four or five mor-
tises, through which project four or five corresponding tenons;
besides, it is cut out twice on hoth sides, in order to give room
to corresponding beams. The lowest tenon on either side
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belongs to the azérin (upper beam of the wall) that runs
lengthwise: this tenon (Fig. 17) passes first through the azéran
that runs breadthwise (Fig. 18) and then through the Di-ger;
after which the lower end of the outside baddy or rattan rafter
is attached to it. The other three or four tenons, on both sides,
belong to the corresponding purlins. The parts of the pi~ger
that are cut out, are filled up with the ends of two beams that
keep in place the walling of the gable and correspond in every
detail to the agnddan (lower beam) and the azérdn (upper
beam) of the house wall: here, however, they are both called
axérin,

The space between these two beams or azérin of the gable is
filled up with boards that are arranged in the same way as
those of the walling of the house. The space between the upper
beam and the top of the gable is left open.

The atobtibo-post, which supports the end of the ridgepole at
the gable, remains outside the house from the ground up to the
Jower edge of the lower awérin of the gable (Figs. 2 and 25).
At this point it enters the house and remains invisible at the
outside, until it reaches the open space between the upper azéran
of the gable and the apex of the pu-gér. Consequently the
walling of the gable end of the house is situated inside the
atobtdbo-post, while the falling of the gable is situated outside.

At the opposite end of the house (Fig. 1), the annex is
covered with a lean-to roof, and the only part of the gable that
projects above it is the one that corresponds to the open space or
tabistian of the complete gable next to the atobtdbo-post, Here,
however, it is not open, but covered with cogon grass, which is
pressed between a close set of canes of bamboo grass, at the
inside, and a frame made of the same material, at the outside.
This frame (Fig. 26) consists of a certain amount of canes
placed in a slanting position and crossing one another, one by
one, with plenty of space between, and of two pairs of canes
that run horizontally across the former.

The rafters of the lean-to roof rest on three purlins and on
the azéran (upper beam of the wall) of the annex. These
purlins correspond to those of the house proper, and are similar
to them, except the central one which is much thicker in the
niiddle than on either side (Fig. 27) and whose free rounded
surface is profusely carved (Fig. 28).

On both sides of the annex the principal roof is continued
until it reaches -the lean-to roof. Two small beams serve for
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purlins: they correspond to the two lower purlins of the prin-
cipal roof. N . )
Single thick boards run in a continuous series, the ba‘laday,
a1l around the house, under the eaves (aribiiyan or ribiyan),
except of course at the gable end, on the right, next to the
atobtdbo-post, where we have the pa-gér. The inner surface
of these boards is applied to the projecting part of the roof,
outside the walls, and their upper side touches three of the
quéran or upper beams of the wall, namely: the two that Tun
lengthwise and the azéran of the annex that runs breadthwise.
Where the ends of these boards meet, they are merely jux-
taposed, not jointed.
Let us now come down to the floor (datdg or zassardn) .
All across the eleven boat-shaped floor joists (toldég) are
placed thirty-one talazdtag, laths of wood or of palma brava
(balldst), 2” broad by a little over 17 thick, at a distance of
about 2 inches from one another. Over these talazdtag i3
spread a kind of mat, which is made either from solid rattan
(uwiy) stems or, more commonly, from canes of bamboo grass,
tied together by means of strips of rattan (takdd; ties that are
not used for flooring are called zdlut). This mat, the real datdg
or zassarin, remains free throughout and can be lifted up at
will, eg. when the inmates want to expectorate, efc.; most of
the dirt, however, falls through the interstices, and there is no
necessity of removing the mat. Besides, in the generality of
Isneg houses, the datdg consists of several sections, which are
independent from one another and can be removed separately.
The same arrangement of laths and matting is to be found on
the tamsiyo or raised platform that surrounds the floor proper
on three sides. Here, however, the talaxdtag-laths are much
more elaborate, their lower surface being raised in the middle
into a kind of knob (Fig. 29), and they are about 7 inches dis-
tant from one another; at one end they ave laid down in little
mortises cut into the tdpi-beams (Fig. 30), and at the other
end they are stuck into the agnddan or lower beam of the wall.
Next to an adizi or tall post, the matting of the tamziyor is
replaced by a little board, called balddag (like the boards under
the eaves) ; each of these boards is cut out circularly on the side
that meets the post in question (Fig. 81). A single entire
baldday is placed over the tamdyort in front of the atobi6bo-
post. This one has not to be cut as no post interferes; but a
second small rectangular board connects it with the atobt6bo-
post: this latter hoard is situated at a slightly higher level than
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the first one, and it is pierced at one end by the atobtsbo-post
itself (Fig. 32). i

The pad-6 or floor of the annex is similar to that of the
ain floor.  Here the ordinary talazdtag-laths rest at one end 1,
mortises cut into the projecting part of the agnddan-beam that
supports the walling of the annex (Figs. 33 and 34), and at the
other end in little mortises cut into the tpi-beam (Fig. 30),

Any part of the floor where the matting is lacking and,

where the talazdtag-laths are plainly visible, is
called sali-idt.

The part of the main floor which is situated next to the post
that faces the door, is reserved for the hearth or dapdg; the
latter is square and is surrounded by four small beams (dali-
it or puzdro). The hearth proper consists of layers of leaves
(of the banana or of zimziberaceous plants) covered with sand
or clay, in the center of which three stones (fazdr) are fixed
in such a way as to be able to support cooking utensils,

Fuel is stored somewhere on the floor next to the hearth; the
place where it is kept is called agsidilan.

A three-storied platform is suspended over the hearth. Its
Tower story is called agsapandn or palesdn, and consists of two
(sometimes four, forming a square) horizontal sticks, which
are suspended from the second story by strips of rattan: it is
used for storing fuel that is not yet completely dry and, ocea-
sionally, meat of the wild boar. The second story is the piza,
and consists of laths of wood, slivers of bamboo or canes of
bamboo grass, usually woven into a compact whole by means of
strips of rattan: it is used for storing assdp (bundles of rice
that have to be dried before they are pounded; fuel, rice, ete.
which have been dried over the fire, are called insuptin). The
third and upper story is the paratdg: it is the strongest of the
three, is made of wood, and is used for storing calabashes of
rice, baskets, etc.

The patt of the ceiling that is situated immediately over the
hearth is the sisiliizan (from silug, soot).

A couple of shelves are most generally attached to the wall,
somewhere near the place of the hearth, at a certain height
above the floor:

The agamotowdn: usually a board, sometimes open-worked woven
‘bamboo, on which are placed the amotéjars used for keeping drinking
water, and an occasional bdiia-jar used for cooking rice.

The araiift a shelf of open-worked woven bamboo slivers, on which
are placed bowls, plates, ete.




88 The Philippine Journal of Science 163

Besides these, there may be found an dyid, a square piece of
woven bamboo or rattan, which dangles from four rattan strips
that mieet above and are attached somewhere to the ceiling: it
is used chiefly for storing bizia-jars. .

The Tsneg ladder is generally very narrow and consists of two
side pieces of bamboo, with short sections of bamboo for rungs

(pikad) : the latter are stuck in holes (agabbd; a general term
fFor holes or mortises cut into wood or bamboo) cut into the side
pieces, and are usually rather far apart.

The door (zitdp or wisdd) mostly cousists of two valves
(ravely one): two single boards turing upon pivots on the
opposite side of the opening, the pivots revolving in mortises
cut into the corresponding house beams. But there are many
varieties of Isneg doors, all of which agree in one character-
istic: clumsiness.

PECULIARITIES

In a few Isneg houses the annex is superseded by a separate
building, which contains the hearth and serves for a kitchen.
In this case the doors of both house and kitchen face one another
and a board comnects the two, while the ladder is placed against
this hoard.

At Bayag, 2 good many houses are provided with a separate
kitchen, and the ladder sometimes rests against a platform
(barisiil) which connects both buildings.

There also the windows are often square and cut out of the
walling, in which case there is a pasaiigir or upright that
reaches the upper beam of the wall, on either side of the win-
dow, and the shutters or witdp slide over a beam (bazdkat)
that runs all around the walling, at the outside, These pasarigir
and baxzdkat are often carved very elaborately (Figs. 35-37).

In some rare cases the house is divided into separate rooms
by one or more badt or partitions.

Occasionally & little shed or a lean+o, where the Isneg pound
their rice, is attached to some part of the house. This floorless
annex is called baliwa (sometimes batalin), and the place
itself agaaltdidan (altéri: mortar) or agbabiyowdn (magbiyo:
to pound rice). Next tothe mortar one usually sees a large
stone (babatdyin; this is also the name of the stone that is
sometimes placed at the foot of the ladder to keep the latter
from sliding) on which the smaller girls stand (magbatiy) in
order to reach the former. Sometimes the baldwa is a separate
shed that has no connection with the house.
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In some houses a small lean-o projects from the gablo side
of the house: it is called taldb and is used by the Tsneg for
storing their belongings.

A lean-to that is erected to prevent a ruinous house from
Dreaking down is called galiad.

When the agnddan-beam sags down under the weight of the
walling which it supports, a supplementary post (pakébiy) is
placed under it, in order to keep it up.

All over Apayaw much use is made of props in order to keep
ruinous buildings from leaning sideways: these props, which
consist in heavy bamboos or pieces of timber, are called tixdy,
tu-gdy or tugldl.

In a few houses the foot of the ladder, -instead of touching
the ground, rests upon a small platform or balansig, which
can be stepped upon directly from the ground.

‘When the pieces of lumber that are available, are not large
enough for a definite purpose, two pieces may be Jjointed into a
post, ete.; such a joint is called agsulpitan, and the finished
piece sinulpi

Dove-tail joints are called ormd.

At Bayag, a very few houses have a flooring of wooden
boards.

If the flooring consists of slivers of bamboo, instead of a
matting of rattan (or canes of bamboo grass), it is called
dala-dit.

The pisd or taddé is a matting that consists of close-woven
slivers of light bamboo, whether twilled or checker: it may be
used for walling and for flooring. A good many Isneg houses,
however, have thick strips of heavy bamboo for the walling:
these strips ave tied horizontally one above the other and the
space between them is amply sufficient to supply the need of
windows.

In Musimut I have scen houses whose windows were mere
holes cut out of one or more of the boards of the walling:
they were mostly heart-shaped or nearly so.

In some rare cases, the walls of the house are painted blue at
the outside, by erushing fruits of the atiy6ti against them. The
atiydti is a forest tree with large leaves and red flowers.

Instead of cogon grass, the roofing may consist of palm
leaves (laripd), of leafed canes of siul or bamboo grass (bassdw;
such materials, when ready for use, are called asipdt), of nipa
leaves or tatd (Nipa fructicans Wurmb.; ravely), or of stems
of light bamboo (bdlo, Schizostachyum mucronatum Mack.) cut
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into halves and kept together by means of canes of hamboo
grass, which are called 7addt in this case. Three or more rows
of entire bamboos are usually tied over these kinds of roofing,
at about equal distance from one another, between the ridge
and the eaves. - These bamboos, called arsit, prevent the roofing
from disintegrating and from being blown away by the wind.
Tn any ease the ridging consists of cogon grass, and at least
three rows of slivers of bamboo (darpit or arpit) are tied over
the ridging, on either side.

The frame of the house, as yet devoid of roofing and walling,
is called asiiassir.

The ordinary type of house, in which everything is made of
timber, except the flooring and the roofing, is called bindron.

But there is another type of house, that is very often met with
in plantations, where it serves for a temporary residence, when
the family has left the village to look after fields and gardens.

The frame of this kind of house consists mostly of rough
pieces of timber and bamboo. Its posts, its tiebeams, its girders
and joists, its floor, its rafters, and its purlins are disposed in

the same way as those of the generality of Philippine houses.

The walling usually consists of thick strips of bamboo: it is
identical with the occasional walling in the village type of

house, which has been mentioned before.

The roofing also is the same, except that in the village type
of house it is usually much thicker.

In short, the whole appearance of this lighter type of house
shows very clearly that comparatively little care has been
bestowed on its erection and that it is destined only for a
temporary residence. It is almost superfluous to add that,
every year, such houses are in need of a good amount of repairs,
and that, in many cases, one year is the limit of their usefulness.

The roof (of the gable type) and the floor, however, deserve
special mention, mostly on account of the terms that are used to
designate their component parts.

The flooring often consists of entire bamboos tied together by
means of strips of rattan: such a floor is called bdsag. Besides
the bgn.ms that run all around the house and on which rest the

floor JOI?CS, there is usvally a grinder (#dlug) that supports the
same joists at their center. It is also very common to find
supplementary short posts scattered here and there under the
floor, where ﬂ'ley support the weakest parts of the building.
Such posts, which generally consist in sections of heavy bamboo,
are called tukid,
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The rafters consist either of pieces of timber or of entive
light bamboos; the latter are perforated at the upper end whera
they are strung on a stick (dsip) that is situated very near the
ridgepole. These rafters, called parbd, rest on the ridgepolo,
on three or more purlins (the large ones: babdkan or amba-
bdkan; the small ones: agaptin) and on the tiebeam. The
roofing is placed immediately over the rafters and it is plainly
visible inside the house, which is not the case with the ordinary
type of house in the village.

The sizdy or hut of the rice field has been described in my
paper on Isneg farming. (Cf. Publications of the Catholic
Anthropological Confexence, Vol. IT1, No. 4, The Isneg Farmer,
‘Washington, D.C,, 1941.)

The bdwi is a floorless hut made of sticks, canes and leaves
or grass: travellers, etc. erect it as a temporary shelter for
passing the night.

Blacksmiths use a bdwi or shed (babtaldn, from battdl: forg-
ing) that consists of a roof supported by a few posts.

Young pigs that have been brought in from outside, are
sometimes kept in small pens, until they are thoroughly domes-
ticated. Such pigsties (dézoii), which are usually square or
almos so, consist of a few entire bamboos, that are used for
posts and make up the walls and the floor: they are ordinarily
roofless.

Jars of bdsi (an alcoholic beverage obtained from the juice of
the sugar cane) are often partly buried in the ground, at some
distance from the house, in which case they are usually pro-
tected by a shed (agabolizan) that consists of four posts and
a rudimentary roof.

THE ISNEG GRANARY

Here follows the detailed description of one of the granaries
that are to be found at Musimut. All Isneg granaries (dlast)
are very much alike: when you have seen one of them, you
have seen them all (Figs. 38 and $9).

The ground plan of the Isneg granary is a rectangle, with a
short post or skiit at each corner.

Each post (sirit) is thinned both in the middle and at the
top; the latter part is provided with a mortise and immediately
surmounts the uppé or lappé, which juts out very considerably
(Fig. 40). The height of a sisit, excluding the slender mortised
part, is 3 feet and 8 inches.
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Two beams (batdiin; Fig. 41), twice mortised at the upper
side and 5 feet and 934 inches long by 8% inches broad, rest
in the mortises of the posts and connect them, two by two,
running lengthwise.

u;‘:’;gsimug;:l beams (also called batdrian; Fig. 42), twice
mortised at the lower side and 4 feet and 8 inches long by
814 inches broad, connect the former two, running breadthwise.

"The four batdsidn ave jointed at their mortises and remain on
the same level throughout. .

A large round board, 2 feet and 4 inches in diameter, pro-
vided with a hole in the middle, is slipped over the mortised
top of each post and rests on the uppo of the latter, immediately
under the batdiin. The four boards, called alédiii or andi-
lisi, keep rats and mice from climbing into the granary
(Fig. 43).

Four beams (taldkub), not visible outside, connect the
batdiiin, at the height of the floor, with the tiebeams, at the
eaves. These four faldkub, which are mere prolongations of
the posts, slant outward, in front and at the back, so that the
granary is broader at the eaves than at the floor (below: about
4 feet; above: about 5 feet; cf. Fig. 47).

Two tieheams (agpdt, adpdt, agpir or adpdr; Fig. 44), twice

mortised at the upper side and 5 feet and 9 inches long by
6% inches broad, run lengthwise, each connecting two taldkub
with one another,
A few sticks (saxudsid), not visible outside, are placed upright
in slanting position, in front and at the back, between the
taldleub or prolongations of the posts. These sazudsid run
from the batdiidn, at the height of the floor, up to the adpdr
or tiebeams that run lengthwise, and serve as supports for
the walling, in front and at the back.

The place of the tiebeams that should run breadthwise, is
taken by the pdlut or pdwir, which run up all along the edges
of the gables, and follow their outline (Fig. 45). There are
two pdlut at either end of the granary, and they do not meet
on top, as the end of the ridgepole intervenes between them.
At their lower end they are either mortised or provided with
two tenons: here they ave comnected with the two adpdr or
tieheams that run lengthwise, at the latter’s mortises. These
four pdlut or pdwirt are visible outside, but there ave also four
corresponding pieces of timber, called togkdr, at the inside, so
that the walling of the gable is pressed between the ndlut, at
the outside, and the toglkdr, at the inside.

Braces in the roof are also called toghir. These braces
connect some part of the ridgepole with the end of a ticbeam,
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and run under the rafters. They are usual in granaies, but
very rare in houses.

The general outline of an Isneg granary is very peculiar, as
may be seen in Figs. 46 and 47. The gable ends are calied
tampanili; the front and the back, tambabdy. The length of
a granary, from gable to gable, is called its patalkib.

The walling usually consists of pisé (or taddd), plaited slivers
of bamboo. At the gable ends this walling runs up uninter-
ruptedly from the floor to the ridgepole or apex of the gable,
Granaries that have a walling of boards (dabbi), are called
dimbi.

Four boards, some 6 inches broad, cover the lower edges of
the walling, at the outside, immediately above the batdiian
beams. These boards, called bazdkat (literally: belt), run
around the whole granary.

In the same way as the pdlut cover the edges of the walling
of the tampaniki or gable ends, at both sides, so also four
ordinary boards cover the edges of the walling of the tambabdy:
these boards, which run from the bazdkat to the adpir or ‘tie-
beam, are called taldkub (like the prolongations of the posts,
at the inside).

From the upper edge of the bazdkat to the ticheam, at the
caves, in front and at the back, the wall measures 2 feet and
8 inches. The distance from the ridgepole to the ground is 11
feet and 10 inches. The ridgepole is 11 inches long. N

All Isneg granaries are thatched and the materials are the
same as those used in thatched houses. The frame of the roof
is similar to the one that covers the less elaborate type of
Isneg house, which is erected in plantations and in which the
rafters are parb; the purlins of the granary, however, are
called pdrial, not babdkan.

As in the case of a typical Isneg house, a board runs along
the eaves, underneath, next to the adpdr or ticheams: here,
however, it is absent at both gable ends and it is called patalkéb,
not balidag.

The flooring consists of bdsag (strips of palma brava), which
rests on the ?olddg or floor joists. The foldéy of an Isneg
granary are nothing else but entire bamboos. o

A square opening that serves for door (zagiydrian or lalan-
ki), is cut out of the front wall, in the center. Two pleces
of timber (aga-ddlan), which are curved (convex side out-
ward), run from the bazdkat up to the adpdr or tiebeam, on
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either side of the opening. Two horizontal pieces of timber
complete the square: the lower of the two is called dadamkin
(literally: place whereon one treads; Figs. 48 and 49). Just
Telow the dadamkdn or doorsill, a board, 7 inches broad, is fixed
between the batdian and the bazdkat; this board, which is called
agansaddn, projects outwards and serves for a kind of shelf, on
which are placed the bundles of rice that are being extracted
from the granavy, before they are brought down to the ground.

The shutter is a square board with a perforateted knob in
the middle. To close the granary, a wooden bar is thrust
through the holes of the two ege-ddlan and of the door knob.

The two aga-ddlin and the four pdlut (at the gables) are
sometimes ornamented with carvings.

Temporary granavies are called sipi: they are very light
structures and have the shape of a cube raised on posts, with
a lean-to roof. Instead of an alédir or round board, a section
of a palm tree, called libar, is stuck on the top of each post,
under the batdidn, in order to keep out the rats. These
libah are very similar in appearance to the uppé of the common
granary posts.

ISNEG CUSTOMS

When the Isneg wants to build a house or a granary (mag-
pa-dd- to erect a building; magbaldy: to build a house), the
first thing he has to do is to go and observe the flight of the
labdg-bird for a favorable omen, after which he starts gathering
materials (magtarikiyo).

ere are a few kinds of timber that are absolutely tabooed,
among others:

The balaiid, a trec whose leaves resemble those of the Java plum.
Should balasid-timber be used in the construction of the house, some
kind of sickness will inevitably affect one or more of its inmates; the
discase will come on quite suddenly, without any apparent cause, and
culminate in death.

The bdtug, o tree whose timber is not much estecmed. If it were used
for o post, it would cause the death of the owner of the house,

Any kind of tree that is maalasiat, covered with clustering vines.

The next thing that has to be done is to pull these materials
out of the forest (mazalud-id), and to bring them to the place
where the building will be crected,

Auguring has again to be resorted to before the erection of
the posts.

On the day that has been set aside for the purpose, after
a previous consultation with neighbors and friends of the family,
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a group of men come together at the place where the materials
have been assembled. Here they select four beams and place
them on the ground in the form of a rectangle, with a piece
of ginger and some taxzaligdd (small herbs that grow in the
forest), for amulets, in the center: this ceremony is called
magsdial. After that they dig the holes, erect the six tall
posts or adizi and, if time permits, fix the two ampdkin or
tiebeams that run lengthwise. No more work is performed
that day, and the next day absolutely nothing is done; this
cessation of labor for an entire day is called mazalaliw (maza-
lalldw at Bolo).

On the third day, the work is taken up again, and it is not
discontinued any more, except, of course, when there is a
lack of materials or men, which is far from unusual.

At the construction of the roof, the Isneg make use of a kind
of primitive scaffold (patapiiya), which consists of a few
bamboos that rest on the frame of the house: it is taken down
as soon as the work is finished.

Should a rainbow (bwildin) happen to surround a house
under construction, this means death to the owner of the house
in the near future: he will be mabusiliinan.

Shoud a swarm of bees (wdwan) be flying over it, the effect
is equally disastrous.

At Bayag, when a new house is being erected, somebody has
to throw a few kernels of rice all around, and more especially
on the path that leads up to it. At the same time the follow-
ing prayer is recited (text obtained from Pokél, a Bayag man) :
Ne ma- bisin ta magaddyyéa. Here, hunger, so that you go away

The gutter for leading off the water that drops from the
eaves, is called alindwari or liwwi. The house yard is called
amuwig, when it is considered in itself, and lasi (outside),
when it is considered in relation to the house. The surrounding
grounds, usually covered with weeds and bushes, are called
Tu-mé.

The erection of a granary is conducted in the same way,
mutatis mutandis, as that of the house. The only n.otewol'ﬂgy
exception is the use of the bdwig, which consists in a strip
of rattan that is attached at one end to the top of one of the
tampaniki or projecting gables, and, at the other end, some-
where in the ground, at some distance from the granary in
question; this is done in order to make sure that the building
stands straight.
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At Dangla I noted down a couple of Isneg tales that had to
do with the building of houses.

n one of them it is told that two brothers, having gone to
the forest to gather timber for their new house, started to cut
down one of the pine trees (tdlart), which seemed to suit their
purpose very well, when all at once the spirit Maimaikit
interrupted them by shouting: “This is my house.”

Another story relates the adventures of Manéram, who, when-
ever he built himself a new house, invariably burnt it down
again.. After he had done this several times in succession,
it happened one day that he was caught in the burning house
and died in consequence.

When everything is in readiness and the Isneg goes to occupy
his new home, he must offer a sacrifice to the spirits (mazumé-:
literally, to enter) as soon as possible, lest one of his children
die. He is allowed to choose between the sdy-dm (the more
solemn sacrifice) and the pildap (called paglasi in this case),
except if his new house is a bindiron (with walling of timber),
in which case he is obliged to offer the sdy-im-sacrifice, and,
before entering the house, he must promise to do so.

At this particular sdy-dm, the owner of the house himself
picks out the first dancer, the magpatalip, who must be a brave
man, as he is not allowed to begin the performance before he
has extolled his former exploits (magpakkiw). As a reward
for his services, the magpatalip veceives from the owner of the
house one piece of cloth (any kind) and two bracelets, which
consist in a mere string provided with one single bead. Before
he dances, he is required to put on the two bracelets, but not
the cloth.

The following prayers are of use, while either of these
sacrifices is going on:

1. During the mazanito (a shaman’s communication with the
spirits), when inapizin (betel for chewing) is offered at the
edge of the yard, which has been cleaned for the purpose. Text
furnished by Uwil from Bolo:

Nénu ma- pe ibaiidn yo inapii- Here for you, inhabitants of
ain ta dimu ma- pe dam-dn ya  this place, the betel (for chewing),
pandd nayi inazddan. so that you do not step over the

limit of what has been swept.
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2. At the offering of inap:
mant, Biydan from Tawit:
Tipugko itw bumagts na talls
wa dlo ta umédayyika.
1
lLipugko idw éitig ta andyonta
akkdn.

mykn idw malinddw ta taza-
sinndnnaami

3. While rice is being thrown away.
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ixin o the ancestors, My ‘infor-

I offer betel (for chewing) to
you, three-hmed Bumagto, s
that you go a

T offer betel (for chewing) to yon,
Englg, because we ave relatives,

I offer betel (for chewing) to
you, mlmdaw, 5o that you look
after us

The same ceremony

with the identical prayer, is performed at the agony of a dying

person. This and the three following texf

Pokél from Bayag:

Ne ma- nabldst anito ta akkdmmo
patiydn daami.

ts were given me by

Here, murdanng spirit, 50 that
you do not

4. While rice, a leaf of the betel pepper and a piece of betel
nut (no lime) are being thrown away

Ne ma- sinakit to maplnks
adiyyi.

Here, Sinakit, to that you go
far away.

5. While rice, a leaf of the betel pepper and a piece of betel
nut (no lime) are being buried in the ground, under the house.
This is an offer to Aiikd, a spirit who is supposed to talk under
the house at night:

Ne ma: aiké ta maganani- Here, Angka, so that you go
gidka. down (enter the earth).

6. While rice is hemg placed in the corner of the hearth
and covered with a:

Ne ma- battig ta maggighnka
i dapig.
ats0—1

Here, Battug, 5o that you dwell

at the hearth.
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Battdg (literally: riches) is a benevolent spirit Whose help
is much appreciated by the Isneg. They possess an amulet,
called adddt batbattig (literally: grass of riches), a small herb
with a comparatively bulky root, that brings plenty to the man
who plants it in his rice field, in his garden, near his house,
ete. Then there is the abulbulén batbathig (literally: com-
‘panion of riches), about whom the following story is related by
the Isneg:

One night @ man dreamed that he saw somebody carrying a huge bunch
of bananas; the next morhing his dream came true. Another night he
Jreamed that he met a man with a large bundle of rice, and again the
Gream came true. He always met the man (the abulbulén batbattig) he
had dreamed about, late in the morning, but they never talke
‘dreamer became very rich and he recounted his experiences to any willing
Listener, That is the reason why the Isneg refuse to sct out early in the
‘morning and mock at those who do.

"An amulet that s very powerful in new houses, is the asipilg,
a small herb with obovate serrate leaves, which grows on rocks
and stones.

If a labdg-bird (augural) passes under (magsilpit) a house
that was occupied only a short time ago, or if one of its posts
is invaded (mabalaxibug) by white ants, this means that one
of the inmates will die as the Isneg generally bury their dead
under the house, To prevent such a catastrophe, the family
must leave that house, and move elsewhere, not, however, before
the flight of the labdg-bird has been observed.

An abandoned house is called badw. If many of its former
inmates have died there, nobody is allowed to use any of its
materials, not even for fuel: it is simply left to rot.

The most important guardians of the house are the Piliy-
spirits and Dadamkdn. The former, who reside at the inner
corner of the hearth, (next to the post of the house), on the
piza-shelf over the hearth and in the granary, have been treated
at length in my paper about Tsneg farming (cf. op. cit.). No
sweets are prepared in the house without the Pildy having their
share: a saucer containing a part of the sweets, is invaria-
bly placed on the pdza-shelf. Nobody is allowed to touch
another man’s granary under penalty of becoming lame (pildy)
whenever a Piliy-spirit touches a man, Jameness is the result.

Dadamledn takes the threshold under his special protection.
Anybody who steps on the doorsill or threshold, when entering
“or leaving & house, is punished with sickness and dies a certain
d&?ﬁly The following prayers are addressed to that powerful

sspirit: .
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While offering sweets, which is compulsory whenever the
latter are prepared by the mmates of the house. Text obtained
from Umild, an Abbil man

Ne ma- uwimo dadam-n ta Here, this is yours, Dadamken,
dinaami ad-adanniytn. 50 that you do not approach us,

While offering inapiezan (betel for chewing). The text of
the first prayer was given me by Lampé from Dangla, The
second prayer, obtained from Bdyddn, a Tawit man, is very old
and addresses Dadamkin under the name of Galldl:

Idpugkeo ikiw dadam-in ta wwa- 1 offer betel (for chewing) to
dmmo melab-Gii kedakami ya isa-  you, Dadamkan, so that you guard
aadddn. us mortals from being killed.

ko ikdw galldl ta dina- I offer betel (for chewing) to
puggal!agnllaldn you, Gallal, so that you do not

open your mouth over me.

Other household spirits are:

Panarinn, who kespa company with the Pili, at the comer of the
hearth.

Xabdwn, o female spirit, and Sakit, who stay at the placo whers the
toitori (bamboo tubes used ceremonially during sig-Gm-sacrifices) are
kept in store.

Inulndy, who stays somewhere in each Tsneg house, often at the place
of the toitéi. Whenever the inmates of the house partake of much
steamed viands, they have to give Inulndy his share.

Tabal, who guards the family at night, but repairs to his own abode
in the daytime.

Kinobldii, who stays inside the house, and warns the father or the
mother (not the husband or wife) of a sick person, in & dream, to offer
dogs or pigs in sacrifice

Uppris, who guards the foot of the ladder and prevents harmful
people from cntering the house.

Atugln, a_sky guards the middle of the ladder. If he
happens to desert his post, the ladder breaks down.

Dariiiuuin, the tutelary spirit of old inhabited houses.

Baldui, who lives outside, but protects all kinds of huts, provided they
contain fire. If the inmates of & bGwi or a sizdy (two kinds of huts)
Tlow the fie to go oty he owner gots sic

Besides these, there are a few doubtful or downright vicious
characters

Rikoddb#, who stays in the house and oceasionally awakens the sleepers
by troublesome noises, whose originator, as a matter of course, can never
be traced.
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Lillipit, who is always movisg about and travels continually from
house to house.
Xamrit, who foreibly pulls (zamritan) people out of their houses.
Képosit, a blind spirit, who roams around at night, either in the
bushes or in the village, and occasionally enters one of the houses:
he is always intent on making other people blind like himself.
Balanéban (at Bolo) or Balaniban (at Bayag), who ‘wanders among
the houses, in their jmmediate neighborhood: his aim is to kill people.
Balawdn, a female spirit, who resides in the granary; if the contents
are found to be in disorder, the owners know it to be Balawdn’s doing.
When people have to stay in a hut on account of the
ehildren, they must offer inapticdn (betel for chewing) to one
o more of he spirits who reside there, and at the same time
Tecite one of the following prayers (texts obtained from
Lampé, a Dangla man) :

~ Tapugho ikdw siirit ta awdnmo 1 offer betel (for chewing) to
stivritan kadakam. you, Singrat, o that you do not
swallow any of us.

Tapugho ikiw diiot ta dinakami 1 offer betel (for chewing) to
wit-asidtan. you, Angot, so that you do mot
- smell about us.

Idpugko ikiw awmugguid  ta 1 offer betel (for chewing) to
dinakami zu-zundén, you, Xumuguud, so that you do
ot measure us.

Although ovil spirits seem to be lurking about everywhere,
the Isneg are never at a loss to thwart their wicked designs.
Besides prayers and offerings, they possess a copious assort-
ment of amulets, some of which are powerful not only against
the influence of illintentioned spirits, but also against de-
structive forces of nature.

The most important amulets for the protection of the house
and the family, together with their practical use, are the
following:

Daguwéy: a herb, some eight inches high, growing almost anywhere.
It prevents evil spirits from entering the house.

Dfla anito (literally: spirit's tongue): a low sturdy plant with leaves
forked at the top, probably a kind of fern.

Sanigmuydw: a small herb with comparatively large leaves, growing
all over the district.

Abisiyé-: a very small flowerless plant with needlelike leaves, growing
on rocks. Any of these three, when placed mext to the entrance,
denies access to all kinds of evil.
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Baliwdg: a herb with leaves that ave whitish underneath, some
cight ::;_he tall, growing in woody thickels. An amulet agains! agues,
Padi-

8 very low herb, growing in forests,
in a village contaminated by smallpox,
any of the inmates has been infected.

Tuplly: a very common herbaceous vine with very pubescent leaves.
When placed under the hearth, it shields the house from the danger of
fire.

Nagbayigin: a fragrant herh, some 25 inches tall, with very long
leaves, When planted in the immediate neighborhood of a dvelling, it
protects the latter from landslides. i

Palaifpdit: a very tall fern. Its fronds drive all kumf (a kind of
small cockroach) out of the house. I am not sure whether this plant
is a mere amulet or a real inscctifuge.

Sadddii: a herb, some twelve inches tall, with comparatively long
leaves. A protective amulet.

Da-dapdg: a very common small herb with diminutive leaves. When
placed on the piza-shelf, over the hearth (daprig), it insures the protection
of the Piliy-spirits.

Tnbapsbit or inbabséii: a small herb growing on trees in’the forest,
1t is placed under the eaves a6 a resting place for passing spirits.

A tabiyug (inflorescene of the bamboo grass) is placed over the door
of the house, at the outside, lest the spirit Kapindn, the owner of all
tabiyug, cause any of the children to become sick.

Potdran: a very common herb, some 10 inches tall. When placed
in other people’s houses, it allures any kind of sickness that mey be
coming around, and keeps it busy there.

The ubiquitous tokkdy (Lygodium sp.) has been alluded to several
times in former papers. This fern is to be found at any place Where
Pildy-spirits rule.

All Isneg have a thorough knowledge of the taboos or pro-
hibitions that refer to the house and the granary, and they
strictly observe them.

1t is absolutely forbidden to bring sipaii (young meatless
coconuts) into the house, especially when somebody is sick.

Cutting the rattan bands (takdd) of the flooring is taboo,
lest the children get sick. B

It is prohibited to cut or notch any part of a house built
by a maidal (brave), under penalty of being mabirut (to
become thinner and thinner until death ensues). Neverthe-
less there are two ways of avoiding this calamity:

Wrap o part of the stem of the amdrut in a piece of cloth and tie
it around the waist. The amdrut is a herbaceous vine, with rough cblong:
leaves and o profusion of stems that spread from its base: it grows

igh Tocks.
mg:'?n mafiial apply his pouch, in which are concealed some herbs
with whose eficacity he is acquainted, to your nose and miff it
thoroughly.

1t “guards the house
and it drives out the scourge i
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- Laughing ‘at certain - animals causes the destruction by
water (malb6) of the mocker’s (mazinalbé) house. There are
two vérsions of this taboo and of the punishment meted out
to those who infringe it:

According to one version, it is forbidden to joke with cats and dogs,
for instance: by placing them under your coat and lsughing, lest &
hole or a cave suddenly appear uader your house and water well up
from it, causing the building to tumble down (malbé) and all those
who shared in the transgression to die.

According to another version, butterflies may not be laughed at,
lest a heavy rain cause a flood, and the latter destroy the ouse of the
culprit,

It is not allowed to keep a dog in the house, when the
master is absent, lest the dog howl (magtél or magtaiidol),
which is taboo.

Except When in the act of extracting rice from a granaty,
nobody, not even the owner, is permitted to touch any of the
\andilit or round boards that cover the upper part of the posts,
lest the person become sick.

If you stumble (meba-dil) on the ladder of the house, in
going down, you should mot proceed, but turn back and
reenter the house; after that you may try it again.

It is forbidden, under penalty of death, to pronounce the
name of the man-killing sewsdw-bird, whenever its voice is
heard in the immediate neighborhood of the house.

There are a few other ill-omened animals known to the
Isneg, whose evil influence is not as easily prevented as that
of the sawsdw, for instance:

‘The talamdnud, an invisible bird, whose cry announces the irruption
of some infectious disease into the town.

The kulaxduw, probably a kind of mole cricket, which causes the death
of one of the inmates of the house under which it is heard.

The ddriaw, a stinkbug, which brings sickness to one of the inmates of
the house it enters.

‘The alipatpdt, a firefly, which kills one person for each spark that is
produced when it comes into collision with fire, inside the house.

The aliplp or common lizard, whose cry announces the death of a
member of the family. 1f this alipdp is seen moving about among
the jars that contain the drinking water, it means that a visitor may
soon be expected.

The following animals are of an auspicious character:

The bagbagsfii, a kind of invisible insect: when its cry is heard in
or around the house, and more especially near the hearth, it predicts
the probable arrival of meat (of a deer or of a wild boar).
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‘The bi-bit, a kind of insect: when
not far from the place of the hearth,
catching a deer or a wild boar,
The barikke, a kind of large snail, whose entrance into a house has
the same meaning as the cry of the bi-bit-insect,

If a person steps through the floor of a house, this means

that his leg has been pulled down by the spirit Dékus, and
the result is perpetual lameness,

its ery is heard behind the
it gives promise of the balét-trap






ILLUSTRATIONS
FLATE 1

Fie. 1. llneg house at Abbil: ant mdl and annex,
neg house at Abbil:

Pm-a 2
Fig. 3. The fifteen posts of an Isneg house:
a. Stiit,
b. Adixi,
¢. Atobtdbo.

d. Imaginary line corresponding to the walls of the house.
4. Top ol a post:
a. Sifdy or mortise.
5. Plan of an Tsneg house:

1. Tamiyoi or platform.

g. Dapiig or hearth.

h. Ladder.

i. Kasizfddn or left end of the house.
6. End of a post:

a. Bofirdw or edge. N
7. End nf a beam:

e, Atobtsbo-post,
0. Totdég or for i
Mortises for tho tdpi-beams.
b, Mortises for the aiadi
10. Tépibeam Hint runs lengthw
a. Mortises for the tdpi-beams that yun breadthise.
b. Mortise for the agnddan.
e, Adizi or tall posts.
11, Tépi and agnddan:
a. Floor proper
b Adixt or tall posts.
c. Atobtdbo-post.

idn or girders:
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4. Agnidan-beams running lengthwi
&. First agnidan (resting on & iptbeam).
d". Fourth agnddan.
e. Tépi-beams running lengthwise.
¢ Tépi-beams running breadthwise.
£. Tardkip or aunex.
g. Tamiyori or platform.
. Péwat or pegs.
i, Kasizfdan or left end of the house.
12, Either of both ends of first agnddan (&' of Fig. 11).
12 Tenons, ot i b agnddan, (d of Fig. 11) corresponding to the
e shown in Fig. 12.

“u One of Llw two agnédan Tunning lengthwl!e (@ of Fig. 11):

a, b, ¢, Correspond fo 3, b, ¢ of
1. Fourth agnddan (& of Fig. 11):
3, b, ¢, Cf. Fig. 14.
16. End of an outer sakkdr or tiebeam that runs breadthwise:
a. Mortise for the aréran that runs lengthwise.
. Tenon on which rests the azérin that Tuns lengthowise.
17. End of an azérin that runs lengthwise:
a. Tenon.
18, End of an axéran that runs breadthwise:
a. Mortise for the tenon shown in Fig. 17.
19 Queen pm the side that faces the king-post:
hete the lower sdkar or straining piece pierces the
‘queen-post.
20. Queen-post: One of the edges.

b. Queen-posts.

¢, Upper Mka'r or straining piece.

d. Central sdkar.

e. Lover sékar.

1. Third sakkdr or central tiebeam that runs breadthwise.
22 Onm truss:

23, Carved ornaments on the central sdkar or straining piece of the
central truss:
a. Place of the king-post.
24, Cross scction of an aldsip or central purlin.
25. Ogival Enble.
a, Lower eds b.
b. Axbrin (umler beam of the wall) that runs breadthwise.
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¢ Pa-gtr,
d Lower azéran of the gable.
@', Upper uzlmn of the gable.
e. Atobtdbo-post
£. Tenons of thu azéran of the house that run lengthwise,
urlin

b Upper sdhar or straining Diece of the outer truss.
(c of Fig. 22),

i. Open space or tabiian,

J. Walling of the gable.

2. oulnde frame of canes in the gable over the leanto roof of the

21, Cmn etion of the central purlin of the leanto zoof.
2. ornaments on m rounded surface of the .central
pmm of the lean-to roc
2. Talazitag lath of the uxmuym or raised platform,
30. Side uf 8 tdpibeam next to the tamiiyori or raised platforms
ortises occupied by the ends of the falazdtayaths.
31 Two auladug -boards on exlller side of a post:
a. Place of the
32. Small board that mnms the tamiyoi or raised platform with
the atobtbo-post:
Place of the atobtdbo-post.
3. Cross. section of the agnddan (lower beam of the wall) of the
annex.
34 Inner nurme of the agnddan (lower beam of the wall) of the

3 Cnmd ornaments on the outer surface of a bazdkat or. window

55 ¢ 5.
87. Carved ornaments on the outer surface of a Pasaigir or up-
vight of a window fra
a. Parts cut out enirely.
40. Short post or sfiit of a granary:
a. Whereon the alediti (Fig. 43) rests.
b. Mortise for a batdidn that runs longthwi
1. Lappi or upps.
41, Batdvin that runs lngthwise:
a. Mortises for the batdiidn
42 Batian that Tuns breadthwiso:
a. Mortises for the butdsidn that run lengthwise,
43, Altdii or andilin:
a. Place of the mortised top of the sfiit or short post.
44. Adplr or tiebeam that runs lengthwise:
. Mortises for the pdlu,

PraTe 3

that run breadthwise,

Fic. 38, Toneg granary at Lettuakan.

80, Isneg granary at Langnaw.
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Pue 4
Fi. 45. Tw0 pdlut outlining  gables
o pper tenon which ests in the mortise of the adpdr

(a of Fig.
b. Lower tenon which supports the adplr.
46, Tambabiyside of @ granary (front or back):
Talabdwan ot tidgepole.
b, Adpér or ticbeam.

c. Roof.
4. Tambabiy (wall).
e. Bitin.
1. Alddi or andilii.
& Stiit or short posts.
47, Tampaniki or gable ad of & graoary:
End of ridgepol
‘b, Ends of adplr or  ticbeams.
c. Tampunki.

B sme or short posts.
48, Door of  granary:
délan.

b. Upper piece of timber.
c. Dadamkdn or doorsill.
d. Adpdr or tiebeam.
e. Buxf
49, One of the aga~ddlan of an Isneg granary:
o. Hole for the wooden bar.



