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O little ‘avail wonld ‘have been the valour
and constancy with which Legaspi‘and his wor-
thy conipanions overcame the matives of these
islands, if the apostolic zeal of the missionaries
had not seconded their exertions, and aided to
consolidate the enterprise. The latter were the
real -conquerors; they who, without any Gther
arms than’their- virties, gained over the good
will of the islinders; caused: the:Spanish. name
to-be beloved,~and gave to-the'king} astit:
by-a miracle, two: millions more of ‘submiissive’
and Christian subjects. These were the’ legis-:
lators of the barbarous hordes who inhabited: the
islands of this immense Archipelago, realizing,
by their mild persuasion, the '\"Lgollc‘\l prodi-
gies of Amphion and Orpheus*.

* Whatever may have been the defeets of the Jesuits, in
othier respects, much is due to. their zeal and labours in tho
civilization of South America, more pusticully in Poraguay
and ‘other, countries situated betweon Buenos Ayres and Peru,
With heroio cournge, they formed the plan of seliling aimong
the most distant and secluded Tndiang, as the only means of
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As the means the missionaries called in to their

aid, in order to reduce and civilize the' Tudians,

-

effuctng their purpose, and sbout the middle of the 17th cen-
tury curted their seheme iato excention. The missionaries
wént forth among men who were then living disporsed in the
wilds, at war with each other, devouring their prisoners, and
exercising acts of the most horrid vengeance. The first thing
they taught them was to chock their wandering and unsetdled
habits, by bringing them-into society. They were then in-
structed {0 build ‘dwellings with some order and symmetsy 3
they. boeame more tractable, and their numbers inereased. At
first, they were surprised and alarmed at_ the novelty, of the
Qoctrines luid before them; but, by porsussion and example,
gradually Tost ther forcendss, and learnt how to live in peace.
Eriobled to make a contrast btween their new state and the
Dratish life they had been accustomed to lead, the clfoct was
favourable. - They were induced to lay up provision of ne-
cussarics, and fult tho advantages of being no longer dependent
on precarious supplics. Thus was the foundation of agriculture
Liid smong them, and besides being made acquainted with
otlier iorviceable giins, roots, &c. before wpknown to them,
oy wére-‘ilso taiight to appropriate those they previously
possensed 10 other uses. In their illuess, they were attended
and relieved, and by degrees o feeling of gratitude succeetad
1o confidonce. After nuicrous hardsbips and dangers, the
greatost partof tho interior country, abovo alluded to, was
converted wnd civilized, widhout uny other instrumonts tan
migsionuries, as muy bo more particularly soen in Muratori’s
“ Relation of tho Missions of Paraguay,” and this bas been
tho plan wniformly adopted by Spain in the whole of her tcans-
paring dominions, wud it has always boen found moro eflcient
thwi the presence of lurge nrmies, ‘Lo extraontinary suceess
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were preaching and otherspirituial labours, and,

althougli scattered ‘about ‘and actiiig:separately,

they: were.still-subject.to the adthority"of their
tes; cwho, like 5o any: ol ol

“ LR Y .
‘grand work of conversion, .the government pri-

mitively established:in-these coloniés ‘must.ne-
cessarily.have partaken greatly of the theocri:
tical order,” and beyond doubt it continued to be
5o, till, by the lapse of time, the number of
colonists increased, as well as the effective
strength of the royal authority, so as to render
the governing system uniform with that esta-
blished in the other ultramarine dominions of
Spiu.

This'is. also: deduced:from the fragments still
ining of tlie first' constitition;’ar:mod
govermnent introduced in the-Batanes Islands
and missions of Cagayan, administered by the
Dominican friars, in a spiritual and temporal
manner 5 as well as from what may frequently
be observed in the other provinces, by any one
who bestows the smallest attention. Although
the civil magistracies have since been regulated,
and their respective attributes determined with

which attended.tho effors of St. Francis Xuvior, the apostlo of
the Indies, would oxcoed belif, if they wera not authentically
recorded, and the happy offects acknowledged by our own
voyagers at the prosent day.—

"2

.
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due precision, it hus not hitherto been possible,
notwithstanding the pains taken to make. the
coutrary appear, to-do without the personal
authority and influence the parish curates possess
over their flocks.” The government has, in fact,
constantly been obligated to avail themselves of
this aid, as the most powerful instrument to
insure respect and a due subordination, in such.
manner that, although the parish curates are not
at'présent.equally authorized to interfere in the
civil administration, in point of fact, they are
themselves the real administrators.

¢ 1t happens that, as the parish curate is the
consoler_of the afflicted, the peacemaker of fu-
milies, the promoter of useful ideas, the preacher
and example of every thing good; as in him
liberality is seen to shine, and the Indians be-
hold him alone in the midst “of -them, without
relatives, withont traflic, and always busied in
their .caxe and improvement, they become: ac-
customed to livé satisfied and contented under
his paternal divection, and deliver up to him the
whole of their confidence. In this way rendered
the waster of their. wishes, nothing is done with-
out the advice, ar rather consent, of the curate.
The_subaltern_governor, on receiving an order
from the superior wagistrate, before he t
any  step, goes to the minister to obtain his
sauction, and it is he in fact who tacitly gives
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the mandaté for execution, or prevents its being
carried into effect. -As’ the-fathertof-his fock,
hes e,.or directs, the; lawsuits of 1 pﬂ.

it ishe:who draws.ont thicir:wi

goes. to- the' capital to’ pléad - for the Tndians;
opposes his prayers, and sometimes his threats; to_~
the -violent ‘acts .of -the: provincial magisimm, :
and manages every-thing in. the most fit and
quiet manner.  Ina word, it is not passible for
any human institution to be more simple, and at
the same time more firmly established, or from

which so many advantages might be derived in
favour of the state, as the one so justly admired
in: the sspiritual . ministry- of these islands. It
may therefore be considered:astrage. ftality,
when the secret and" true:art-'of governinig a
colony, so different from any other as is that 6f
the Philippines, consists in the wise use of so
powerfulan instrument as the one just described,
that the superior government, within the last
few years, should have been so much deluded as .
toseek the destruction of a work whicl, on the
contrary, it is, above all others, advisable to
sustain.

In this, as well as many other cases, we sce
how. difficult, or rather how absurd it is, to ex-
pectito organizc a system of government, indis-
tinetly: adupted to the genius and disposition of
all nations, however great the discordance pre-
' .
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vailing in their physical and moral constitutions.
Hence it follows that, by wishing to assimilate
the administrative plan of these provinces to the
« oneadopted in- the sections of America; incon=
veniences are unceasingly met with, evidently
arising out of this erroncous principle. What-
* ever may be asserted to the contrary, there is no
medium. Tt is mecessary to insure obedience
cither through dread and force, or respect must
be excited by means of love and confidence: In
order to be convinced that the first is not prac-
ticable, it will only be necessary to weigh well
the following circamstances and reflections.
+: The'number of the whites compared to that
of the natives is so small, that it can scarcely be
estimated in the proportion of 15 to 25,000.
These provinces, infinitely more populous than
those of America, are entirely delivered up to
the charge of provincial magistrates, who carry
with them Yo the seats of their respective go-
vernments, N0 other troops than the title of
mlhtl\ry ‘commandants, and their royal commis-
sion on parchment. - Besides the friars, it some-
times happens that no other white person is to
be found in an entive province, but the presiding
magistrate. Itisthe duty of the datter to collect
in the king’s revenue; to pursue robbers; ap-
‘pease tumults ;. raise men for the regiments in
gorvison 4t Manille and Cavite; regulate and
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head his people in case-of an external invasion,
and, in short; it:ishe who'is to do-every thing in
the of: ate and: i thetname of
thaking. idering;therefore, the’ef
power required for ‘the  due performance:of:so
great'a variety of duties, and. the want ofthat
species-of support: experienced - by. him.who-is
charged with them, ‘can it be denied that it~
would be risking the security of these dominions
too inuch, to attempt forcibly to control them
with means so insufficient? If the inhabitants
become tumultuous and rise up, on whom will
the magistrate call for aid to repress and punish
them:?.In such a predicament, is any other al-
ternative left-him than: to'ifly. or die in the
straggle ?. Ifamong civilized'nations, it is déem-
ed indispensable that authority should: always
appear accompanied with force, how ean it be
expected, among Indians, that the laws will
otherwise be respected, when left nakedand un-
supported ? :
Evidently, it is necessary to appeal to aid of
another kind, and to employ means, which, al-
though indirect oncs, are, beyond all dispute, the
best adapted to the peculiar circumstances of the -
country, meurs whiich, by influencing the mind,
excite jon, subduc. the rud
ing of the inhabitants, and incline them to bear
our dominion without repugnance. It is well
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understood what these means are, how much
they are at hand, and how greatly also they have
always been envied by other European nations,
who have sought to extend and consolidate their
conquests in both the Indies. Let us listen to
La Perouse, if we wish to know and admire the
army with which our missionaries subdued the
natives .of both Californias; let us_read, dis-
passionately, the wonderful ‘deeds of the Jesuits
in otlier;parts: of America, and above all, let us
isit: the: Philippine Islands and, with astonishe
ment, shall we there behold extended ranges,
studded, with temples and spacious convents; the
Diving worship celebrated with pomp and splen-
dour j regularity in the streets, and even luxury
ini the houses and dress ; schools of the first rdi-
ments in,all the towns, and the inhabitants well
versed in the art of writing. . We shiall there see
‘causeways raised, bridges of a good architec-
ture built, und, in-short, all the mensures of good
goveriment and police, in the greatest part of
the country, carried into cfiect, yet the whole is
due. to the:exettions, apostolic labours and pure
patriotisnt of: the. ministers of religion. Let us
travel over the provinces, and we shall there see
towns of 5, 10, and 20,000 Indians, peacefully
governed by one weak old nan, who, with his
doors open at all hours, sleeps quict and seeure
3n his dwelling, without any other magic, orany
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other guards, than the love and respect with
which: he has. known how.to. inspire. his flock.

And, whenthis is, contemplated, can it be deemed

possible, through foolish jealousy and a vain wish

for:those persons only pointed out by the general
laws in ordinary cases, to intervene in the: go-.
vernment of the natives; ‘that the fruits of so
much time and constancy ave not only to be lost,
but also by hereafter disregarding and rejecting

a co-operation, as efficient as it is cconomical, that

attempts should purposely be made to destroy the

main-spring of the whole of this political ma-
" chine?

-Such,: nevertheless, are. the mistaken ideas
which, within the last:few years, have unhappily
led to the adoption of measures, diametrically
opposed to the public interest, undor tlc pretext
of curtailing the iveauthority of the pavish
curates. The superior gavernment, not satisfied
with having deprived the ministers of the faculty
of personally preseribing certain corvectional
punishments, which, although of little moment,
when applied with discretion, greatly contributed
to fortify their ascenduney, and consequently,
thatof the sovereign ; but, in order to exclude and
divest them*of all intervention in the civil ad-
ministration, a diveet attempt has also been made
to lower the esteem in which they are held, by
awakening the distrust of the Indian, and, as
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much as possible, removing him to a greater
distance from them. In proof of this, and in
order that what has been' shid may not be deemed
an exaggeration, it will suffice to quote the sub-
stance of two regulations; remarkable for their
obvious tendency to weaken the influence and
credit of the spiritus administrators.

By one of these, it is enacted that, in order to
prevent the abuses and notorious malversation of-
the: fands of the sanctuary, specially applicable
to the cxpences of the festivitics and worship of
each parish, and. arising out of the rial and half
for this purpose contributed by ench tributary
person; and collected and privately administered
by the curate, the same shall hereafter be kept
in o chest with threo keys, and lodged in the
head-town of each pravince. - The keys are to
be left, one in posscssion of the chief magis-
trate, another in the hands of the governor of
the yespective town, and the remaining one with
the ‘arish-carate.—By the other mensure it is
declared, a5 standing vule, that no Indian, who
may lately luive heen cmployed in the domestic
service of the curate, shall in his own town be
considered eligibleto any office bclougmg to the
judicinl departinent®. ¢

% Misunderstandings botween tho constituted authorities
andths ersons (o whom he spiritual care of the natives was
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On measures of this kind; -comments are.un-
necessary; - their. meaning and effect cannot be
mistaken: L shall;therefore; ‘merely gbserve,

imely
more m_]uﬂous] to-the state, to-the propagation
of religion, and even ‘to the natives themselves.

intrusted, have not been unfrequent in the several governmeats
of Spanish America. Tn my possession is a curious remon-
strance, addressed to Vieeroy Gil de Lemos, by the Bishop of
Cusco, dated the 10th August, 1791, respecting the pa-
rochial fees payable by the Indians to their curates, which had
been suspended in Peru, in cases of baptism, marriage and
burials. ; The bishop undertakes 1o prove the impolicy of the
‘measure, and deseribes the  puinful effects it had produced in
the pmmm, where tho nlwrgy “were_thereby doprived of the

tempted by the Duke de la Palata, whilet Viecroy of Peru, in
1684, as a relief 1o tho Indians, but it was subsequently with-
drawn, and the wish to rovive it, commenced in 1790, The
bishop goes into a long review of all the decrees of the govern-
‘ment, rospecting this contested question, quotes tho authority
of various Councils in support of the practiée, and concludes
that it must be continund, or the government make provision
for men whoso only exre and occupation was. the suporin-
tendence of their flocks, (0 whose labours the country was so
much indebted, and who would otherwiso bo compelled: to
abundon their posts, AL“length it was determincd, that the
‘Indians should continko (o pay fecs, when thoy availed them.
selves of the spiritual ministry of their pastors; but this disputo
had nearly produced very serious consequonces,—T.
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It is, in fact, a most strange affair, that such en-
deavours should have been made to impeach the
purity, by at the same time degrading the re-
spectable character of the parish-curates, more
particularly at a period when, owing to mor-
tality and the scarcity of religions men, it
would have seemed more natural to uphold, and
by new inducements encourage the zeal and au-
thority of the remaining few. This step appears
the more singular, T repeat,'at a moment when,
neither by suspending the sending out of mis-
sionavies to China, and the almost entire aban-
donment of:the spiritual conquest of the Tgorrots
“and other infidel tribes, inhabiting the interior
of ‘these islands, have the above Spanish la-
bourers been able to carry on the ordinary adimi-
nistration, nor prevent entireprovinces from being
transferred, as is now the case, into the hands of
Indian and" Mestizo clergymen of the Sangley
race; who; through their great ignorance, cor-
raptmordls; and total want of decoram, mniver-
sally incur the contempt of the flocks committed
1o their'care, and in consequence of their tyran~
nical conduety.eause the people to sigh for the
mild yoke of their ‘ancient pastors,
' T, therefore, it is' the' wish of government to
retain the subjection of {his colony, and raise it
10 the high degree of prosperity of which it is
suscoptible, the fivst thing, in my opinion, that
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ought to be attended to is, the good organization
of its spiritual admjnistration; ~On-this subject
sve.mist not deceive onriclves. - Lagain repen,
) f 5

1 conse-
quenceof the wani of military forcés, and osing
to the scarcity of Europeans, does not - in- itself
possess the means of insuring obedience, no othier
alternative remains. It is necessary to call.in to
itsaid the powerful influence of religion, and to
obtain from the Peninsula fresh supplics of mis-
sionari As in their nature the latter are essen-
tially different from other public functionaries, it
is well known they neither seek nor aspire to any
remunération for. their labours, their only hope
being to obtain;in the opinion of the comuunity at
large, “that degree’ of: Tespect
justly consider themselves entitled. - Let; there-
fore, their pre-eminences be retained to them ; let
them be treated with decorum ; the care and di-
rection of the Indians confided to their charge,
and they will always be found united in sup-
port of justice and the legitimate authority.
Nothing is moreunjust, aund ofnothing have the
spivitual directors of the provinces so much rei-
son to complain, than the little discernment with
which they. Jave sometimes been judged and
I, by causing the misconduct of some
of their individual members to affect the whole
hody. Hence is it that no one can read without
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shame and indignation, the insidious suggestions
and allusions, derogatory to their character, con-
tained in the Regulations of Government, framed
at Manilla, in the year 1768, and which, al-
‘though modified by orders of the king, ave at the
present moment still in force, owing to the want
of others, and found in u printed form in the
Lands of every one. Granting that in some par-
ticular ihstances, real causes of complaint might
have existed, yetin the end what does it matter if
here and there a religious character has abused
the confidence reposed in him, as long as the
spirit by which. the generality of them are ac-
tuated; corresponds to the sanctity of their state,
and-is besides conformable to the views of go-
vernment? Why should we be eternally running
after an ideal perfection, which can never be met
with? nor indeed is this necessary in the present
construction of society.

.- If, however, any weight is to be attached to

- impostures with which, from personal. motives,

attempts: have been made to obscure the trath,
and prejudice the public mind against theregular
clergy; or, if the just defence on which I have
entered, should be attributed to partiality or
visionary jmpressions, let the Axghives of the
Colonial Department ‘be apened, and we shall
there find the report: drawn up by order of the
king;on' the 25th of Novembher, 1804, hy the
1 .
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Governor: of: the Philippinc Islands, Don Rafael
Maria_de’Aguilar, with a view to couvey in-
formation regarding . the; enquiries,at- that time
instituted..respecting " the reduction b
habitants of the  Tsland., of Mindoro; ‘& report
extremely honourable to the regular clergy,
and dictated. by the cxperience that General
had acquired during - a_period of more than
twelve years he had governed. 'Therein also
will be seen the answer to the consultation ad-
dressed to his successor in the command, Don
Muriano Fernandes de Folgueras, under date of
25th April, 1809, in which he most carnestly
beseeches the king to endeavour, by every pos-
sible means, to send out, religious missionaries ;
deploring the decling and want,of order he had
observed with his own eyes in the townsad-
ministered by Indian clergymen, and pointing
out the urgent mecessity of  intrusting . the
spiritual government of these provinces to the
dexterous management of the former. Testimo-
nies of such weight are more than sufficient «
once to refute the calumnics and contrary opi-
niaus put forth on this subject, and at the sume
Lime serve as irrefragable proofs of the serupulous
impartiality with which T have endeavoured to
discuss so dellcnte a matter,

Having, in a general point of view, aluded to
the erroncous system, within the last few years,
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pursied by government with regard to the
parish-curates employed in the interior, and
also sufficiently pointed out  the advantages rea-
sonably to be expected, if the government, acting:
on a different policy, or. rather guided by other
motives of state, and instead of following the
literal text of our Indian legislation, should
come to the firm determination of indirectly di-
vesting themselves of @ small portion of their
authority in favour of the religious labourers who
are acting on the spot. Having said thus much, -
T shall proceed to such further details as are
more immediately connected with the present
chapters

* The- ecclesiastical jurisdiction is exercised by
the metropolitan archbishop of Manilla; aided
by the three suffiagans of Ne\angovin, New
Caceres, and Zebu.

"The archbishopric of Manilla com pre]mnds the
provinees of Tondo, Bolacan, Pampanga, Bataan,
Cavite; Laguna de Bay, Zambales, Butangas, and
the' Island of Mindoro.

"The bishopric of New Scgovia compreliends
the proviuce of Pangasinan, the missions of 1tuy
and Paniqui, the provinces. of Llocos, Cagayan,
and:the missions of the Batanes islands.

That of New Caceres comprehends the pro-
vinces of Tayabas, New Ecija, Camarines and
Albay,
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That of Zebu comprehends the islands of Zebu
and. Bohol, -Tloilo, Capis, and Antique, in the
Island.. of : Panay, .the. Islands of: La-Paragua,
Negros jand: Samar, Misamis; Caraga.and Zam.
boanga in-tliat of Mindanao and the Marianas
Islands. N

The archbishop has: a salary of 5000 dollars,
and the bishops 4000 each. The curacies exceed
500, and although all of them primitively were
in charge of persons belonging to the religious
orders, owing to the expulsion of the Jesuits and
the excessive scarcity of regular clergy, so many
Indian priests have gradually been introduced
among: them, :that, at present, nearly half the
towns are under ‘their .direction., The rest are
administered by the religious orders: of. St. Au-
gistine, St. Dominic and 8t. Francis, in the fol-
lowing manner. .

The Augustins - .- 88 towns.
The barefooted do. - 52 do.
The Dominicans - - 57 do.
The Franciscans + - 96 do.

Total 293 towns,
" It ought, howaver, to be observed, that since
the detailed statement contained in Table, N*, XI.
was made out, and from which the above ex-
tract has been taken, so many members of the
Q
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religious orders have died, that it has been neces-
sary to.replace them in many towns with Indian
clergymen, as a temporary expedient, -and il
new missionaries shall arrive from Spain.

The monastic curates are immediately subject
to their provincial superior, in the character of
friars, hut depend on the diocesan bishop in
their quality of parish pricsts ; and in like man-
ner obey their own provincial viears, as well as
those of the bishop. - They are alternately eligi-
ble to.the dignities of their own order, and ge-
nerally promoted, or- relieved from their minis-
try, at the discretion of the provincial chapter,
ot according to the final determination of the
vice-patron or bishop, affixed to the triple list
presented to him. Besides the ordinary obliga-
tions attached to the care of souls; they are en-
joined to assist at the clections of governors and
other officers of justice, in their respective towns,
in order to.inform.the chief magistrate vespect-
ing the aptitude of the persons propased for elec-
tion on the triple lists, and to point out the legal
defects nttributable to any of them. On this
account, they are not, however, allowed to inter-
ferc in the smallest degree with any of these
proceedings; and inuch less make a formal pro-
posal, as most assuredly would be advisable if per-
mitted so to do, in favour of any particular per-
s0n: or persons, in their opinion fit for the dis-
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charge of the abovementioned duties. It is their
bligation: to- ascértain:th of the
tribute Lists, presented toithem for.their exami-
nation: and- sigiiatute, byjthe: chiefs of: claus, by -
carefally;comparing them with the registers kept
in: their own department ; and alsoto certify the
general : returns;: without ; which, requisite ; the
d by:the chief magi
to the accountant-general’s office, are not ad-
mitted. Above all, they arc bound to affix their
signatures to the effective puyments made by the
magistrate to their parishioners on account. of
daily. labour, and the value of materials em-
ployedin public works.. - Besides the above, they
are continually.called:upon, to:dvaw up circum-
stantial reports, or declarations, required by:the
superior. tribunals ; they receive frequent in-
junctions to co-operate in the increase of the
king’s revenue and the encouragement of agri-
culture and industry ; in a word, there is scarce-
ly a thing to which their attention is not. called,
and to which it is not expected they should con-
tribute by their influence, directly or indirectly.
The royal treasury pays them an annual -al-
lowance equal to 180 dollars, in 'kind and mo-
ney, for each 500 tributes under their care, and
this, added to the emoluments of the church,
venders the total proceeds of a curacy generally
equivalent to about {rom G to 8 rials for each en-
a2
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tire tribiite;- but from this allowance afre to be
deducted the expences of coadjutors; subsistence,
servants; horses, and all the other charges arising
out-of the administration of such wearisome du-
ties; nor-are the parishioners under any other
obligation' than to provide the churches. with as-
sistants; or sacristans and singers, and the curates
with ‘provisions at tariff prices.

* Finally, ‘as. from what has been above stated it
wold'dppear, that as many as 500 religious per-~
sohis” are necessary for the spiritual administra-
tion of the interior: towns and districts, besides
the nuwber requisite to do the duty and fill the
dignities of the respective orders and convents in
the' capital, independent of which there ought
to be & proportionate surplus, applicable to the
progressive reduction- of ithe infidel -tribes in-
habiting the uplands, as well as the preaching of
the gospel in China and Cochinchina, most as-
suredly, -would ‘be expedient to assemble and
Kee)y together abody of no less than 700 persons,
if*it is-thic wish of the government, on a toler-
able scale;ito’ provide for the wants of these re-
mote missiotis, ‘At the, present moment, the
number does ot exceed 300, including super-
anniunted, exemptifrotm service, and lay-hrothers,
whilst the Indian' clergymen in effective pos-
Hession of. curacies; and including substitutes, co-
adjutors “and weekly preachers, exceed 1000.
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And as'the latter, in general unworthy of the
priesthood, are rather injarious tha: really ser-
viceable'to the state; it could ot be'deemed-un-
jst?if theywers altogether deprived of the dig-
nity of parish* curates;*and only:allowed: to ex-
ercise theif functions in necessary-cases; or. by
attaching thet to thé curacies in the'qualityof
coadjutors. " By this” plan, at - the: same-t
that the towns would be provided with suitable
and adequate ministers, the Indian clergymen
would be distributed in a proper manner, and,
placed near the religious persons charged to of-
ficiate, would acquire the necessary knowledge
and'decorum,and in the course of time might
obtain’character-‘and ' réspect:among; th
trymien. E i

To many, a measure of this kind may; in sore
vespects, appear harsh-and arbityary;but per-
sons, practically‘acquainted - with  the subjeet
and country, will deem it indispensable, and the
only’ means that can be resorted to, in order to
stop the rapid decline remarkable in this in-
tefestitig” department of public administration.
Fortunately, no gronnded objections - can ‘be: al=
leged aguinst it; nor is there any dangerof
serious consedjnences resulting from the plan-be-
ing carried into due effect. - In vain would it
be to argue that, if the reform is to take place,
a large number of priests would be reduced to

ir coun-
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heggary, owing to the want of occupation ; be-
cause, as things now stand, many of the religious
curates employ three or four coadjutors, and no
doubf, they would then gladly undertake to
make provision for the remainder of those who
way be thrown out of employment. On the
other hand, with equal truth it may be observed,
that the inhabitants of the interior, far from
regretting, or taking part on behalf of the Tn.
dian élergy, would celebrate, as a day of glad-
ness and rejoicing, the removal of the latter, and
the return of their beloved Castilian Fathers.

In case the.ideas above suggested should be
adopted in-all their parts, it may be proper to
add, that an injunction ought to be laid on the
veverend bishops in future to confer holy orders
with more _scrapulosity, .and economy, ; than,
unfortimately, heretofore has been the case by
ropresenting tothem that, if, at certain periods
the Popes.: have, heen influenced by powerful
réasons, not. to’insist on ordinations taking place
in’ Europe,- as . was formerly the case, very
weighty motives mow cqually urge the govern-
mentto decline, in the Philippine Tslunds, pay-
ing so much regard to religious vocation, and fo
refax in the  policy.of: Taising the'natives to the
dignity. of the priesthood,






