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ahounds in: Luzon'!
many of the other ilands; but as the monitairs
which concenl it are in possession of the infidel
Indians, the mines are not worked; indeed it
may be said they are searcely known. These
savages collect it in the brooks and-streamlets,
and in the form of dust, offer it to the Christians
who inhabit  the neighbouring . plains, in ex-
change for coarse goods'and fire-arms; and it has
sometimes happencd- that they have-brought it
down in grains of one and two ounces weight.
The natives of the province of Camarines partly
devote themselves to the working of the mines
of Mambulao and Paracale, which have the re-
putation of being very rich ; but, far from avail-
ing themselves in_ the smallest degrec of the ad-
vantages of art, they content themsclves with
extracting the ore by means of an extremely im=
perfect fusion, which is done by plcing the
mineral in shells and then heating them on em-
bers: A considerable” waste' consequently tnkes
place, ‘and althongh the metal -obtained is good
and high coloured, it ‘generally pass “into the
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hands of the district. i ho collectsit at

. a price infinitely lower than it is worth in trade.

1t is a generally received opinion that gold
‘mines are equally to be met with in the province
of Caraga, situated on the coasts of the great
island of Mindanao, where, as well as-on other
points, this metal is met with equal to 22 carats,
The quantity, however, hitherto brought down
from the: mountains by the infidel tribes, and
ned by, the tributary Indians, has not
Teen an ob_]ect of very great importance.
Well-founded reasons exist for presuming that,
in the province of Tlocos, mines of virgin copper
exist, a singular production of nature, or at least,
not very -common, if the generality of com-
binations under which this metal presents itself
in. the rest of the globe, are duly.considered.
This is partly inferred from the, circumstance of
its having been noticed that the Igorrot Indians,

_who,occasionally come down from the mountains
.to barter with the Christians, use certain coarse

jars_or” vessels of copper, evidently made by
themselves with the use of a hammer, without
any art or regularity; and as the ignorance. of
these demi-savages is too great for them to
possess the notions necessary for the separation of

the, component parts which entor-into the com-

‘bination . of minerals,and much less for the con-
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and forivation of the moulds;-it:is concluded
thiey mast have founid ‘some’ vein. of ‘copper en-
tirely pure, which, without the necesiity of any
tion, they huve licen able to fatten
id reidered malleable; 0 a3

"Dl dlsmcf,-mngmme of Caraga, D. A\lgnst
de Yoldi, received a special commission from the
government to explore and obtain information
respecting a mine of cinnabar, which was said to

_be situated under his jurisdiction ; and T bave’

been informed of another of the same species in
the island. of Samar, the working of which has
censed for:a; considerable - time, not because the
prospect was ‘whfivourable; but'for the want of
an intelligent person o superintend. and’ carry
on the operations. The utility of s\m a di
covery is too obvious not to deserve, on the part
of government, the most serious attention and

* As a proof of the great ehanges which must take place by
the introduction of machinery in the distant possessions of
Spin, it may be remarked, that in Lima, copper in pigs, sells
for eight dollars, and in sheets, frequently from forty to sixty,
and, during the last war, ot ninety dollars per quintel. ~This
fact suggested to an cnlightened Spaniard, of the nam of
Lareta, the iden of establishing works for flatiening ; butfis
exporiment failed, for the want of rollers and other suitable
‘machinery,—Tn.

3
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every encoutagement to render it available ; and
it is to be hoped that, as the first steps have al-
veady been taken iu this important disclosure,
the enterprise will uot be abandoned, but, on the
contrary, that exertions will be made to obtain
aid and advice from the Miners * College of
Mexico, as the best means of removing doubt,
and acting with judgment in the affair *.

;% Native cmmbnr, i which quicksilver i, mineralized by
mlphur, s of different shades, from yellowish to’ deep red.
100 parts of cinnabar contain 20 of sulphur 4nd 80 of quick-
silver, and the latter s obtained by sublimation. It was not
A1 tho 161l cantury tht the method of refning silver by amal-
gamation; or the incorporation of mercury with the pulverized
‘metallic ore, was understood. It was inwroduced into South
America in 1571, by Pedro Fernmndez de Velasco, and has
since been universally used, with supplics chiefly derived
from Europe. A rich ‘quicksilver mino had ‘Boén discovered
in Huancavelica, an intendancy of Peru, of which"the capital
stands sevintystwo loagies rom Lima, on the Cusco road Tn
lis mine was purchased on account of government, and
tio supplies of the articlo constituted into & monopoly on the
partof the crown. In the courso of 219 years, from the
above date to Dec. 31, 1789, 1,040,452 quintals, or upwards
o 104 willions pounds of quicksilver hiad been obtnined fromi
this minc, orabout 4750 quintals per aanum ; of which the an-
‘nunl churges Wero oqual to 48,346 dollars. The price of this
article, deemed essentinl for tho working of tho mins in Peru,
hgsvuried greatly. In 1786, it was at 60 dollrs per quintaly
ind 1701, 0t 73, Tho Huaneavelica mineral is found in a
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. Iron wineral is:xamificated; if;the expression
may be“allowed, through-varions:points ofl the
island ‘of Luzon; and those who'apply:themselves
to- theiwérkingi:of it,-without:the: necessity of
digaing apertves to /obtain. it;"content, them-
selvesswiths! ing “ithe s ‘stone
ivhich:constitate: the upper. stratum, and these,
when placedin-*fusion, generally: yield about
40 per cent. clear metal. Thisis thé case in the
mountains of Angat, situated in the province of
Bulacan, and also in the vicinity of the Baligua
viver, In Moron, however, belonging to the
province: of La Lagund, where the manufuctory
for-cannon-balls: s, established, the ore does not
yicld:upwards of 22:per cent. - Tts quality is in
genenal better than’the best Biscayan iron, as is

whitish mass, and when bruised is put in a vaulted furnace,
Volatilized, it rses in smoke that’ rushes through lidles
in the roof, and falling into vessels prepared for the’ purpose,
he quickslver precipitates in a pure, eavy wnd ligquid mass,
that is condensed by water placed in the bottom of the vases.
Formany years the Spanish government has not allowed this
‘mino to-bo. worked, which has made Peru entirely dependent
on Europe for quicksitver; but the new process, introduced in
th silver minos of Pasco, will supersede its use. Humboldt

states that Mexico alone consumes 16,000 quintals dunually,
chiofly supplied (rom Austra, by g contraet with the emperor,
4l 1802, since when the Almaden mine. in Spain has been
worked on o larger scale. A fruitiess attempt was once made to
ebtuin supplies from China for Mexico.—1's.

’ 2
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proved by formal experiments, and a report
made in 1798, in conformity to the orders of
Governor D. Rafael Maria de Aguilar; by two
master smiths from Biscay, embarked on board
the squadron of Admiral Alava, in presence of the
Count de Aviles and D. Felix de la Rosa, pro-
prietors of the mines of Moron and Angat, and
the factor of the Philippine Company, D. Juan
Francisco Ufrozr Nntwnhsundmg -these ad-
bnmch
of zindusty’has mot yet passed’ beyond the
most rode principles and imperfect practicé,
owing to the want of correct information as
tothe best mode of process, as well as of funds
on the.part of the proprietors, in order to en-
able them to carry on their works. Without the
aid of rolling or slitting mills, indeed, unprovided
with the most essential instraments, they have
hitherto confined themselves to the converting
their ton into plotigh-shares, machettes, o,
and such other agricultural implements; leaving
the Chiniese of Emouy in quigt possession of the
advantages of being allowed to bring to market
amnual supplies of all Kinds of mails, the boilers
used on the sugar plantations, pots and pans, as
well as other articlesin this line, which might
easily be manufactured in the islinds*.

* Busides the above, the tutenague and an extremely fine
specics of londstone are met with, and within the last fifty
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“In the islandof Leyte, abundance of sulphur
is met with, “and from "thence the gunpowder
works of Manilla are supplied at very reasonable
prices Juspers, corneliais and agates, are also

f these p
indeed, “gives ‘Toom: for’ presuming

exciting the curiosity and usefal rescarches’ of
mineralogists, Wwho, unfortunately, have not
hitherto extended their labours to these remote
pasts of the globe*.

s, quirries ‘of a fine wiite marble hove been opencd:

of foreigners, have not neglected useful and
in their transmarine dominions, though, owing 10 distance, it
is to be regretted the labours of learned ‘men bhavé Hot been
extended to the Philippine Islands.  Peru, though less knowa
in England than tho ather portions of South America, has
been ,fortunate in this respeet.  Cieza, Gomara and Zarate,
wero the earlicst historians who attempted to give a few no-
fices of the esculent and medicinal plants of Peru,  Garcilaso,
Pinclo, Crlancha and Acosta, followed them, with more pre-
cision and detail ; but it has only been within few years that
the forests and valleys were explored. A
In 1736, the celebrated expedition was. undertaken to mea-
aurd the torrestriol degrees beneath the equator, consisting of
Godin, Bouguer, and Condamine, on tho part of France, and
4o two Ulloas, on that of Spain, Jussiou was attached to
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“Péar] fisheries are, from time to time; ‘under-
taken on some points of the const of the islnd of

, and’ De Moraioville, as drafis-
man. . Jussieu, aftor devoting infisite pains to the botuny of
Peru, returniug to Burape, was plundered at Buenos Ayres of
bisdrowings and specimens by is servant, who supposed kis
trink contained sridles of ireasre. The year 1778 wi,

e, the mis

them,iin-quality  of botan

el on’ ia- pui-of Spain, and Mr. Dombey ,on. that of
Francs, assisted by D. Hipolito Ruiz, who' justly may be
styled the Linnceus of Peru. Their commission being ended,

s, Tafaya and ‘Pulgar were left behind to eontinue their
botanical esearches, and then it was that the Audes mountains
were first explored—the Andes, that rich treasury of the gifts
of nature. “T'en years of vincoasing applicat

n supplied the
materials for the grand work, called the Flova Peruana. In
1790,unother espedition was formed by Chilés 1V, under the
care of D. Alesauder Malesping, to explore, by sea snd aad,

ingdom of Peru, Tt §

m,,\.mm\m in England. Mueli is lso duo to Pincda in'Pery,
and Mutis in Santa Fe de Bogota.  But to the woiks of 1lum.
boldt and Bonpland, tho public arc, perhaps, more indebicd for
2 knowledge of the South American continent than any of
thir seicntific predecessors, and they acknowledgo the graat
aid and protection they received from the Spanish government,
Humboldy, it is now understood, hus formed the project of
wisiing the Indian Archipelago, in which caso the Philippin
Telands will, no doub, enter witin th raogo of bis valuable
pescarchis,—Ti,
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Mindanao, and some of -the suiallér ones, not far
from:' that of Zebu, but with little siccess and
less constancy, -not because there is a searcity of
fine:peatls; of «a bright. colour‘and considerable
sizej? bution”“acdount-of théwant ofskill in:the
divers; anid their just dréad of the sharks; which,
in - great ‘iumbers; - infest. these seas. Anibei.is
frequently gathered in considerable lumps inthe
vicinity of Samar and the other ishinds called
Bissayas, as well as mother of pearl, tortoise-
shell, and red and black coral, of the utter kind
of which, T haveseen shafts s thick asmy finger
and six or eight feet long.

“Esrares.—The proprietors of estates in the
Philippines, are- of four.classes. The most con-
siderable is-that of ‘the. religious-arders of St.
Augustin and $t. Dominic, who cultivate their
respective lands on joint account, or-let them
out at a moderate ground-rent, which®:the
planters pay in kinid; but far from Jiving in
opulence, and accumulating the immense. ve-
venues some of the veligious communities enjoy
in America, they stand in need of all they earn

and possess for their maintenance, and in order
to e enabled to discharge the various duties and
obligations anuexed to the wissions with which
they ure intrusted *.

* o Doctrina or mission, is an extent of country placed
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The -second class comprehends -the Spanish
proprietors, whose number possibly doesnot ex-
ceed a dozen of persons, and even they labour
under such disadvantages, and have to contend
with so many obstacles, under the existing order
of things; that, compelled to divide theirlands
into rice plantations, in consequence of this being
the species of culture to which the Indians are
most inclined, -and to devote a considerable por-
tionof them-to the grazing of horned cattle, no
oné of them is in a situation to give to agriculture
the variety and extent desived, or to attain any
progress in a pursuit which in other colonies
rapidly leads to riches.

The third consists of the principal Mestizos
and Indians, and is in fact that which constitutes

+ the real body of farming proprietors. In the

" fourth and last may be included ;all. the. other

natives, who generally possess a swyall strip,of
land situated, round: their dwellings, or at. the
extremities of. the various towns and settlements

under’the spiritual caro of rinrs, who are almost exclusively

¥ ¢ insunction of the people of the interior, chiefly

s, and who act the samé as a curato in a
u, for that reason, bo culled with oqual pro-
priety parucuial disinets, under e cnre of religious orders,
Placod there by the heads of their respective convens, under
o authority of government, and ia mauy cases acting with @
degres of civil power.—T'w.
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formed by the conguerors; . besides. what they
may have obtained from their ancestors in the
way of legal inberitance, which rights have
b onﬁrmed to uxem,by the present sovereign

/From the two lalter classes it is that tbose
great obstacles. arise of .which mention has al-
ready, been made, and they are such as to dis-
hearten Spanish individuals, and prevent them
from employing their capitals in the improve-
ment, of agriculture, under the following cir-
cumstances.  As the Philippine Indian, not-
withstanding the peculiar apathy of his general
character, is extremely anxious to extend his
territorial . property,:and, ‘on, the, other hand,
views with displeasure; and even witha certain
degree of apprehension, the establishment of
Spanish estates in his own neighbourhood, no
sooner does he find that attempts to clear and
prepare new lands are for this purpose making,
than he resolves to play off all the artifices his
malice ean suggest, and to give rise to as many
impediments as he can, in order to thwart and
prevent the quict possession, to which, in point of

. right, the new plnter thinks heis entitled. This
is o greater impediment than at first can be ima~
gined,and although the titles the Indian alleges
in his fuvour are too frequently no other than
such as are, founded ou the traditions of the
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elders living in his own district, and not on legal
instruments deposited in the archives of the re-
spective towns, it is made a regular and con-
certed ‘scheme among. these “elders and their
partisans, to eject the Spanish proprietor, who
becoming’ disgusted, -enters into a composition
and arrangement, sfterwards burdensome to him,
with a'view to' rid himself of further trouble
and ‘miolestition; ‘or‘abaiidons: his ‘projects ‘alto-
thier;: ndt'to-be-inivolved ‘in" troublesome
suits; atid in” which the legal ‘defendeis of the
Indians, a duty that devolves-on the fiscals of
the civil-and' ériminal ‘courts, act with a great
degree of partiality.

The ‘greatest subject of regret, however, is,
that in cases when the Indians definitively suc-
ceed in obtaining verdicts in“their favour re-
garding disputed lands, ‘it - follows- that the
Spaniard, who was disposed to dedicate himself
strequouslyto'cultivate the property, is deprived
‘of it'5 it the successful litigants neither clear
thelands, nor attemptito comiply with-any of the
‘conditions iiposed by the 61st article of the
Regulations of the Intendants, relating to private
property.  According to the enactments therein
‘contained, this circumstance of itself wonld be
asufficient plea to warrnt the ejectment of - the
‘hew master, and again place the property in the
elass: of ‘crown lunds, by which means it might
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be - distributed” among «miore tlaboious persons:
Nevertheless, ‘this- latter- case mever oceurs, ‘nor
would the sagacity of-the Indian ‘leave him un-
red with fresh sub d mears of elud-
mgf-the veffectof theisgulation, if there wasa
it veling chiefly, onthit

partiality i his sfavour:generally - prevailingsin
the superior:conrts, no dotibt consonant with-the
spirit of our legislation, which mistaking the
want of information for simplicity and inno-
cence, has sought to excuse the faults the Indians
frequently commit, by classing them among the
- follies :or- aberrations :attendant on the infancy
and- old :age :of ‘man, born -in more civilized
societies. /From -whitever imatives this - back-
wardness may arise, it is indispensibly necessary
to overcome obstacles ‘of such- great moment; if
the views to extend the cultivation andiperfection
of the various branches of industry ‘in - these
islands are to be -carried into effect. It will,
beyond doubt, in some measure dissipate the
distrust by which the Indian is actuated, when
the new and paternal

rtions of the superior
overnment, to ameliorate his present situation,
are fully known, and when that valuable portion
of our distant. population is assured that their
rights will henceforward-be respected, and those
exactions and compulsory levies which formerly
so much - disheartened them, ‘are tntnlly. abos
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lished. . On the other hand, a new stiniilus will
be given by the living example and fresh fmpulse.
communicated to the provinces by other fami-
lies emigrating and settling there, nurtured
in the spirit and principles of those reforms in
the ideas and maxims of government, by which
the present era is distinguished. A practical
participation in these advantages will, most as-
suredly, awaken a spirit of enterprise and emu-
lation that may be extremely beneficial to- agi-
culture, and as the wants of the natives increase
in proportion as they are enabled to' know and
comipare the comforts arising out of the presence
and ‘extension of conveniences and luxuries in
their own towns, they will naturally be led to
possess and adopt them, J

Sosalutary a change however:can only be the
work of time, and as long as the government
confines itself toa system merely protecting, the
effects /must, consequently be slow. . * As’it is
thierefore nccessary to put in action more power-
ful springs than the ordinary ones, it will be
found expedient partly to relax from some of
those general principles which apply to socioties,
differently constituted, or vather formed of other
perfectly distinet clements.  As relating to the
subject under discussion, 1 fortunately discover
two means, pointed out in the laws themselves,
essentially just, and at the sume time capable of
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producing in tliis populois colony,more than in
any other, the' desired results. . The legislator,
founding himself -on the common obligation of
the subject to contribute: something iin return
for the protection’ he receives, .and to cooperate
in-thé increase of the power and opulence of the
state, proscribes idieness as a crime, and points
out labour ‘as a duty ; and although the regula-
tions totching the Indiaus breathe the spirit of
humanity, and exhibit the wisdom with which *
they were originally formed, they nevertheless
concur and are directed to this primary object.
1n them the distribution of vacant lands, as well
as of the Indians at fair daily wages to clear
them, is universally allowed, and these are the
means above pointed out, from an equitable and
intelligent application of which the most berie-
ficial consequences may be expected.

The first cannot, be attended with any gréat
difficulty, because all the provinces abound’ in
waste and vacant lands, and scarcely is there a
district in which some are not to be found of
private property cumplet,ely unealtivated and

lected, and 1y susceptible, as above
stated, of bemghsnllv transferred, for this reas
son alonc, to the possession of an active owner.
Let their pature however be what it may, in
their adjudication, it is of the greatest import-
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ance to proceed with uniformity, by conscerating,
in-a‘most irrevocable manner, the' solemnity of
all similar grants.  Public interest and reason,
in' the Philippine Islands, require that in-all
such cases deference only should be paid to de-
‘mands justly interposcd, and formally éstablished
within a due and- prefixed period ; but after full
and public notice has been given by the re-
spective judicial-authorities, of the titles'about
to be granted,’ the counter claims the: natives -
inaly‘seek 6 put in after the elapse of the period
prefiked; should  be peremptorily  disregnrded.
Although at-first sight this appears a direct “in-
fringement on the impreseriptible rights of
property, it must be considered that ifi some
cases individual- interests- ought to be sacrificed
to general good, and that the balance used, when
treating of the affairs of state; “is-never of ‘that
rigid kind as if applied to those:of minot:con-
sideration; ~The fuct is, that by this meansmanij:
would/ be “induced ‘to form estatés; iho have
hithérto been Withheld by the drend of involving
thiemselves; and: spending: their money in law-
suits; at the same time. the natives, gradually
accustoming themselves to: this new order- of
things, would lny aside that disposition to strife
and contention, which forms so peculiar a trait
in their character, and that antipathy and odium
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would. also, disappear,. with, which . they have
usually, viewed the agricaltuval undertakings of
Spauiards. :
Proceeding on;to, the - consideration of the
second;,means. of accelerating the: improvement
of agricultare, viz. the. distribution. of the Tn-
" dians,. it ;will. suffice. to say that it would.be
equally easy to, shiéw that it is absolutely neces-
sary rigorously to carry into effect, in the Phi-
lippine Islands, whatever the Taws on this subject
preseribe, otherwise we must give up all those
substantial hopes entertained of the felicity of
the colony. We are no longer in a situation to
be restricted. to the removal of ordinary obsta-
cles, and. the- season_is .gone by in which, as
heretofore, it entered into our policy to employ
no other than indirect stimulants, in_order to
incline the Indian to labour. Itiscvident that
admonitions and offers of reward no. longer.
suffice ; nor indeed have the advantageous terms
proposed to them by some planters, witha view
to. withdraw the lower orders of the natives,
such as the timauas and caglianes, or plebeians,
from the idle indifferénce in which they are
sunk, been of any avail. Their wants and wishes
being casily supplied, the whole of their happi-
ness seems to_ depend on quict and repose, and
their highest enjoyment on the pleasure of sleep.
Energy, however, and a certain degree of severity
3
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must be employed, if permanent resources are
to be called forth, and if the progressive settle-
ment of European families and the formation of
estates, proportioned to the fertility of the soil
and capabilities of the country, are to enter into
the views of government. In vain would grants
and transfers of vacant and useless lands be made
to new and enterprising proprictors, unless at
the same time they can be provided with la-
bourers, and experience every other possible
facility,’ in -order to clear, enclose, and cultivate
them. Hence follows the indispensable necessity
of appealing to the system of distributions, as
above pointed out; for what other class of la-
bourers can be obtained in a country where the
whitesare so few, unless it is the uatives ? Should
they object to personal service, should they re-
fuse to labour for an equitable and - daily allow-
“ance, by which means they would also cease to
be burdens to the state and to socicty, why‘are
they ot ‘to bie ‘compelled to contribute by this
means ‘to the prosperity of that community of
which they are members; in a ‘word, to the
public good, and thus make some provision for
old age? If the soldier, conveyed away from his
mtive land, submits to dangers, and is un-
ceasingly exposed to death in defence of the
state, why should not the Indian moderately use
his strength and activity in tilling the ficlds
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which are to sustain hini and enrich me common-
wealth ?
e
Besides, things in the Philippine Istands G
a very different aspect. to what they. do on the
American continent, where, as.authorized by the
said laws, - certain number of .Indians may .be
impressed for’ o séason, and sent off inland to-a
o their dwelli 1ther
for the purposes of agricalture, or working of the
mines, provided only they are taken care of
during their journeys, maintained, and the price
of their daily labour, as fixed by the civil au-
thorities, regularly paid to them*. The im-
mense valleys and mountains susceptible of

# Allusion is iere made to thé mia, or compulsory labour
of the Tndians in the mincs. It was once generl i the
mining counties of Spanish America, but, in. Mesico; has
been discontinued for upwards of fifty years. . It continuedin
Paru, but by a decree of the Cores, when assembled in Cadiz,
was altogather abolished, und now the constitution is restarcd
in Spain, this decree no doubt will be ncwed upon. The
istory "of this spesies of requisition is ns follows: Viceroy
Toledo was the first who cuused a regular enumeration of the
Indians to bo made, from cighteen to fity, the ages at which
diey begin and ceass to pay tibute and work in the mines.
o di

(;m\em\\y Furopeans of wealth and respectability. . He as-
signed. the, seventh part of the. Tndiuns registered <o the
¥
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cultivation, especially in.the ‘island of Luzon,
being once settled, and the facilities of obtaining

workiig of the mines, under striet and formal regulations,
Which, unfortunately, were not always followed. According
10 these regulations, the choice of the milayo, or Indian fixed
upon, was to tske place in his own town, in preseuce of bis
governor or cacique, and in such, manner that tho lot could
only fall upon him once in seven years. In Potosi, he was
only compelled to work four months, each labourer having two
‘others to reliéve him; ho served the same space of time, al-
fernating; one Week of work, and two of rest; so that in the
itty-two years which intervene between cighteen and fifly,
the Indian was lisble to serve cightcen months in the mines.
Trom their native provinces they were conducted by their own
captains ; the marcied accompanicd by their wives, and an
oxget list wade of all the effects carried with them.  No al-
teration eould be made in their respective destinations or de-
portments of labour, so that the one-on whom the lot had
fallen to work in the mines, could not exchange with him who
was 0 attend to the mills. They received. 20 rials, -aboat
11s. 9. per, week, and their provisions supplied  at.a fixed
mte. . For travelling_expences, they were allowed half a rial
pet league. :

Tho inhabitants of tho distriet of Porco, situted behind the
“Andacaba Cordillera, in Upper Peru and near Potosi, in
bleak and dosert purt of the country, contributed to the royal
mita employed in working the latier wines, and for this tanda
or distribution of labour, they were ealled upon in tarns, when
thoy cast lots for every soventh man, Thoy folta dread in
eing employed in this kind of work, owing to the asthmatic
“complaints 80 many of. their'countrymen have contracted under
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hands increased, such legal acts of compulsior,
far.from being any longer necessary, will have
introduced a spirit of industry that will render
the Inbours of the. field supportable and even
desivable; ;and in this occapation all the tributary
natives.of the surrounding settlements: .can-be
alternately. employed, by the day or week, and
thus do their work almost at the door of their
own huts, and as it werc in sight of their wives
and children,

1f, after what las; been above stated, the ap-
parent opposition which at first sight strikes the
eye, in Law 40, Title 12, Book 6, speaking on
this subject,-and expressly referring to the Phi-
lippine: Islands, should be alleged, no more will
he necessary than to studyits genuine sense, or
read it with attention, in;order to be convinced
of its perfect concordance with the essential parts
of the other laws of the Indies, already quoted
in explanation and support of the system of dis

tributing the labourers. The above-mentioned
law. does indeed contain a strict recommenda-
tion to employ the Chinese and Japanese, not
domicilinted, in preference to the Indians, in the

ground, ad they left their eabins and fumilies with d(‘spon
Aénéy, after the prayens of tho church had'been offered up for
. thém; decompunied by the mouraful music of theif drums and
fifes,~T'n}

2
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establishments for cutting timber and other royal
works, and further enjoins that use is only to be
made of the latter in emergencies, and when the
preservation of the state should require it. It
has however happened that, since the remote
period at which the above lnw was promulgated,
not only all contracts and commerce have ceased,
but also every communication with Japan has
been interrapted, and for a number of years not
a single individual of that ferocious race ‘has
existed in the Philippine Islands. With regard
to the Chinese, who are supposed to be numerous
in the capital, of late years they have diminished
so much, ‘that according to a census made by
orders of the government in the year 1807, no
more than 4700 are found on the registers; and
if in consequence of their secreting themselves,
or withdrawing into the interior, a third more
might be added to the above amount, their total
‘numbers would still remain very inconsiderable,
‘aiid infitiitely ‘inferior to what is required, not
only for the tillage of the estates, but even for
the royal works.
As, therefore, the Japanese have totally dis-
appeared, and the number of Chinese is evidently
dequate to the wants of agriculture, it almost
necessarily follows that the practice of distri-
Jbuting the Indian labourers, s allowed by the
lfowuill laws of the Indics, under all circum-
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stances, is_the only alternative left. Even if,
against the adoption of this measure,. it should
be attempted to object the ambiguous sense of
the_ concluding. part. of . the. secand - clause, it
would.be easy. to compreliend its true intent and
meaning, by referring to Law 1, Title 13, Book
6, which says— That, .considering. the incon-
veniences which would arise from doing away
with certain distributions of grounds, gardens,
estates, and other plantations, in which the In-
dians are interested, asa matter on which the
preservation of those distant dominions and pro-
vinces depends, it is ordained that compulsory
labour, and such distributions as are advanta-
geous to the public good, shall continue.” After
so pointed an explanation, and a manifestation
50 clear of the spirit of our legislationyin, this

respect, all further comments would be. useless;
and no doubt whatever can be any longer enter-
tained of the expediency, and even of the justice
of putting the plan of well-regulated distribu-
tions in practice,

a powerful means o promote
the: agriculture, and sccure to Spain the pos-
session of these valuable dominions in the Indian
seas*,

* The doctrine hore put forth with régard 0 the propricty
of compalling tho Indian to lnbour,:&c would by nggmeans
suit tho foclings of an, Englishman ; but it is now vacless to
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- For a'more accurate idea of the advantages
resulting from agriculture in the Philippine
Islands, vide the Comparative Statement con-
tained in Table, No. I1., placed in the Appendi,
which, it will be noticed, only embraces the
articles of sugar, rice, and indig

Manvracrurss.—If in my description of the
chief natural productions of these islands, I have
purposely omitted many of the second order, to
the cultivation of which the Indians willingly
devote themselves, with a view not to confound
them with those having a more direct connexion
(With, the export trade, the civcle must. be still
more confined, when I como to treat of their
wanfacturing industry, under the sume point
of view. It wonld be impossible for any one t¢
contradict the trath of the vemarks of D. Juan
Francisco Urror, belonging to’ the Philippine
Company, in “lis long and corvect. veport, 6d
dressed o the ‘managing committee in ‘1802;
whon e obscrves, « That the Philippine Tslands,

-——

atlempt to impugn it, s the_re-establishment of tho constitu-.
tion (otully prevants it baing put in practice. Tho Yadians
Ao a difticult raco'to manage, and it must' bo acknowledged
tat tho author's observations contain many practical truths,
though perlaps tho conclusions he draws from them, are not
ulto corret, - Somo notice lus already been taken of this
o Prcliminary Discourso,~T.

.
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frony time immemorial, were ‘acquainted with,
and still retain that species of industry peculiar
to the country, adapted to the customs and
wants-of thematives, and which itutes. th

chief brancli of their. clothing. - This, ‘although
confined to coarse-articles, may in its clsszbe
called perfect, as far as'it answers the end for
which it is intended ; and if an attempt were
made to enumerate the quantity of mats, hand-
erchiefs, sheeting, and a variety of other cloths
manufactured for this purpose only in the pro-
vinces of Tondo, Laguna, Batangas, Tlocos, Ca-
gayan, Comarines, Albay, Bisyas, &e.im-
mense supplies of each kind would appear, which
give, ocoupation ito-‘an incaleulable number of
Jooms, indistinetly ‘worked by Indians, Chinese,
and Sangleyan Mestizos, indeed all the' classes,
in their own humble dwellings, built of canes

and thatched with palm leaves, without any
apparatus, or even the appenrance of regular
manufacture.”

With equal truth am T cnabled to add, that
the natural abilities of these Tudians in the ma-
nufacture of all kinds of. cloths, fine as well as
coarse, e really admirable. They succeed-in
reducing the harsh flaments -of the palm-tree,
Known by the namie of Abaca™, to-suchn degree
R

o 1 it was ot expresly sated. ok the Abaea is a species
of pulm, from which the Philippines are described as manus
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of fineness, that they afterwards convert,them
into textures equal to the best muslins of Bengal.
The beaaty and evenness of their embroideries
and open works excite surprise; in short, the
damask table-cloths, ornamental weaving, tex-
tures of cotton and palm-fibres, intermixed with
silk, and i in the al ioned
provinces, clearly prove how much the inha-
bitants of the Philippine Istands, in nataral abi-
lities and._dexterity, resemble the other people
of the Asiutic regions. Tt must novertheless be
allowed, that awant is noticed of that finish and
polish which the perfection of axt gives to each
commodity; but this circumstance ought not to
appear strange, if we consider that, entirely de-
void of all methodical instruction, and ignorant
also of the importance of the subdivision of la-
bour, which contributes so greatly_to simplify,

fucturing GGrddgo and even fine goods, it might have been
supposed, thit allusion was made to the Sunn plant (Crotolaria
Juneea), visod in Bongal and other parts of the Bast Indies,

5o which T very much suspect is the case, for in somo original

papers in my possession, relting to tho Philippine lslands, the
haca ia clled the bemp-plant. The Gomudi ealled by the
Spuniards cubo negro, is wlso used for the same purpose, and
Uhe bonote or cuiro, n spesies of tow mado from the eoco-
Planit, serves for caulking,  In Sumatra, it s statod by Marsden,
that excollent twino is made from o species of natle, called
Caloace, and tho maives also make twine of tho bark of a
shray called Bndeloo; and in the Lampoon couniry, from the
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shorten, and improve the respective excellence
of all kinds of works, the same Indians gin and
clean the cotton, and then spin and weave it,
without: any other instruments than their hands
and feet;: aided only by-the coarsé and unsightly
looms they themselves construct in a.corner of
their huts,” with scarcely any thing else thana
few canes and sticks.

From the preceding observations it may easily
be deduced that, although the natives succeed -
in preparing, with admirable dexterity, the pro-
ductions of their soil, and therewith satisfy the
greatest part of their domestic wants, facts which
certainly manifest their talents and aptitude to
be employed in‘works of more taste and delicacy,

turing industry is never far from
being generalized, nor can it be said to be placed
with any degree of solidity on its true and pro-
per basis. Hence arise those great supplies of
goods annually imported into the country, for

bark of the Bagoo tree. The bark of the Pesang, or plan-
tain, lso furnishes fibres, in somo places worked in'the loom!’” =
“The Coir and Gomuti are palins, and used in Bengal for cord-
ago, &c. The hemp-plunt in Bengal and other parts of the
East Indies, is used for an intoxicating preparation made of it,
called Bang, and not for cordage, to which the sunn plant, or
the' Paitt (Corchorus Olitorius) are almost exclusively ap-
plied—Tn. i
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the purpose of.making up the deficiencies of the

local manufactures.

That regelar distribution or classification of
the assemblage of operations which follow each
other in gradation, from the rough preparation of
the first materials, till the same have arrived at
their perfect state of manufacture, instead of
being practised, is entirely unknown. ‘The want
of good machinery to frge the cotton from the

“ multitude of seeds with which it is encumbered,

s0%as’to .perform the operation with case and
quickness, is the first and greatest obstacle that
occurs ;-and. its tediousness to the Indians is so
repugnant, that many sell their crops to others,
without separating the seeds, or decline growing
the article altogether, not to be plagued with
the trouble of cleaning it. As the want.of me-
thod is also cqual o the superabundance or waste
of time employed, the expences of the. goods
manufactared -increase in - the same proportion,
under_such evident and great disadvantages; for
which reason, far from being able to compete
:With those brought from China and Hindostan,
they oiily acquire estimation in the interior, when
wanted to supply the place of the latter, orin
enses of aceidenta searcity.

"' Ina word, the only m.mnrnct\\red articles an-
atally exported from the Philippine Islnds are
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$or 12,000 piecés of light:sail- cloth, 200,000 1bs.
of Abaca cordage assorted, 600 buffalo hides and
deer skins, which can scarcely be considered ina
tanned’state ;' for; althoigh: the Royal Company,
frém ' the tirne ‘of ‘their establishment, long con’
tifued o ‘export” considerable quantities “of diz
mities; calicos, " stripes, -checks, ‘and coverlids,’
as well ‘as other cotton and silk goods, it was
more with a view to stimulate the districts of
Tlocos to continue in thehabits of manufacturing,
and thus introduce among the inhabitants of that
provinée a taste for industry, than-the expecta-
tion of gain by the sale of this kind of merchan--
diée; “either in Spain or any of the scctions of
America;'At Tength, wearied with the losses
experienced by carrying on'this speciesiof mer-
cantile operations, without answering the prin-
cipal object in view, they resolved, for the time:
ing, to suspend adventures attended with such
g circumstanees.

so many impedi it
wonld not, however, he prudent in the govern-
ment entirely fo abandon the enterprise, and
lose sight of the advantages the country offers;
or indeed, to neglect turning the habitual faci-
lities of the natives to some account. ~ Far from
there'existing any positive grounds for despair-
ing of the progress of manufacturing industry,
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it may justly he presumed - that, whenever the
sovereign, by adopting a different line of policy,
shall allow the unlimited and indistinct settle-
ment of all inds of forcign colonists, and grant
them the same facilities and protection enjoyed
by national ones, they will be induced to flock 1o
the Philippine Islands in considerable numbers,
lured by the hope of accumulating fortunes in a
country that presents a thousand attractions of
every kind. Many, no doubt, will preferably de-
vote themselves to commerce, others to agricul-
tural undertakings and also to the pursuits of
mining, but necessarily some will turn their at-
tention and employ their funds in the formation
of extensive manufactures, aided by intelligent.
instructors and suitable machinery. The newly
introduced information and arts being thus dif-
fused, it is natural to éxpect they will be pro-
gressively adopted by a people already possessing
a taste and genivs for, this species of lahour, by
which means manufacturing industry will soon
be rised from the state of neglect and unprofit-
ableness in which- it is now left. For my owu
part, 1 do not conceive any other mensure by
which so desirable and beneficial a public ob-.
jeet can be realized. As an illustration to the
present subject, and in order also that a moro
aceurate idea may be formed of the class and va-
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riety of articles manufactured in the Philippine
Islands, 1 have prepared ‘a general list, ex-
hibiting also the respective provinces in which
they are manufactured, and this statement will
bé founid.in the Appendix, in Table, N°. III.






