A LETTER FROM THEODORE ROOSEVELT
TO LADY DELAMERE




Tan létter reproduced in facsimile on the following pages is
in the possession of the Roosevelt Memorial Association,
which has kindly permiced its use in this book. It is believed
sever to have been published before. Apart from its rare auco-
biographic interest, it has a history which should be relaced.

The recipient of this letter was the daughter of the Earl of
Eaniskillen, and the wife of Lord Delamere, a pioneer of col-
onization in British East Africa, with a large estate near Nai-
robi. She died in 1914.

After the sacking of 2 house in Ireland, in the course of the

“ recent troubles there, a Scottish soldicr, detailed some time

ater o the scene, found scattered on the lawn many of the
‘effects of the family to whom the house belonged. Among
other articles he came upon chis letter which, with a realiza-
tion that it might be worth having, he preserved. At a still
“later day, afcer his return o Scotland, he found himself in

_.need of moncy and sold the letter to a dealer, in whose shop

it was scen by an American,  college classmate of Roosevelt's
‘biographer, Mr. Joseph Bucklia Bishop, whom he informed
of the circumstances. Mr. Bishop called the acteation of the

. Roosevelt Memorial Association to the letter, and the possi-

bility of sccuring it. The Associacion prompely purchased

(it for its collection of manuscripts, of which the remarkable

dotumeat s now & pare.
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The concdusion of the leter worll be found In the margins of lis firs page





