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AUTHOWS NOTE

P major portion of this volume consiss of
lotters which were seut to the New York
“Evening Post” in my capacity as staff core-
spoudent for that paper. The period covored
Dy the letters was that from July, 1899, to Fob-
Tuary, 1900, An eutire rowriting, which would
have taken time not at my immediate disposal,
might have resulted in a more coherent ad
botter litorary form for the book. T had no
choice in the matter, and perhaps an advantage
lies in the presentation of the lotters i so
nearly their form, as they thus offor (he
impressions of fhe time and place from an im-
mediate viewpoin
My trip to the islands was made for the pur-
pose of oltaining the fullest possible informa-
tion npon” the goneral subject. In obinining
that information 1 have been hampered by no
projudices, influenced by no partisan politics. 1
have sought only thut which was fair and honest
it Somie will nceept the views and opin-

and

ions heve presented ; some will donbtless refuse

them.  They e at least honest and, [ beliove,

also just and chavitable. T wasunder no instrue-
n



12 ATTHOR'S NOTE

tions from the home office, save the bricf in-
junction to tell the truth as I saw it. That T
endoavored 1o do, socking no favor and fearing
1o rebuke.

My sources of information were miny and
various. Friends and nequaintances in army
lifo and in civil life, Filipinos, Americans and
aliens, have all been ehumels throngh which
information bas been obtained. My conclu-
sions havo not hoen hastily formed. Thoy arc,in
large measure, a cousensus of the statements of
fho many whom I have me, rathor than a purely
individual opinion. That the book is, in its
goneral tenor, a pro-Filipino argument, T freely
admit. 1f T have erred in anything, wy ervor
ies i an overestimnte of the vitality of funda-
mental issnes for which the Filipinos have fonght
again and again during their listory.

In their present stige, Amorican affairs in the
Philippines are, fo largo extent, a matter of argu-
ment. That which is e stated 1 beliove to bo
true. The events of coming days will establish
tho correctness or determiine the error of the
conclusions and_opinions. The futuro alono
can measure the extent and the seriousness of
Americas problem in the far st

ALsEn GArovEr ROBINSON.






