CHAP. T

ion—Agriculture—v Cotton, Indigo,

* Silk; “Waz;> Black. Pepper, Coffee,

<.+ Cocod; Ciiinaion, Nu:ng, Rice; Dye Wools
and Timber. ]

PovuraTion. —THE enumeration “of ‘the
. natives for the assessment of tributes, in the
maimer ordained by the standing regulations of
the Intendants of New Spain, is not observed in
the Philippine Tslads; nor indced would this
De an easy task: The wide extent of the twenty-
seven provinces of which they are -composed,
seattered, as they are, through the great space
comprehended between the southern part' of
‘Mindanao, and the almost desert islands known
by the name of Batancs and Baguyanes, to the
3 .
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north of that of Luzon, presents almost insur-
mountable obstacles, and in some measure affords
an excuse for the omission. Among these ob-
stacles may be mentioned, the necessity of wait-
ing for the favourable monsoon to set in, in
order to perform the several voyages from one
island to the other ; the encumbered state of the
grounds in many. parts, the irregular and scat-
tered si :‘  of the settlements and dwelli

the vari e natives and their dmlecis,
the, mper ct knowledge hitherto obtained of
‘the respective limits and extent of many dis-
tricts, the general want of guides and auxilia-
ries, on . whom reliance can be placed, and, above
all,;the extreme repugnance the natives evince
“to the payment of tributes,
‘induces them to vesort to all kinds of stratagems,

in order to eludé the vigilance of the collectors, - -

and conce::l the
uinguenyial . census, as xegularly en-
being. thus found impracticable, no.other
Jmeans axe, left than to deduce from the annual
by the district magistrates to
the supelmtenrlxmt s, offige, and those formed by
the parish . curates, . pradent . estimate..of..the
total number of inhabitmts subject to -our. laws
nm] lelngxcm' yet ithese datn, although . the
ones, ‘and also the most nccurate it is pos-
obtain,. for this very reason, inspire so
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Tittle dence, that it is necessary to use them

with great caution.” It is evident that all the
dlatrwt magistrates.and: curates do.‘Tiot possess
d ‘minutene:

‘endeis it probable that the nunﬂ)cr
jot-incladed in the annual ‘returns,
is very consxdernble 1f to this we add the legal |
exemptions from tribute, justly granted to va-
rious individuals for a certain number of years,
or during the performance of special services,
we shall easily be convinced of the imperfection
of: Fesulfs;iderived from such insecure principles.
“Reduced, Hoivever, to/the necessity of availing
‘myself ‘of thern; in’ conséquencéof- the want of
better niaterials, 1 have formied the prudent cal-
culation, contained in Table, No. I. founded. on
the returns I have been able to obtajn from the
public offices; and supported by such other in-
formation as it was in my power to collect in the
several departments of the local government, as
well as_from various other sources. ~ On ‘such
grounds 1 have carefully formed my estimates
corresponding to the year 1810, and by. con-
fronting them-with such data as I-possess re-
lating to the population in 1791, I have deduced
the: cousoling assurance that, under a parity of
circumistances, the population of these islands, far
ue
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from -having diminished, has, in ‘the interval,
greatly inoreased. :
From the collective returns recently made out
:by the district mnagistrates, it would appear that
the total number of tributes amounts to 386,654,
which - multiplied by 6§, proddce the sum of
2,615,406, at which I estimate the total popu-
Jation, including old men, women and children.
:Lought hére.to  observe,! that I have chosen this
medium of; 63, between the'five persons estimated
in:Spdin andceight in the Indies, as constituting
.each family, of entire tribute; for althoughi the
iprodigious fecundity of the- women in the latter
bemisphere;and the facility of maintaining their
numerous offspring, both-the effects of the be-
mignity. of the  climate: and their sober way of
living, sufficiently. wartint: the, conclusion;: that
@ greater number of [personis ‘entér-into the.
<position of;each fa
induce ¥

celigig sy intrusted -with the care of
souls; +who have: assured me- tlmt; whether it be

-+ -owing“{q the-.gieat mortality prevailing among
children, or the influericé of other local causes,
n many districts each fainily, or entire tribute,
*docs not exceed 4F persons*,” :

afurther ilisteation of tho ncrease of populaiion and
advanca,of éivilization in tbo Philippiues, it may bo observed,




thai in‘a Memoir presented to the King and his. Council of thic
Indies, in 1637, by the city of Manilla, the Indian population;
is only rated at 44763 tibutes, according to ofticial returns.
corresponding to the year 1630; as follows: provinces of
Otgn-and Panay, 12 towns, and 6035 tibutes: [sland of
Zebu, 3 towns, and 2529 tributes: Camarines, 87 Chinese
wibatos: Mindoro and Luban, 1612 tsbates: province’ of

iya nd 1343 tributes : province of Bay, 9
(owns, and 2282 iributes : oast: of Manilla, 28 towns, and.
4250 tributés s Japinese; 218 ributes’ : Sanglejies, or Chinese’
Christians in the suburbs of Manilla,” 580 -tributes  provioce
of la Pampangn, 6 towns, and 3650 tributes :* province of
Pangasinan, 4 towas, and 899 tribuies: province of liocos,
5 towns, and 2988 tributes: province of Cagayan, 8 towns;
end 2192 tributes. Total, 44763 tributes.—'n.

® 'This term, in the Philippine Islands, is applied to the
Ghinese, and has the sume meaning as trader.or pedlar, being
derived. from tho Chinese words Xiang-Ley. These people
visit and wander about all the islands, selling their goodw and
wares, and hence their occupation has been turned into a dis-
finletive or national uppellation. *Numbers “aro’ settled snd
carry ou trade in the islands, follow the Catholic raligion,”and.
pay tributo to the king.- Tho offipring of those who have
intormarried with the natives, are callod Sangley Mestizos.—

T
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dering about, or hidden in the provinces, have
eluded: the general census. The European Spa-
niards, and Spanish Creoles and Mestizos, do not
exceed 4000 persons, of both sexes and all ages,
and.the distinct casts or modifications known in
America -under the name of Mulattos, Quarte-
roons, &cc.* although found in the Philippine
Islands, are generally confounded in the three
classes of pure Indians, Chinese Mestizos, and
Chinese. - Besides the above distinctions, various
infidel ‘anidindependentnations. or tribes exist,
—_— . e
* Tho Cresle, properly spenking, is the descendant of tivo
Buropeans, but born in the country, and the term applies 1o th
successive . generations, as long as they remain unmixed with
coloured. races. He generally loses the bright colour aad
bodily strength of his progenitors, but acquires a more deli-
cate form, vivacity, and greater tenderness of: heart.  Tho
Mestizo is the mixture-of white' and Tn
former predominate it

of: this class ore_ beautiful and
engagi 'ha second mixturo of Mestizo,and white restores
the prinitive colour of white. Tho Mulatio is Go offypring
of whitd and négro, and it is romarkod, that although he loges
e bodily strength of Vi parants; his mantal faculties aro ime
proved.  He is quick: and: lively, volublo in pecch, and
casily loarns._tho. less. absruso,sciencos. The Quarteroan de-
seonds; from. th whito'and mulatto, and although ho improves
in.golour, ho' loses in meital qualitios. Theso aro general
distinelions, *founded on accurate observitions ; bt of course
liabla'to‘excaptions,—Th,
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 more or less savage and ferocio;:who have their
awellings in the-woods and-glens;and are. dis:
tinguished by the respective

janies of - Actas,
injanes; § :
1

£ these. isolated itril

2 ind.. possess: many:: of . th :
tainous fanges; whichramificate and-divide the * -
wide and extended plains of *that- beautiful
island.

The original race by which the Philippines are
peopled, is beyond doubt Malayan, and the sume
that is observed in Sumatra, Java, Borneo; and
the -other islands of this immense archipelago.
The PhilippineIndinus, very different from th
Mnlalym's, whose:fe -
swestness, and even beauty, ‘only rescmble the
latter in colour, although. they excel them. in
statare, and the good proportion of their-linibs:
The local population of the capital, in conses
quence of its continual communication with the
Chincse and other Asiatics, with the mariners
of various nations, with the soldiery and Mexican
convicts, who are gencrally mulattos, and :in
considerable numbers sent to the islands yearly.
in the way of transportation, s become a-mix-
ture of all kinds of nationsand features; or rather
« degeneration from the primitive races

Manillo, the capital of the Philippine Islands,
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at prcsent -contains &' population of from 140.to
150,000 inhabitants, of all classes ; but it ought,
however, to be- understood, that in this compu-
tation are included the populous suburbs of Santa
Cruz, San Fernando, Binondoc;: Tondo, Quiapo;
St.. Sebastian’s, San Anton, and -Sampaloc ; for
although each is considered as a distinet town;
having a separate- curate and civil magistrate of
its.own; the subsequent. union  that has taken
plade, rather makes them appear as a prolonga-
tion of: the Gity, divided.into so.many wards and
parishes; with o other . intervals : than -small
squares, inthe centre of which their respective
churches are built:: :Among the chief provincial
townsseveral @ie found :to contain a population
- of fio 20 to 30,000 souls,: and - many not less
than from 10 t0.12,000... Fimally, it is o gene-
rally received. opinion’ that, besidesisthe:Moroon
Indians. and. independent tribes;:the’ totals popu-
lation: of, the;Philippine Jslaiids; ‘subjéct he
&qual to threcmillions.
4 Tt is oty intention at
present;{ enter on. the, wide:and diversified field
this branch.of.industry . presents, on:a general
seale, nor to-attempt minitely to describe-tho
- wvarious kinds of ;culture and planting practised
viin,these islands,"with a view to point out the
defects and.backward state of so important o
ureé ‘of national wealth: Besides the theme
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" being unbounded, 1 am inducédito decline'this
task, in the first’place, -because:it:is ‘one inno
ey congenial tomy. former abits and pursuits;

andiimportance oftall agncuuural colonies:y Uns
der this impression, T at once procced to-treat of
the productions which constitute the trade:of
the country, in its present state, adding thereto
such general and particular remarks. as may
oceur, or in any way tend to' mmme the
subject.;.i 2

«:Corror Amongﬁthe vatied. productions of

the.Philippines, -for many ‘réasons, ‘none  is o0,

deserving. of attention as cotton. . Tts'whiteness

and fine staple give to it sucha supenontymver \ .

that of the rest of Asin, and’ possibly=of the -
world, that the: Chinese anxiously seek‘it, ‘in
order preferably to employ it in their most per-
feot textures; and purchase it 30 per cent. deaver
than the best from“Hindostan. Notwithstand-
ing this extraordinary allurement, the vicinity
of a good market, and the positive certainty that
However great the exportation; the’ growtl can
. 1the

l‘or this article, it has nevertheless hitherto been
found impossible to extend and improve its cul-

S
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tivation, in such a way as to render it a staple
commodity of the country. Owing to this. la-
mentable neglect, it is, that the annual exporta-
. tion does not exceed 5000 arrobas (125,000 1bs.),
whereas .the British’ import into China at the
annual rate of. 100,000 bales, or 1,200,000 arro-
bas, produced in their establishmentsat Bombay
and Calcutta, and which, sold at the medium
price. of . 15 tales, for 130 1bs., yield the net
amount. of 4,800,000 dollars*.
Thiszwant of attention in : so nmpormnt a
branch.of agriculture is the more tobe regretted,
as: the islands-abound in . situations peculiarly
adapted for the cultivation of cotton, and the
accidental failure of the crops in some provinces,
might. easily. be made up by their success in

% Tnifho itting -of slh of Nov. 1820, a mung other com-
mercial reguly
tho lol

s shall be prohibited, or allowed to the
aad in tho ‘manner that may ‘be deemed advisable by
uthorities, in order to reconcile tho encouragement
of tho cultivation with the ‘manufactures from cotton in those
Spanish islands, PR 4

.Ml in tho:ultrsemaine. provinces, 1 localautheiies
shall. pormit tho importation, wnder the corresponding duties,
ef, comrion iron.und tho necessary implaments for agrieulture}
3:long as oy, cannot be provided from ‘mational manufuc-
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others.. - The+ calture of “this': plant .is - besides
extremely easy, us it regiiiresno other ‘labour

than clearing the grounds from brushwood, and
Jightly: tuiing ups the: earthcwith. 2’ plough;
1 hich’

time' the'bud ‘opens; it is not-burnt by the north
winds, or rotted with unseasonable showers.

The provinces of Ilocos and Batangas are the
only ones in which the cultivation of cotton is-
pursued with any degree of zeal and care, and
it greatly tends to enrich the inhabitants. - This®
successful  example: has not, however, hitherto

excited of the other p

and thus:the only production of the(Phxhppme«
Islands, of which the excellence and superior;
demand in trade are as well known as its culture
is easy, owing to o strange fatality and causes
which will be hereafter noticed, is left almost in
a neglected state, or, at most, confined to the
narrow limits of local consumption*,

* Cotton may be also considered as one of the most ‘valuable
productions of South America, which country possosscs ad~
vantoges in the growth of this ariiclo over tho East Indies.
Immensa ranges aro there found, - with- sulicient ‘moisturo to
givo Juxurionco to tho plant, without' rain ever falling; for
unseasonablo showers not only rot and destroy tho buds, but,

3
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InpIGo.—Pangasinn, La Pampanga, Ba-
tdan, La Laguna, Tayabas, and Camarines,
produce indigo of various classes, and although
its preparation, or the extraction of the dye, is
ini most of: the above provinces still performed
in an’equally imperfect manner, several small
improvéments have recently been made, which
have bettered the quality, more particularly in
La Laguua, the only district in which attempts
have been rinde o imitate  the process. used-in
Guatimala; as well With regard to the construc-
tion'and number of vats necessary, as the preci-
pitation- of -the . colowring - particles, detached
fromthe plant by the agitation of the water.
1 theothier places, the whole of the operations
are performed in o single vat, and the indigo
obtained is.not unfrequently, impregnated with
Time and-other extraneous substances*.

These

ard divested of sweoping forapests; aud, moistened

by, the inferior and"'éxierior witors Which-descend from tho

Cordiller 1l o3 ample dews, they aro marked with grent
many of

/givo ths cotion a black colou

sumes upwards of u million pounds annually,—Ty,

¢, {Tho,first indigo sentfrom tho Philippines to Spain, as

g0, arived i Cadiz, in the Asunpeion frigute, in tho year
T .
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‘Whatever may: have-been: the “causes.of this
evident backwardness, fromi. the périod of the
esmhllshment of :ithe : Eh:hppme:Compnny. in

pro
“that time:very little kiiown,
thie matives'have slowly, though gradually, been
réconciléd toit; and discoveéring it tobe one of the
miostadvantageous branches of industry,although
accompanied with some labour and ‘exposed
to the influence of droughts and excessive heats,
as well as to the risks attendant on the extraor-
dinary anticipation_of the rainy seasons, have of
Inté‘years paid more attention to it. The quintal
of indigo of thefirst class, :costs the. planter from
35 to 40 dollars, at Thost; an in. the- market. of
~Manilla it has been sold from 60 to 130, according
to the quality and the greater or lesserdemand
of the article at the season. As, however, every
thing in this colony moves within a small circle,
it is not possible to obtain large quantities for
exportation; not only:hecause of the risk in
advancing the Indian sums of money-on account
of his crop, but also owing to the annual surplus
seldom  exceeding from 2 to 2500.: quintals,
distributed in many hands, and. collected. by
numerous’ agents,’ equally interested:in nmkmg
up their Feturn-cargoes. * '
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Suear.—The cultivation of the sugar-cane
is more or less extended to all the provinces of
these isknds, owing to its consumption among
«the:natives being both great and general; but
-those: of :La Pampanga and Pangasinan are more
particularly devoted to it.-' These two provinces
alone annually. produce about 550,000 arrobas
+(13,750,000 1bs.), of which one-third is usoally
rexported :in:Chinese-and other foreign ivessels.
ne extraordmm'y seasons, the: amount:exported
‘greatlyéxceeds the quantity above stated,: as,
for example, happened in the monsoon of 1796,
when the ;planters came down ' to the port- of
Manilla,’and -by. contract exported upwards of
nine - millions weight, of the first and second
qualities. The price of this article has expe-
rienced many variations® of :latesyears; :but. the
medium may be- estimated: at:six: dollars's for
125 1bs. of :the.- first - quality;-and ﬁufon,thv
secondiii E

++*The" superior qunhty of “the ‘sugar of thc
Philippines is acknowledged, when compared to
:that.produced in the-island of Java, China, or
Bengal ;" notwithstanding. in the latter countries
it:may naturally: bo concluded that greater
pains and care are bestowed on its manufacture,
The pressure of the cane in the : Philippine
hnds is performed by means of two coarse
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stoné -cylinders, pliced “on  the  ground, “and
mioved. in oppoite directions by the low and

boiling; skiinmi g and cleansmg, take!place; till
thei erystallization: or - adhering of the sugar is
completed.  All these distinct parts of 'the
process, in other colonies, are performed in four
separate vessels, confided. to different hands, and
consequently experience a much greater degree
of .care and. dexterity. - After being properly
clayed; the sugars acquire such a state of consis-
tency. that; when shipped:in: canvas: bags, they
become: almiost - petrified~in - thie- course  of ! the
voyage, without moistening or ‘purging;-asiE
understand is the casc with those of Bengal. s

SiLk.—Among the useful objects to which
the Patriotic Society* of Manilla directed their
attention, from the very moment of their for-

* On'6th May, 1781, a patriotic socicty was opened in
Manilla, for the purpose of encouraging agriculture, useful
arts, &c.  Before me is tho specch: of the Governor and Capt.-
Gen, Don Joso Busco, pronounced on that occasion; in which
ho explains to lic members tho object of thair formation into a
socioty, encouragos them to pursie it, and glowingly describes
10 them'tho immenso scapo- or thair zeal.and ‘enterprise they
have in tho Philippino Tslands.—Tn. 4
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ination, the'planting of mulberry trees seems'to *_
have- met with peculiar encouragement. - The
society. rightly judged that the naturalization. of
so:valuable: a. commodity as silk in these islands; *
would; materially. increase 4hé resources of the
colony, andl:there was teasori to- hope-that;ibe-
sides local consumption, the growth might in
time'bé-so much extended: as to supply: the-wants
éw Spain; 'whiéh re notless than 80,0001bs.,
850 6 400,000 dolla
‘thefe. in- the galleon annually seht to the
port of “Acapulco; by the Manilla merchants,
. which article thiey sire now. compel]ed to contract

: ‘The+ Society- gave ' the first m‘\pulse to this
.+ laiidable project; and. the:then governor -of ‘the

islands, Do Jose Bascoy: anxiousstor
with. this view ser

e pl:mtad o the thirty districts
ion ; “and incalculable are the

‘The silk worms wero first.sent {o Manilla in:1780 from
, at the request ‘of tho Society, by Father Galiano, of
rdor of St. Augustin, . In o memoir on this subjeot, ade
d 10 the Council of tho Tndies, T find it stated that nine
bisined overy year,—Tx,
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happy: resultswhich would have attended a plan
50 extensive, and . commenced ‘with 'so much
nlroul, if it could have been continuéd.with the
by, his. successor, and not: at:once. de=
ugh a mistaken,notion of humanity,

Bascoy: theyuproceederl to exonerate: the Indians
from'zall-agricultural labour that was not- free
and spontancous, in conformity, as was then
alleged, to the general spirit of our Indian le-
gislation.. As it was natural to expect, the total
abandonment of this valuable branch followed a
measure so fatal, and notwithstanding the efforts
subsequently ‘made by the Royal Company, in
order to obtain its. restoration, as well in Cama-
¥ines as the province of Tondo, all their exertions
‘were iu vain, thougl it must.be allowed that at
the time several untoward circumstances, co
buted to thwart their anxions wishes. “Notwith-
standing this failure, the project, far from being
deemed  impracticable, would beyond all doubt
succeed, and, under powerful patronage, com-
pletely answer the well-founded hopes of its origi- -
nal conceivers and promoters, The natives them-
selves would soon be convinced of- the advantages
to be derived from the possession of «n article,
in 5o many ways applieable to_their’ own fine
tex and besides the variety of districts in
the islands, proved to be suitable to the culti-
°
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vation ‘of this interesting tree, it is a.known
fact that many of the old mulberry groves are
still in existence®.

* On ihe pecde or mimosa inga of the' Flora Peruana, a
caterpillar has been found, called by the Indians of Peri,
sustilo, resembling the bombys, or silk-worm. A paper,
similar (0. that made by the Clinest, s manufactured. by this
jnset. Tuther Calancha, mentions aleter in his, possession,
his kind of paper, cut from a picce of more than
g “Thé wanner ia ivhich it s ade is a fol-
. nviber of e insects s in proportion 1o the size
and growth of the treb wliich nourishes” them, ‘and when com-
plotely satiated 3¥ith food, they assemblo on that part of the
body. of, the tree, best adapted for the expansion they have to
take; 2nd genarally on the widest and most lovel surfaco. With
the greatest symmetry and regularity, they there form a web,
Iarger of smaler, nccording o _the.numbor of operators; and
inor or less " pliant, sccording to Uhs quality ‘o the leaf on
which thoy havo  fed, Phis covering;” or.-cavelope;- eitends
ofetho wholo eollncnnn of insects, and when completed, hus
roctived h an equal surfucs, cnul\smn:y, and
r

P gh o ollr, Tt act as o pressvative against ho
“Woiliers and “Wlien finiled to dho ize required by the liule
ariny, they raige themselvis vnder it, in' vertical und closo
fils, Torming in tho into o perfect square,  Each inseet then
amakes its respective nes, of a conrso short silk, in the enclosuro

el it i , and from that stato

‘ino tho buterly,  As thoy aftevrds escape from under the
wnb. o cdges aro detachod from tho trog, and left floating in
by swhich it s leshed in proportion to its exposura'to
o Spanish nituralls, Pinida, sont sovoral spo-
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£+BpEs“WAX > The Bisayas, Cagayan; aiid many

other provinces; produce siderable

abundance; -which: the Tndians collect from the
b 5

Ax i

and nctwithsli;ll'dihg{\ttempts have beén made to
cleanse it from the extraneous particles with
which it is mixed, it always leaves a considerable
sediment on the lower part of the-cakes, and
never acquires an’ entire whiteness. - Its co
stuiption is great, éspecially in the capital aiid
after” suppl“ymg b ‘wants of the courtty, an
annual’ sutplus of frohi* 600" to 800 qumtals is
appropiated for exportation.

This certainly might be' converted 'into an:
article of extreme importance, especialiyforthi
kingdom of Peru, which in peaceable tinis ‘ré=
ceives its supplies from Spain, and even from the
island of Cuba; but for this purposé it would be
necessary to adopt the plan recommended by the
enlightened zeal of the Patriotic Society, and
P sly the i of arti-

cimens and entiro neats, to the Muscum in Madrid, and in
Limn thoy aro frequently met with. The seda si i
is called, s found in quantiics on o banks of the iver Pa-
rann,—Ta.

c2
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ficial hives, and the plantation of aromatic and
flowering shrubs, which soeasilyattractand secure
the permanency -of the roving swarms, always
ready to undertake fresh labours. This, as well
as many other points, has hitherto been entirely

overlooked. .
Brack Pepper—This production is culti-
Yated in the provinces of Tayabas, Batangas, and
hl.nguna, but in such small quantities, that
ithstanding. the powerful allurements of, all
Kinds constantly held out by the Royal Company,
. duun-r the long . period of twenty years, their
agents have never been able to collect in more
than ‘sbout 64,000 Wbs. annually. After every
encotragement, the most that has been attained
with the natives, is confined to their planting in
some districts 50 or 100 pepper-vines round their
huts, which they cultivate in the same way as
they would. plots_ of flowers, but .without, any
otller lnbmlr,than ‘supporting the. plant with
stake, clearing the ground from

weeds, und nttendmg to daily irrigation.

Tlus aticle, thercfore scarcely deserves a place
amongst the flourishing branches of agriculture,
+ atleast till it has been raised from its present
depressed state, and the grounds Taid out in
xegular and productive pepper-groves. Till this
s dane, {0 corresponding. extent, it must also
lm ¢xcluded from the number of productions
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d
“with that of the “British and Dautch, tillits
abundance has considerably lowered its primitive
value. :

Finally, although an infinity of grounds are
to be found adapted to the rapid propagation’of
peppei:vines, ‘as” may easily be inferred from
the’ analogy-arid . proximity -of: the Philippine
Tslands to the'othiers of this same-archipelago, so
well known for" their growth-of spices, it must
be confessed that it is a'species of culture by no
menns popular among the * Philippine  hatives,
and it would be almost requiring too muchfrom
their inconstancy of character, to wish them to
dedicate their lands and time to the raising of a

duction which, besides d ding consider-
able care, s greatly exposed to injury, and even
Tiable to be destroyed by the severity of the
storms, which frequently mark the seasons. With
difficulty would they be induced to wait five
years before they were able to gather the un-
certain fruits of their:labour and patience. If
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thérefore it should ever be deemed a measure of
policy to encourage the growth of black pepper,
it will be necessary for the government to order
the commons belonging to each town, ‘and
adapted to this species of plantation, to be ap-
propriated to this use, by imposing on the inha-~
bitants the obligation of taking care of them,
and drawing from the respective coffers of each
community the necessary funds for the payment
of the labourers,-and the other expences of culti-
vation.:~ If this cannot be done, it will be ne-
cessary ‘to wait till the eneral condition of the
country is improved, when through the spirit of
emylation, and. the enterprises of the plinters
being duly patronised and supported, present
difficulties may be overcome, and the progressive
resulis of - future attempts .will be then found to
combine: the interests of individuals, . with the
NAMON, AND NUTMEG.
ce s the-quality: of the coffee produced
the,island of Lugon, especially in the districts
of Indan and;Silun, in the. province of Cavite,
+ #hat if'it.is not,equal to that of Mocha, I at least

€onsider it on« purallel with the coffec of Bout-

bon; but, as the :eonsamption. and - eultivation

ave exiremely limited, it caunot:with any pro-
priety be yet numbered smong. the articles con-
$ributing:to thie export-trade.
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Coco.is something more attended. to, in co

ready sale, and is generally brought in retarn-
cargo by the ships coming from Acapuleo, and
those belonging to the Philippiue company
dispatehed from Callao, the s]uppmg port of
Lina®.

1% Thio use ‘of cliocolate to the Mexicans pre:
vious 1o thd“conquést; and indeed the termis derived from-
their langiage. * From ' Neéw’ Spain¢ thi t7ivas introduced
in the Philippines, and also the Canaries ; it is, however, found
in its wild state in Guuyaquil, as well as on the
Orinoco. Tts principsl consumption s in Spain, where,
caleulated, upwards of ten millions weight are annually re-
quired. In Mexico, the plantation of coco has been much *
neglecled, and. the sipplies for that kingdom, equl to about
one third of what is consumed in Spain, are now mostly de-
rived from Guatimala and Guayaquil. Caracas and Mara-
caibo chiofly supply Spain, and sinéo tho island of Trinidad
has belonged to the Bridsh, the growth of this article ha becit
greatly ncouraged there, That of tho provinees of Veriezuela
i tho bist, and beforo the rovolurion, they were stinated (o
expor; annually, upwards ‘of 150,000 fanegas, valued at
forty dollars cach in Europe. Chocolato s decmod an ox- *
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The: cultivation of these two articles'in the
Philippines is on the sune footing: as that of
Ppepper, which, as above stated, is rather an ob-
jeet of luxury and recreation than one of specu-
lation among- the Indians. The - observations
and yules pointed out in the preceding article,
are, in a general sense, applicable to both- these

~ branches of industry.

+ Cinnamon groves, or trees of wild cinnamon;
are to be found in every province. InMinda-
nao;a Dutchman, some years ago, was-employed
by orders of government, in examining the fo-
rests and making experiments, with a view to
discover the same tree of this species that has
given so much renown to Ceylon; but, whether
Jt was.owing to a failure in the discovery, or,
when, the plant was found, -as at the time was
said to-be. the. case, the:same results;were not
produced, from the want of skill i preparing, or
stripping oﬂ the bark; certain it is,” that’ the

imont; but the Spaniards always mix witl

it cinoamén, vanilla & Tho anciont Moxicans obiained

thelr coco. from Seconyseo, 6n.tho side of Guatimala, and

sultivaed b the’ castorn, Guremity. of ‘their - empire, . The

epnins were used.in tho way.of money, s the inhabitants of the
Tn, :

Muldmu o shol
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frons the: bark <and wiore’ fender ‘patts of the

Drarichies of theitrée;:an oilior fessérice.of -cinmac

mon, vigorous and aromatic in the ¢xtreme*.
 Aboit the-same time; a land proprietor; of the

led

in‘seeing up
ainillion cinnaton’ trees- thrive: and . grow toa
considerable size ; but at last, he was reluctantly
compelled to desist from his euterprise, by the
same- reasons which led to the failure in Min-
danao.

These facts are of sufficient authority-for our
placing the cinnamon tree among the indigenous
productions of the Philippine Lslauds, and con-
sidering - their general: excellence above those of
the same nature in thievest of Asiayit: miay reat
sonably lie conefuded that, withont the: trée-be=-
ing identically the same, the ‘cimaion=with:

* The good, or Caylon cinnamon, is the bark of the laurus
cinnamomum, and the base kind is obtined from the laures
cassia. This plan
of Manoa, in the interior of Peru, and when carefully culsi-
vated, is said to yiold a bark equal to thut of Ceyloa. ~ Plan-
tations are now formed of it in which great pains aro taken to

" keep, the. treo uncovered and well exposed to the sun, and
no,other. plants aro allowed.. to- grow .within twelve or four-
tcen yards of the rootsi—T'n.

found in its nutive stuto in the missions
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which it is clothed will be found finer than that

yielded by the native plant of the island .of

Ceylon, and this circumstance, consequently,
holds out a hope that, in the course of time, it
may.become an article of traffic, as estimable as
it would be new. In order,. however, that this
flattering prospect may be realized, it will be
requisite for the government to procure some
families, or. persons from. the above island, ac-
quainted. with, the. process of stripping off,the
bark and preparing the cinnamon, by dexterously
offering allurements, corresponding to the im-
portance of the service, which, although in itself
it may probably. be an extremely simple opera-
tion; ;as long s it is unknown, will be an insu-
perable obstacle to the propagation of so im-
portant an agricultuial pursuit;

Two species of the nutmeg are known here,
the one in shape resembling a pigeon’s-cgg, and
the other of  perfetly spherical form ; but both
wild'and: little aromatic, and comequently
Ty | gre:\t esteem.
ice is the bread and principal ali-
ment of hess matives, for which reason, although
its cultivation is mnong the most disagreeable de-

of hush dry, they devote th )

fo it with .\stonnhmg constancy and alacrity, so
-85 to-form a complete contrast with thicir charac-
teristic indifference in most other respects. This

s
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must,-however, be-taken as a‘certain indication
‘of -thie possibility of:training them’ up to useful
Tabour, whenever - they - can be led onina proper

 with

'cy urs: of the ‘Indian; rewarding
him, inithe’g0od- seasons; with ninéty, and:even
29" high as ‘one: hunded per. cent.s - . fact T
Tave fully ‘ascertained, ‘and of which I besides
possess andonbted proofs, obtained from ~the
parish-curates of La Painpanga.  As, however,
the provinces are frequently, visited with dread-
ful hurricanes (called in the country, baguios),
desolated by locusts, and exposed to the effects of
the greit irregalarities of nature, which, in these
climes, oftén ‘acts ;in-extremes, the ‘crops of. this
grain are precarious, or atleast; mo reliance-can
bé placed on a certain surplus; allowing an;an-
nual exportation to China. ‘On' this:accourit,
rice cannot e placed in the list of those articles
which give support to external trade *.

e istands also produce annato, saffron, ginger, cam-

‘phor,yerca, pitch, &e. Oils are extracted frotm tho coco-nut, anai-
seed, &e. also from the languntangan, used in medicioe, and
the back of the calingad, in wsie reembling cinnamon.” Tho
salangun vests, obtained from o bird like tho swallow, and so
much estéemed in India and China, are also fouud there; be-
sidos & varioty of gumns, résing, medicinal drugs, &c.  Vincgar,
of a'good qualit, is made inthe province-of llocos, from se-
veral artiolos,—T'z, .

>
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‘DyE-Woons axp TiMBER.—The sibucao,
or-logwood, 'and ebony, in' both which these
islands abound, are-the only woods in any toler:
able request *.  The first is sold with advantage
in‘Bengal, aiid ‘the other meets a ready sale in
the ports of China, in the absence of that brought
from the island of Bourbon, which is of a qaa-
lity infinitely. superior.  Both ‘are, however,
articles of no great consumption, for, being bulky
and possessing’little intrinsic value; they” will
notbear the high'charges of freight and ofhier
expences;” attendant on the navigation of the
Asintic seas, and can only “suit the shipper,as
eargo, who is anxious not to return to the above
countries in ballast. Hence, as an object of ex-
port trade, thesc articles cannot be estimated at
" more:than 50,000 dollars per annum,
I deem.it superfluous to dwell on'a multitude
of other good ard even precious ‘woods and tim-
ryt-with  which the Philippine isluuds “are
gifted, *becatise ‘this: is _subject already puf-

* "Tho'slhucao i the logvood of an excellent quality. They
Jivo.alo:the brazileto, another dye-wood ; the englo-wood,
7arry @ species of red ebony atiped ; the Tindal-wood, all

fed; the sundelwood ; tho Pungusinang fir; the molive, an
+ dcorruptiblo wood ; the guio; excallent for shipbilding, as
ell s the banava, calintes, or Philippine cedar; the sagovar,
- redand Whio; Maryivood, fr amall wasts, spars, &5 the

mange-ghapiy, Yot dosag, dungol, “calumipan, and many
olhers. Ty .
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ficiently.well; uvderstood,; and: a’ complete -col-
lection of specimens, as well as some large blocks,
were, besides; transmitted ;some| years; ago to the .

erally: supposed, as well ‘on ‘account nft.he &t
ficulties experienced in dragging the trees from
the interior of the mountains to the water’s edge,
as the want of regularity and foresight with
which these operations have been usually con:
ducted. . Beside; these reasons, as it is necessary
that, the other materials requisite for the con-
struction. and, complete -armament of vessels of
a certain force, should ,come from™ Europe, it
is neither casy, nor indeed, would it be econo-
mical, as was erroneously asserted;  to carry:into
effect the government project of annually build-
ing, in the colony, a ship of the line and a
frigate. It ought further to be observed, that no
stock of timber, cut at a proper season and well
cured, has been laid in, and although the wages
of the Indian carpenters and caulkers are mo-
derate, no comparison whatever can be made be-
tiveen the daily work they perform, and that
which is done in the same spacc of time in our
dock-yards of Spain.

Notwithstanding, however, the impediments




VB Y.
LinRARY

30, T STATE OF THE : <1

above stated, as it is undeniable that abundance
of ‘suitable timber is to be obtained, and as the
conveyance of the remainder of the necessary
naval stores to the Philippine islands, is shorter
and more economical than to the coast of Cali-
foraia, it possibly might answer, at least, many
mariners are of this opinion, in case it is deemed
éxpedient to continue b\uldmg at San Blas the
brigs.and -'the 'p .
of the nilitary: postsand m)mons, ituated along
theabove coasts, to ‘order’them preferably'to be
built in Cavite; giving timely advice, and pre-
viously taking care to make the necessary ar-
rangements.






