Address of Vice-President Sergio
Osmeiia at the Rotary Club of ..
Manila, March 19, 1936

1 am glad of the opportunity to be present at
meeting of this civic organization, and to speak before its
members, men who approach public questions  with af
open mind and with an carnest desire to help
solution. Though a private organizafion, esteblished
through purely voluntary ffort, Rotary stands for service:
It has 1o ax to gri i

‘phere is most condu
sion of important pu
blems, the re-shaping of our educational system in arder
that it may be better adapted to the new conditions should
claim our attention. It is not my purpose nor have wé the
timo to discuss all the phases of this problem. T shall con-
fime myself to the examination of onc of its most impor-
tant aspects with economic opportunities and roquirt
ments,

Classical View g
Trom the standpoint of cducational theory a, school.
system may be ovganized on eithor the classical or the
utilitarian deal of cdueation. The im of classical educa:
tion is mentul discipline and cultural development. "The’
students aro to live in a world.of thelr own,—a spicial. -
‘world, as it were,—and (o be given such training s vould
develop their minds and spirits without regard to the’ %)
necds, tho requivements and the realitios of the workia:.
day world which they would onter after finishing their
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studies.  Such a theory was dominant in the old days
and still has its advocates,

The Vocational View

The oppos holds that the schools sh
pare the Students prineipally 1o carn their living and
Should kesp In mind alway the necesity.of fittng them
or the needs and requirements of the world which awaits
them after the termination of their studies. While the
classical theory emphasizes the development of the logical
faculties, familiarity with the masterpicces of litcrature
and of the arts, and that mental discipline which relies

. upon the inner resourees of the individual to meet the

problems of life, the utilitarian theory sccks to impart to
the students those specific skills and attitudes that fit
them for some definite vocation,

Combination Of Two Views Best

Tt s not necessary pinion to embrace or o
clue wholly ane o e ofhor of thee thoorien T must
be admitted that the training which fits a man for the
evercehanging conditions of life around him develops the
mental fuculties, the insight into the corg of things ard
Tyablems, and those habits of discipline which give to his
character an elasticity sifficient to mcet, the need for ad-
Justment to thoso changes which time and fortune may .
bring o him. On the other hand, to send the graduates
of our schools into our cconamie world without giving

“Ahem an adequate preparation to meet the problems im-

incdintely ahead results in a maladjustment .for which
Dolh they and society must pay vory deas
e possible to so combine training for definite voeations
with cultural education us to give the students o betler

_ chanee to it into the world in which they must lnbor and

ime to mve them mental discipline and intel-
iility as n preparation for the changes in
eonditions that mwlh\My arise,
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Economic Needs Make Ghange of
Emphasis Urgent .
For a humber of years already many students of our
elucational system have felt that its usefulness could be
iereased by giving a greater emphasis to what is termed
1 cducation. The changed conditions brought
about by the establishment of the Commonwealth and by
the modification of our cconomic relations with the United
! States have made this problem more important and-its
solution more urgent
It may not be’ amiss, therefore, to consider a fow
Boughts on this cubjec. Voeational odueation covers a
wide field. However, since most of our people are en-
i icultural pursuits, instruction in agriculture
wd its = industries must occupy a- prominent
Hlace in our system of vocational education. <

Agrmulmral Education may also be .
Linked with Cultural 2
Agriculture in_any country is not ‘one but includes
many industrics. Different traning is required for the
ultivation and production, of different erops. Mechanics
27 und engincering are needed in the study of the us
farm implements and other applianees utilized in scientific
_furming. The study of plants and animals requires fanu:
liarity <vith biology and related. subjeets. TFood pioducts
cannot be handled and processed without the aid of mo-
dern methods of manufacture and of such sciences as nu-
rton. “The mketing of crope eamnot b suecssllly
done without knowledige of cconomics, banking facilitios,
1m0 ndvantuge of cospersive o compeiive methodn,
Parm  policies cannot be decided  without _eonsid-
cring chunging conditions within and without the .
o fition.  Thus, it ean bo concluded that agricultural \
*. pducation, whieh includes within its scope the greater part
of the field of human- knowledge, may be developed 8o us
to teach our youth the methods of seientific agriculture.
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and give them at the same tinie the opportunity {o study
Other subjects that would round out their culture,

Vocational Guidance must be in our
Educational Program

‘ Voeational education invelves  vocational guidances

'+ Through vocational guidance much waste in timo and

money on the part of both the government and the sta

dents can bo avoided. T am glad t6 note that the Rotasy

Vocational Education Challenges School,
omic and Business Leadership
. Vocational education, to be succossful, must be the
zesult of close’ cooperation between the schools and ccono-
i and business leaders. The theoretical  instruction
given in the classroom should bo supplemented by actual
experience in the business or industrial ficlds, it the
ost sutisfactory results ave to be attained. 1 realize |
 that in carrying out this idea many difficulties must
& be met-and, if collaboration <ith busingss and  indus-
¢ 12y Droves to b necessary, the paticnce and civie spirit
of our business leadors may be taxed to the utmost, Yo,
you-will agrce with me-that the best way to make voea. * .
tonal instruction effective i to give th students oppor -
! tukity to gain the practical experience that will completo :
tho theoretieal knowledge obtained in the classioom.
Far Seeing Vision Required to Correlate Training
of Youth with Economic Structure of Natior
Inasimuch as vocational education means tralning for
exloting cconomic oportunitics and requirements, floxi-
bility must over be its dominant principle, T men by this
o Tlexibility required pwoperly to correlate the work of
Hho schools with changing cconomie neads and_ vequir-
ments,  Voeutional education, unliks the classical ype
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* prepared to enter o particular vocation only to find that.
* his whole training has'been uscless beeause the opportunis *

! the cconomic structure that ought to exist five or t

f education, would have no justification whatsaever if it
should vesult in the graduation of many who canmor i find
suitable places in the economic structure of the nation.
In view of the complexities of the modorn world, this

.mothing less than a tragedy for a student to graduate

ties have disappeared or the field is already overcrowded.
Farsecing vision and an almost prophetic insight into

gears hence are needed if tragedies of this kind ave

 be avoided.

Situation Calls for Educational Reforms

1t follows from these considerations that reforms in
ur sstem o voutional instrucion should be adjusted
to the national plan for cconomic development. Our
hols must be ready to i ighty. siiled workers
and technicians as soon as comprehensive plans for our -
agricultural, industrial, and commercial progress are for-

mulated and adopted.

Rotary Club Praised for its Hevp in Facing
Difficult Problem:

In this fidd of investigating the requirements of,
and the np]mrl\mltms nﬂcmd by, our economic life, of
 foresceing probable the economic world in_the
“fature, and of :mner comlmn. the edueational system
with cconomic and social needs, the cooperation of the ',

_ ‘members of this Club will be invaluable, Our now eduea-"

tion policics must be evolved: out of the combined wisdom
and experience of the different clements of the communi--
ty.  Similarly their successful cxceution will depend
upon the cooperation of all. I confidently hope that in
this important task we can eount upon the ussistanee of .
. the members of the Manila Rotary Club,
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