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CHAPTER III.

Fren leaving St. Helena the ship was put on her course for
* the Cape of Good Hope. Prudential considerations alono
s induced the Commodore to touch at St. Helena. His
g2 opinion was that the est and most expeditious route for
%3 . stenmer, going from Madeira to the Cape, (provided she
can curry a sufficiency of coul,) is to be found by stering
from the Cape de Verd islands dircet toward Capo Palmas
on the const of Afrien, und thenee tra
% to Tuble Buy.
} © On leaving Jumestown the ship encountered the trade,
o U A devinting very little from the southeast, and blowing alter-
e TSy nately moderate und fresh. It was observable, however,
that it was always stronger at night than in the day time, and brought with it short. head
sea, which greatly rotarded the progress of the vessel. It would have been easy to increaso
tho steam power; but experies tons of conl per diem
enabled the ship to uccomplish the greatest distance with the most cconomical espendituro;
and considering the extreme difieul
the Iabor wnd delay ncident 1o it sh
to protract the passage than allo
movements of the vessel. A ¢

g the shore down

had shown that ubout twenty.

o, it enormons cost, and
ment, the Commodore deened it most expodient rathor
travaganeo in the wse o

ent. of oo wnd u quart
dircction of the wind, and this, as  r

an aticlo o essential to the
Knots was fonnd satting in tho
arding cuee, was o he added to tho foreo of tho trade.

An to the possibility of obtaining w supply of fuel in this part of the world, it may bo
romarked that at St Paul do Loango the English wintain o depot of conl for the accommo-
dation of tho Africnn steam eruisers, and this would bo  convenient point to which to send
 conl vessel froms the United States.  Within a fow years a depot of coal has been established

1y
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by an English company at Port Grand, Island of St. Vincent, of the Cape de Verde group,

+ and it is said that a reasonable supply can always be obtuined fhere by transient steamers,
Steamers from the Uniled States might proceed direct to St. Vineent's, provided there o
nd thence proceed o the Cape by Cape Palinas, via

e,

certainty of obtaining conl at that pls
amueh Tetter that cargocs of caal should Le seat ahead of steamers leaving

Toungo; but
the United States, as the ouly xecurity for  cestain supply
As o the route from England, that which is pres ribed for her mail steamers bound round
the Cape of Good Hope, is to touch at §t. Vincent, and thence proceed to the Cape, via
Ascension Tsland, replenishing their coal at all their stopping places.  In pursuing this route,
(which they are compelled o do to leave a mail at Ascension for the
arc obliged to contend with the entire mnge of the southeast frades, which ure direetly ahead,
Dlowing most of the time quite strongly, and abways producing a lee current of from une to
one and o quarter knots. By taking the route along the Afri
vorable current usually setting to the south,
il in the vieini

frican squadron,) they

advantage of the sea and land breczes, und ()

On the 24th of January, ot wine in the morning, the ship male the
Saldanha bay, and at bvo p. . Table Mountain was in sight. After pa
Tslaud, aud through the channel between the main land and Robben's Island, at.
cight p. m. the ship came o anchor in Table Bay in seven futhoms, and the follos

moved further in towanl the tow,

This pot is casy of acess either by night or day, it the two lights can be distinetly seen,
50 thnt the Qistance from Green Point cun e acenrately estimatel, This is important, us by
Dordering upon that point tao closely there is dunger of a lulge of rocks neur the Cape shor
aud by keeping too fur to the northward, the Whale Rock, at the southern end of Robben's
Taland, may bring o vesse up. Particular instructions for entering Tuble Bay at night will be
found in the Appendis.
*The Cape of Good Hope was fist discovered by Burtholomew Diaz, a Lort
Durig an exploration of the Athunic coust of Afric, (his navigator was driven out to sca by
o storm, and the frst land he anade, after the subsidence of the gale, was Algon Bay; he
laving thus doubled the Cape without is knowledge. Dinz gave the name of Culio
Tormentoso (tho Capo of Stors) o the Cape, which was afterwards ehanged to that of Good
Iopo by the King of Portugul, as ho rightly thought the discovery nuspicions of n favorabls
rosult (0 tho grent prospect entertuinal by the Portuguess navigators of reaching Indin,  {n
M9, Visco do Gamn, another Portuguese mavigutor, donbled the Cape on i voy
oo Indinn sens

“Lho Cape of Good Hopo forms the southern extronity of a warror peniusuls abont (hirty
iles in Jongth, with tho Atluntie oceun on the west, False Tty on )
tho worth,  Cape Tow i situatedd on Table By
1650, but foll into the haudsof the English i 17:
posscssors afler (ho peace of Awmiens, was il
Dossesion it novw remaing,

Tho town s well builiwith substantial Lo
Tho genoral asp

guese, in 1443,

cast, ol Cable Bay on
ad was arigginally fonded by the D
3 andy i havingg b restorad foits original

retuken by the it in 1806, in whose

e in

5 of stone und Drick, an wile, r
© of the place, with ity well construted pubiic Tuilding
dences, mul its park, in fho neigghborhood of th
cont, growth, is exceudingly wgreeuhlo,

Tr strects

and privato roi-

government house, shudod by ks of mugui
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“The heat, however, in consequence of the position of the town, which s faced by the noonday
sun and walled in-behind by naked mountains, is excessive, his, added to the dust, cased.
those who ent ‘on shore to keep much within doors, s0 that Crpo Town was found by the
Offcets of tho expedition. but a’ Gl and stupid place, Tho sirens one unpaved, and, conse:.
uently, whei the southenst gales, which il in midsumner, blow, the dust is raised in
clouds and depositd in drift of sund along the sidovalks sovera] el b depth, which keeps
tho strcet swespers in constant occupation, who may be secn continually at work collecting tho
dirt in heups, to bo carried avay by th dirt carts. So geneal s the experience of this
pulsanco from the dust that the male, as wellas tho fomale inhabitats,of ] classes, aro in the
Drieice of wenring vails atiachod to their hats. The northesstea winds, whigh provein
uising the dust of such discomiort to the residns of Cape Tows, prevail during midsunmer,
end tholx appronch s always fudicated by the appearanco of o den white cloud, which scttles
upon. the sumnit of Tublo Mountain, therefore called the Table Cloth, and. semas there anty
the gale subsides. These winds bow with great violnce, sweeping along he Jand sast of ot
Mountain. I it were not for the porfct moothncss of. the water i Tablo Bay, sessels wewty
not e able to liold to thei ing  gales, of which i
in the courso of seven days, while the Mississippi was Iying at. Cape Town,  Such o the. sevrity
of these winds that all busines n th harbor s suspended during ther height.

Ing, und there was a gonoral appenrance of afluenco amon the government oftcnls, and. o
ligh rents, among other indications, show the prosperous conditon of trade. Handsom
cauipiges aro constautly seen in the streots, and the prosperity is so wnivorsal that oven th.
Jowest classes are hardly known to sufle from want. The Cape of Good Lope is of great
commercial importanco to Great Britain us o convenient, rendezvous for her cruisors stationed fn
the neighborliood, and as a stopFag place for vessels bound to and from the Tudinn Ocean’
Txcellont water, fresh provision, fruit and other necsssarics can bo abtained in any quantity
and ot rensonablo priccs.  Wood is scarce, but alumost ovory deseription of article usually needed
by vessels miay bo procured from the numerous well stocked stores and warchouses at Capo
Town. Live stock can be reaily obtnined, bullocks at £6 per hend and sheep at 15 shillings,
Tho Mississippi wos supplicd with bwalvoof the formor and eighteen of the lntter at these prices,
Sinco the abolition of slavery in tho British colonies the agricultural intercsts of the Cape
lava sufforad, and lthough the commercs of some fs of tho colouial ports contines thriving,
5, for example, that of Cape Town, the futerior of the comntry s declined in prospority, thero
Deingg at presont but fow exumples of prosperous fueming, in consequence of u want of laborer
Phe agricultural condition of the country hus also suffored from the elicets of th war carried
o hetween the British eolonists and the Caflres, which, although it lns enriched the merchants
il tradesten by the Targge espenditure of public moncy, hus impoverished the farmers by
i of the necessary Inborers, und by wsettling the traaquillity of the comntry.
At iy of e furnas e been allowed to rn to waste, and though
onts, and several other deseriptions
unfivornble influence of cause allnded to that the home
providad for.Plere are, however, somo articles
 which iy D commeratesd wine, hides, tullow und wool,The
nd vt herds of” enttle, sheep, horses and mules aro

omserquence hus
Hhe woil is enpuble of produciig Tdinn com, wheat, barle
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i ice varying fr hirty to one hundred
mmised. At Cape Town horses can be oltained at a price varying ; v:‘u‘n:;’: \:hidx Jnied
and the sheep are of the
at. The large
W These teams

v dollars, and mules from thirty fo seven
e emble the buffals  and
iy exteemed for the excellence of their

genons to the contry, somewhat ¢

¥t teamsters, ane seated in

vlvania, wh

e e urges the
¢ precedes the alter

i omzz by his voice and 2 lomg Tash, while the ather precedes the o
et e The arrangemnent of the

front of & wagon, not mnlike the wizuns generally in e in Penn

 Dulding o

culers, with whivh e suides them.

fastoncel to the horns uf 1
team for an exeursion of greater length is somewha different. s th
Tho wagon, however, is the sume. The ox of the Cape is a servieeahle ! ‘
good deal of the general aspeet of the buflalo, with long horns. & compact body and tapering

then horsemen accomy

nal, which lias a

rump.

Phe Commedare, nccompanicd by some of
Drated vineyurds of Constantin,
benntiful stallions, driven four-in-hud |
reins, The drive was thre
avpronched by betifil avennes bemed o the ank und
seed, and generally enltivated in the el
Substantial ledgos were also abworv

afleers, o

aeusion to visit o of the cle
s provided Binself with

by 1 neszra by,

Tavanche drawn by
s evined wel Skl in B ling 1l
itz conmtry, with pretty villus

atterad ubout, il
which tres wre rmised from the

Bt anly for orunmentul purpuese

. bt for el
ol formead f tha young k.

af only threo yenr's growth
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from the acorn. e vineyard visied was of Jimited extent and the culture of & character that
somewhat disappointed the expectations of the visitors,
The proprictor accounted for the inferior condition of his vi

neyard on the score of being
unable to provide |

mself with the necessary supply of laborers, and remarked that he shoulq
be obliged to abandon the cultivation of the grape al
an Aweriean cultivator, which he lad recently imported from the United States, and which
simple plonigh, as b state, dran by o single hors, actually accomplished the 1er of Aty
e, aecording to the wsunl mode of working ani eultivating the vine with a hoe, The grape
s cultivated ut Constantin, as in Sicly, by trinming the viue close fo the ground, and not
pernitting i¢ o grows higher than a gooscherry bush. The richness of the ing 1o dependent
upon the condition of the grape when it goes to the press. — Although the grapo beging ts ripen
1 the carly part of Felruary, it is not gathered unil tho midile of March, when the frs por
- assumed almost the appearaace of the dried raisin, in which eondition it s pressed, The prices
of these Constuniin wines vary from 1o to six dollars a gallon, necording to their quality.

e censits of 1843 gives 200,546 as the population of Cape Colony.  OF these 76,827 whites
v 101,176 colored. inhabitants make up the whole vumber of the inabitants of the varions
parts of the calony, with the exception of Cape Town, which contains a population of 22,545,
here are but fex of the aboriginal Hottentots of pure race to be found, as their bood has beo
interminggled with that of the Duich, the Negro, or the Malay. The first Enropean
of the sonthern promontory of Afrien found it tolorably well peopled, and the
respects, i better candition than many of the more northern tribos.  They
of herds of eatile and sheep, and lod u pastoral lie, Th
divided intotribes under o patriarchal gov

iscoverer
atives, in some
"hey were in possession
vero a comparatively happy people,
ment, and wandered about with their flocks and
herds, taking with dhem their moveable huts, constrietsd of houghs and poles, which woro
conveyed from pasture to pasture on the backs of oxen. Their tribes, however, have been
mostly exterminated by the cruclty -of the uropeans, although a wretched remnant have
survived and live ns miserable outeasts in the fistnesses of the desert and the forest, and are
Known as Bu Phey are still savage in charactes
habits, having received but little benefit from the civili
hase alwa

persons and
tion of their white conquerors, who
s pursed them with a ernel wantonness, © thaugh we, as Ame
Commodor ¥y lave no right (o ridl at other nations for the wro

ans,” remarks
have in

npon the aborigines of countries % i, for thargh hardly cqual to the £
in the disgusting hypocrisy with which they exeuse their acts, we are not fie bely

s committed upon our watis
warlike Caffres still retin their characteristic wildness, and pursue their predatory
¢ respeets inferior to the ordinaey African, and hnve son

ol them in

trilies,

!
They wre i

of the peenliaritios
I thn the fuferior negro; the
color i Browner, il ongh their bair i Mack wnd woolly they have fuller Joards, 1
noses are wore prominent. bt ey have the dick e Tip, und with the prom
of the Hattentats they possess the bish Enrapean forchead. The Fingoes, thon
o ol the Callies, diffr i

i

o the ey ptian vaves, They are of greater |

e degree, unnd altho

o e stier
i of s savige wature, und have the
e pustoral like 1

syl brave i tatle, e of o oss
compuratively ool watured people. The Fiige
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i o well as the women, although this kind
re of the land, in which the men engage as wel
3;:;?‘:):0,,5.,“1 among the Caflres to the females alone.  On the return of the Commodore

e et R

from Constantia, he stopped fo

it to 0 enptive chief and
Surapens, T
Jail, at o great distance from the tor
I the pr '
who hud been accompanied to fmprisomment by i i
who also had  siwilar compani

These women were counterparts of the
e in good Tooks.  Subsequently, Mr. Brown, one of the artists of the expeditiun, visited the
Drison and secured excellent likenesses of the prince wnd his wife.

—
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Tho war carried on by the English with the Hottentots and Cafre, which has continued so
long, costing an fmmense awmount of blood and treasure, s il Drolonged by the obstinacy of
o blacks. - he whole frontier has been already dovastated, and. although there is some hope
of bringing ebout . pence, o one believes that wy treaty that may b sl w1l b respeoted
longer Ly the negroes than may suit their convenionce.  Tn the lot battle, at the dute of the
it of tho Missinsipyi, in which tho English foree, hended by General Cajhrant 1 wsclf, was
‘victorious, it is said that the Cafre chief brox ight into action six thousand foot and two thousand
horse.  These munsbers are probably exaggerated, but it is well kuwn that the ypier |
penuired  olerable rganization, and that they are well supplied with arias and smmition.
hey e bitherto ad an abunduncs of provison, obtained from theis own hends ar fons
those stolen from the whites, but report says ut, owing to the carclessnesy ud waste always
attendant upon the wilitary movements of savages, the supply of food is running short with
fhom, he English declare that the Cures havo Leen instructed in the art of war 3y munerons

front the British army and by @ French missionary settled among them, who passed
* Allusion has already been made to the disastrous cffocts of the war
upon the agricultural and other resources of the country.

The principal white inhabi

ants of Cape Town are the government offcials, army offcers, and
merehunts and tradesmen. The laboring clus i composed of the mixed. races, the Malaye,
Coolies, and the negrocs. Tl emancipated negroes and theis descendunts are very much 1
churacter and condition Jike the free blacks in the h by 0o meaus as intelli-
gent and good looking. They are perfectly indepe o t, 50 long as they do not.
violate the Juws. Phey work whou it st thew, and af their own prices, und break of from
their Iubor i spoken to in a manner which they deem offusive. Their ondinary charge for
Iubor is $1 25 for u day of ten hours,

The Mississippi having taken on board from the ship Fancuil 1all a supply of csal, and
© good supply of bullocks and shecp, and having filled the water tanks, lefe Table By at
cleven o'clock, u. m., on the 3 February.  On geting fuirly out of the hurbor, the wind sas
found to he blowing strong from the westward, witha heavy swell set
I soven Juours after leaving Table Bay the stenner was off the piteh of the Cae, whence,
Daving Cupo Hanglip full in sight, her course was dirceted sontheust, in order to rouch {he
parallel of thirty-seven degrees of latitude, to avoil the sontheast gales shich provail noar tho
Cape, mnd canso a strongs current o the northward and westward, and 1o meet the variubles
which are fpund south of the border of the southenst (rudes.

For the first three days ufter leaving tho Cape the wind blew from the northest fo the southe
west until the steumer reached the latitudo of H6° 1 S, and the longitule of 239 40" K. hen
it chunged to the northward nnd castward, vather vorthwardly, und so remained to the lntitude
Of 35° 0, und ongitude 440 0, At this Tatter point the wind geadunlly hanled o the sonth.
aurse of the ship to be fnelined more to the worthward, mtil the southenst
caring hat the wind wight back again to tho
bt fall to the leeward of Man-

in from that quarter,

ward, ullowing the
trndes were et The Commndore, however,
custward, wa erefil ot 10 make too weh nortling, lest e i :
riting, thus loxing the benefit of a fair wind, which not only inerenses the rate of going of n
stemer, s of  suiling vessel, bt also saves the el of the Grmer, From the 11 to tho 14th
of February, inclusive, the m the southward amd castward, wnd at the latter
duto tho ship renched Tntitnde 20 34 und longitude 53° 22, o which period (0 her urrival
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at Port Lonis on fhe 18th the wind bung to the northward and ensn’:nrd. :.1.? rades Iu; <
entirely fuiled. The weather thronghout the passage was fine, the an.u:u;nq ing from
4 8 to 20° 03, the thermometer from T4° to $1°, the currents setting with the wind, and
T 4L e agiion o Horsburgh. to the effeet that

TThere is no reason to doubt the correctng il tion the ¢ u
o best ront or . sailing i bownd fram fhe Cape of God Hope t Maritin s tht in
‘which nealy tho whole, if not all the eusingg s sl Detween the parallel of 53° and 35° of
tue, and the southeast trades are struck botween the Ttitude of 25 and the longitude of
55° or 379, This course brings vessels well fo the windward. and e ach the
island of Mauritius without difficulty, prosided the tr Iy
In the passage of the Mississippi tho wind actually huuled as N.E.. an occurrence not
sl at tho season, when norcherly i northvesterly winds roquently prevailfrom Madag

toward and beyond the istand of Bourbon, (or, us it is now fermed, Réunion.) and Mavritivs.
Tho question lus been agitated as to whethe aners to make this curve
in their route to Mauritins, or o steam directly f Jose round
Cape Aghilus.  The Commodore is decidedly of the opinion th er be one of
first-rate speed, it would be unwise to take the direet route, in which she would have to contend
against o strong rade wind and its comsequent e
is abont 240 miles, which would hardly seq
winds and currents, laving out of consideration the advantuge of the coder and more a
able weather of the southern passage. The mail, und indeal all the Enrapean st
usually taken the Iatier route; and the Susquehan
althongh a fuster steamer than the Mississiy
Bissfsippi, of inferioe powers and speed, made the rin by the other conrse i fifteen dugs,
The Mississippi, in doubling the Cape of Good Hope in midsumnier, o
low, although hardly a week passes without,u gale from some quarter. 1L
in regard to the weather, that in the storms off the Cape Bunk aud to the o
: is turbulent, und then generally accompaniad with u bl
to commience, and during their continuauce, numbers of ulbatross,
binds, ure seen flying about, although in modernte wenther o are
they rest on the surfuce of the sea to ish, which they cauno do i u storm
Nothing was observed of a remarkable character in n moteorolos
temperature of fh air and water gavo similar indications (o fhoso
Tatitudes. o bnrometer guvo duo notico of l the varions chuges of e
great utility. here i a pesulinrity in tho action of this itrumcn in the
Cupe, and in that part of the route seross the
Tiorsburgh U remarks: “Tu tho v
o southern emisphere, tho mere
i Inttor proceoding from n warmiey
i tho barotnet

, unloss the ste

ent. The difference heaween the 1w rontes

¥ to compensate for the loss occasioned by head

oo

wers, have

. which atiempted the direet. course,
had a pass

e of seveuteen days, while the

any very heavy
el remarks,
award, the sea

whenr they are about

perce

| point of view, The
in correspondigng northern

 und proved of

Tudinn Ocenn us fiur as the
inity of e Cape Bagk, ¢ « parts of the
 rises with wartherly wd fulls with southerly winds ; thess
tumphore wre mueh sareted, consequently he mereury fulls
 wherens northerly wind coming from the frugen rochony
mora dense, e cans tho wercury o rive, This ought o e
he wind i from southoast,” contines Horsbirgl, 1 hve

o 6l comsduraly Yoo it shunged to tho north, au expe
only frony tho wariner ir coming in contact witl nnd e

ol in

ept in remembrance, for, when
al ties abserved the werenry
4 gale, Tt the full resulted
pelling the
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and 15 i olve
sol throigh tho vater: it drifted ik 45 106

amers’ frequently, by o siin X
aving fiel;

r me necessary, for doing it
s, and double that time b

is equired for the readjustment of-the foats oF buckats.
with mortification. that ‘is in many respects very backward
of thise. iy in stedim : have been already
by other natiois, and. even by privto enterprise. - Since the constriction.af thy
Mississippi and the Missouri, the ‘two first occan war steamers introduced into our naval ‘service, -
and for o tine esteemod.the finest i the world, there hus been less progress ia tho building of
vessl. than our: postion 15 'a”ation would. seem to deinand. * Most of-tho maritins
Dowers of Europe ad many ‘companics, and even private individuals, have put afloat sach véssels’
a5 it 1oust b acknowledged but fow of our steamers could fairly compete with'in excellonce of
construction:nd equipment.. The San” Jacints, Saranac; Fulton; and’ the Princoton, may;
. pointed io in illustration of thess remarks. it it i
At Dalbpost. nine o'clock, on the morning of the 18th of Februnry, the Mauritiis was st
seen fram the deok, earing N.N.E:, and.ab noon the Misiesippi was nearly abreastof Capa! -
Bravait, having passed insight of Grand' Port the scéne of tho ‘memorable action in Augist;
1810, betweon an English-'squndron, under thio command of Captains Pyne and Willoughbdy, . "
and 8 Prench fore, under Commodra Duperic. *Tu this engagement tho Bnglish were Worsted,
laving lost nearly all their vessels.. ‘Dattlowas fought within' the-coral shoals which fofm’
" the harbor of Grand Port, the balierics on’tho'shoro taking part in tho action, which ‘was
+ - prolongid several days: . g ¥ S
Early in the ovening, tho pilot having boarded the Mississippi _-
anchored qid socured tho steamaer for the night it tho outer, which aro termed the Adifal’s ~~ -
‘moorings, Next morning tho pilat roturnd to tho ship; bringing with him sovoral Inunches. -
maaed by ratives 6f Malabar, ‘who, with the assistanco of tho. crew of tho Mississppi,
complotal her. moorings, which wns o process requiring: much timo and labor.  All vessols
enterlig .tho. harbor of Port Louis nro sccured by frigates” chains tached to. rooring
anchors, and brought on bonrd, ono at ench bow and ono at each quarter. This operation
is entiroly wider the direction of the pilots, who with their lunchos, warps, aud mimerous
hunds, aro constantly oceupied in mooring and wnmooring the various vescls as.thoy onler o ;
Leava’ thio harbor. - Vossels aro moored hesid and stern, with their bows to tho southenst, the
dircotion'from which tho hurricancs wsunlly come,  As these gansrally blow diroetly out of thy *
harbor, thoy ro accompaniad with vory littlo sen; but such is often tho violenco of tho wind,
thot tho strong moorings give way, and tho mast destructiva results onsio, th vesedls boing
daahed againat ench othor, and. the shores strown with wresks. 1t is raroly.that_thoss.gales
Blow into tho'harbor, but when thoy do, a-tromendous sen i thrown into tho Little port, nd
tho strongest moorod and best found vessels can hardly escapo disaster.
BT .

near tlie miouth'of tho karbor,

i
iy

i
!
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ide against the destructive

Every possible precantion has heen taken by the government to proy
igorously seconded in their efforts by

effets of these furious stormns, and the authoritics are
th intelligence und. indcatignblo aitention of Licutenant. Kdward Kelly, of the royal mavy,
the harbor master, who is ever on the alert to meet the wants of vessels, giving warning of the
z gale, and suggesting such weasures as may the better guard

appearance of an approad
them against accident. Such was the favorable impression made upon the Commodore by the

portect state of the post regalations, that he was inducel to address  note to Licutenant Kelly,
expressing his satisfaction, and thanking him for the facilities which lad been rendercd to the

Mississippi.
Our Lightihouse Board might gather from the esample of these esccllent regulations soma

usoful hints; but it is feared that that branch of administration, like (00 many others, is 5o
much exposed to ignorant legislation, that any disposition it may have toward reform and
progress would be hindered by wnwise interference.






