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CHAP. 1V.

0Of the public Revemue—Revenve arising out of
the Cronn-Monopolies of Tobacco.—Of the
“ Coco and Nipa; or Palm Wine.—Royal Cus-
lowHau&c‘—ImpaH and " Eiport’ Dities.—
Monopoly of the. Bonga, r Aveca-Nut.

Punric ReveNue.—This Asiatic colony, al-
though considered as conferring great ustre on
the crown and name of our manarch, by exhi-
 biting the vast extent of the limits of his domi-
nions, has in reality been, during a long series
of years, a true burden to the government, or-at
least, a possession whose chicf advantages have
vedounded in favour of other powers, vivals of
maritime i Notwi all
that has been said on the score of real utility,
certain it is, that the Philippine establishinent
has cost the treasury large sums of money; al-
though, within the last twenty-five or
years, it must be confessed that the public e
venue has experienced a considerable increase,
:and, of itself, has become an object of some con-
‘sequence to the state,
“Ainong the various causes which have contri-




PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, &c. =99

buted to produce so favourable an alteration, ihe
chief ones have been the establishment of the
tobacco-monopoly,-on, behalf of the,crown, and
ing of: the port.of: Manilla to: the flag of
i 2 ith- Spain; « {The first
has. considerably increased “the. entries jnto;the
public. tréasury, and. the second has tended:to
multiply the general mass of mercantile opera:

tions, fndependent of the ofher beneficiul effcid
this last measure must have produced in a coun-
try, whose resources, trade and consumption had,
from the time of the conquest, experienced the
fatal shackles imposed by jealousy and igno-

v t colony soon assumed,
by the introduction “of this. new. system; as was
Mg, awakened the attention of ministers, and
induced them more casily to consent to the
measures subsequently proposed.to’ them, prin-
cipally intended to place those distant dominions
on a footing of permanent security, so as to
cnable them to_ vepel any fresh attempts on the
part of an enemy.  As, however, the productions
of the country increased, the public. expinces
also became greater, although always in o much
smaller proportion, with the exception of the
interval between the years 1797 and 1802, wher
the government, fearful of a_second invasion,
was compelled, at its own expense, to provide
u2
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against the danger with which these islands were
thenthreatened. If, therefore, as appears from
the offcial reports of the treasurer-general, Lar-
“zabal, in my possession, the receipts at the trea-
sury, in 1780, amounted on]y to 700,000 dollars,
including the situado®, or annual allowance for
the expenses of government sent from New
Spain, and after the ordinary charges of admi-
nistration had ‘heenipaid, ‘a. surplus of 170,000
i bﬂlldx oﬁ the-treasarer;

‘the evenue is equal 02,625,176 ﬂnllnn, 4 lmls,

* The situados, o yearly allowances, which Mesxico was
obliged to furnish, for the support of other parts of the king's
dominions, were in the followiug proportions: viz.

151,000 1
277,000 .
+260,000
557,000
200,000
274,000

s Total Dollars 3,635,000

"Thesg allowanies were increased according (0 exigencies but,
of nte year,they have nearly all beon disponsed with, awing
o several of the coustries having falen into other hands, and
+because, the various insirrections which have’ taken place in
Now Spai ic 1810, "liave beon 8o cxpensive, that, after

1pplying bis own wants, the vlwmy has had no surplus reve-
/20 to Wispose of.—Ta. .
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and theexpehses'do notexcesd 2;179,731. dollars,
7 vials; by which meais an annual surplus of
445,444 dollars, 5rial, i left; applicable to the
payment of: ‘lhe debtk contmted during.the

rdordinary:pe

- duced'to” nbout 900 000 do]lars, and: aﬁ,erwnrds

transferable to :the. general funds:belonging {o
the crown. ;

This sketch of the prosperous state to which
the revenue of the Philippie Islands has been
raised, within the few last years, is not less
exact than it is flattering ; as I shall now proceed
minutely. to. demonstrate, by giving ‘an idea of
theinaturesand:importance of each-of the prin-
cipalibraniches:éonstituting: the :same- /T am the
‘more:induced to-enter ‘on'this ‘task; from - con-
sidering each srticle s deserving-of being noticed
i o separate manner, and also beciusé aninquiry
of this kind tends indirectly to convey true
notions of the greater or lesser degree of opu-
lence the inhabitants are capable of attaining,
and also of the general progress they havealready
béeh' enabled to make in the social state. In
order, therefore, that » more complete idea, may
be formed of the principal, as well as secondary,

“branches which do not require a particular ex-

Planation; I shall collect and- give a full view of
“all in“ Table, Ne. VI. which; besides serving as
g\ly}!ori_ty.fg}' my own 1 remnrks, w1]l fnr i sh




der with general results, who does not. feel
inclined to enter into details.
With regard- to the administrative system,

itis in every respect similar to the one ob-
served in our. governments of America, with
this difference only, that, in the Philippine
Istands, greater economy ‘prevails in salaries, as
well as in the number of persons employed. In
former times;: the establishment of intendancies,
s _ !

I
i Manilla; Tlocos, Camarines, Tloylo,
and Zebu ;. but thiey. were soon afterwards re-
formed,-or vather laid aside, on account of their
‘heing deemed superfluous*. T would not venture
to state-the grounds on which this opinion was
then formed; but, as the sphere in which the
King’s revenue actsin these islands increases and
extends, which naturally will be'the case if the
plans and improvoments dictated by the present
ﬁwuuruble citcumstances are carried into effect,
e do ot Tesitate to say that it will be necessary

* During tho administration of Lope Garcia do Castro, who
govorned in Pard from the year 1569 1o 1581, subaltern judges,
undor the tillo of orvegiores, wara estublished in el ofthe
provinces, o in ordor tiat tho di
might ind ooro immadinto vedrese by julges lmmg placed
“among them, without tho trouble sof resorting to the eapital.

10, course of ime, theso judges becamo possessed of the
‘power of owhn\ ware called tho repartimientos, o tho division
i allotinisit of e hdem into 3 Kiol of fiefs, & pm'u.




mzed “Under its existing form, it
is conslxtnted in the following manner.. The
Governor of the istands, in his quality of Super-
intendant or Administrator General, and - as
uniting in himself the powers of Intendant of
the Army, presides at the Board of Administra~

commended by o laws of the T order. that the in-
Tottered naives might roceive osiiction hd protaction from
the Spaniards settled among thom. By this meatis, however;
ihe authority of these district judges was rendercd extremely
Qespotc, and a system, originelly suggested from motives of
‘humanity became liable to the grossest abuses. In 1784, the
administration of Peru underwent a new reform, the dignity of
Vicsroy was suspended, but soon afterwards restored on tho
sarie plan, when tho seventy-seven corregimienlos, or district
goverments formed of the subaltern judges above slluded to,
Deing the whole left in the Viccroyalty after the dismomber-
monts which then took place, were reduced 3ito ‘sévon Inten-
ancies, compreheading, in oll, ffty-tiree parfides or districts,
and ‘in each en Intendant s placed, for tho purposes of
il Government, and this form sl conioues in Peru and
Modeo—Tr.
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derks.” “The principal braiches have théir re-
spective general Directors, on 'whom the pro-
vincial Administrators depend, and the civil

i in the quality of sub-delegates, col-

lect within their ‘respactive districts, the tri-
butes paid by the natives in money and produce,
and manage évery thing else relating to the
king’s revenue. In ordinary cases, the general -
laws of the Indies govern, and especially the or-
dinances or rogilations of the T s'of New
; orderéd 't bé observed in the Philippines.
1t ought further to be observed, that, in’ thess
“islands, the sawe:as in all the viceroyalties and

governments of ‘America, there isa distinct body

of “royal ‘decrees in force, which, in themselves,
 constitute a code of considerable size.

Tonageo Monorory.—The project of con-
verting the consumption of tobacco into a mo-
nopoly, met with a most obstinate resistance on
the purt of the-inhabitants, and the greatest cir-
cumspection'and constancy were necessary for the
governor, D, Jose Basco, to carry this arduous

. enterprise into effect*. Accustomed to the cul-
—_— T

Spai

* The plting and growth of tobacco wero freo in all
South America till tho year 1759, when it was convorted into &
monopoly on belall of-the crown, In 1780 playing eards
gere put.under tho same resirictions, and in’ 1782, stamps
erg,juod on account of goverament, and i the folowing
Yeur, ginpowder was added to the monopoly.—Tu. . -, -
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tivation- of this- plant;~ without iy: restriction
whatever, and habituated to-its e’ from their
infancy, it -appeared-to the people:the extreme
of rashness to seksimultancously o extirpate it
from the face ‘of the greatest part of the'island of ~
Luzon; in order to‘confine its cultute withinthe-
narrow - limits ‘of a-'particalardistrict. They:
were' equally revolted  at the idea of giving to'a
common article a high and arbitrary value, when
besides, it had become one of the first necesmy.
Every di however, being disp

ately considered, and the principle- once ad-
mitted- that it was -expedient for the colony to
maintain itself by means the least burdensome to
the: inhabitants, it certainly” must be acknow-
ledged that, althoigh”odious’ on'diccount? of its
novelty and dofective ini ‘the mitde of its'eixeeus
tion, a resource more productivé and at the sime
time Jess injurious, could not have beeri devised:
Hence was it that the partisaus of the opposite
system were strangely misled, by founding their
calenlations on false data, when they alleged
that a substitute, equivalent to the increased
revenue supposed to arise out of the monopoly of
tobaceo, might have been resorted to, by order-
“ing a proportionate rise in the branch of tributes.
Titifaet, no one who has had theleast experience
in‘matters-of this kind, can’ bo 1gnol‘lmt nf thc
open we'a

pu the natives b
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1o, the. payment of the ordinary capitation-tax,
and the broils to which its collection, has given
rise. Besides, il well examined, no theory is
more defective aud more. oppressive on account
of the disparity with which it operates, than this
same wrongly boasted impost ; for, however de-
sirous it may be to simplify the method of col-
lecting the gencral revenue of a state, if the best
plan is to be adopted, that s,  if -public, bur
dens are to be rendered the least, obnoxious; it is
necessary preferably fo embrace. the system of
indirect contributions, in which class, toa certain
degree, the monopoly:of all those articles may be
considered ag included, which are not rigorously
of the first necessity, and only compel the in-
dividual to contribute, when bis own will in-
dyces him to become a consumer.

Let this be as it may, certain it is, that_ to
Governor, Basco, we are indebted for having
doubled the-annpal.amount of the revenue- of
these islands, by merely rendering the consump-

tion, of.tobacco subservient to the wants of the

crown. Xt was. he'who placed these islands jn
the comfortable situation of being able to subsist,
* without being dependent on external supplies of
moncy to meet the exigencies of government. It
ought, however, to beiremarked that, although
they have been in the habit of receiving the an-
allowance of 260,000 dolars, for which
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a standing creditwas opened by the government
at home on the.gereral treasury of New Spain,
considerable sums have, nevertheless, on “various
occasions; ‘been remitted from the Philippines to
Syhity through. the channel of the Captain-Gene-
ral, as may be seen by Table VII., exhibiting: the

1 ftofthep dsand expendi the
branch of tobacco, from thie year 1782, the period
when it was established into a monopoly. If these
remittances have been suspended for some years
past; it has evidently been owing to the im-
perious necessity of applying the ordinary pro-
ceeds' of the revenue, as well as other extraor~
dinary means; to'unforeseen contingencies arising
out of peculiar circumstances.

The-planting wnd cultivation of. tobacco are
now confined to the district of Gapan, in-the
province of La Pampanga,”to that of Cagayan,
and to the small island of Marinduque. ~The
amount of the crops raised in the. above three
points and sold to the king, may, on an average,
be estimated at 50,000 bales, grown in the fol-
lowing proportion—Gapan, 47,000 bales; Ca-
gayan, 2, and Marinduque, 1. This stock, re-
sold at the monopoly prices, yiclds a sum equal
to about one million of dollars, and" déducting
therefrom the prime cost and all other expenses,
legally. chargeable on this branch; the nett pro-
ceods in favonir-of the revenue amount to 550,000
dolars, or upwards of 122 per cent. ‘This profit
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is'so‘much the more secure, as it -Tests on' the
positive fact that, however great the quantity of
the article sold furtively and by evading the
vigilance of the guards, as the demand and con-
sumption are excessive and always exceed the
stock on-hand, a ready'sale cannot fail-to be had
for all the stock placed in the hands of the agents
of the monopoly*. . From this it may also be in-
+ ferréd how much the:riett proceeds of t}ns Immch

would be-increséd, if withoit & too far

ding " the and .
piifchases,care was taken o render the supplies
fonate ' to the ; for, by

a clear: profit of 122 per cent. falling on a larger
capital, it follows that a corresponding result
would be obtained. In a word, the sales, far
from declining or being in any way deemed pre-
carious, ave susceptible of  great inerease, con-
sequently, this. branch of revenue merits ‘the

et vbvenuo derived. fom the tobaceo-manopoly in
Now Spuin, was cqual to 3,093,834, i 1801, and in the fol-
owing year, 104,092,620 dollurs, of which tho prime cost prid
tho planters, in thodearest. senson, did not excoed 026,319
dollars. Tho total salos in- both yoars exceeded 74 millions
of dollars. Tho"tobageo. is” chielly.mdo into segars, on ac-
count of tho rovonue, and tho grest manufactory of Querctaro
affords employment to upwards of 3000 person, wo-thirds
of whom aro woinon. Tho'greatest part of tho segars aro en-
y:\xp,ml_\vuh piiper, supplicd from Spain, no other quality
“S6ViAg Tor: i purpose. - The Querctaro . manufactory .con-
simog 130 téams por day,—']
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serious attention of government beyond all
othiers.
1t s, however, to be Jemented t\m, instead of
every facility. being given to the saleof tobacco
and, th d; the pub-
lic mest with great: difficulties and. experience
such frequent -obstacles and deficiencies in:the
supplies, that with*truth it may slmost be said..
the sales are effected in spite of the administra-
torsthemselves. In the capital alone it is a ge-
nerally received opinion that a third part more
would there be consumed, if, instead of com-
pelling the. purchaser to receive the tobacco al-
veady manufactured-or folded, he was allowed to
take'it from the stores in its primitive state; and
if. the minor. establishments: in_the provinces
weré constantly supplied with good qualitics, an
infinitely larger quantity might be sold, and by
this means a great deal of smuggling also,pre-
vonted.  Snch, however, is the neglect and ir-
regularity in this department, that it frequently
happens in towns, somewhat distant from Ma-
nilla, no other tobaceo is to be met with than
what the smugglers scll, and if, perchance, any
s to be fgund inthe monopoly-stores, it is usually
of the worst quality that can be imagined. -
X pass over, in silence, the other defects gra-
dually-introduced, as evils, in a greater ot Jesser
" degree, inseparable from this pard of public ad-
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ministration in every country in which it has
been deemed necessary to establish monopolies;
but I cannot refrain from again insisting on the
urgency with which those in 'power ought- to
devote themselves, firmly and diligently, to
the destruction of abuses which have hitherto
paralyzed the progress of the branch in question,
because I am well persuaded, that whenever
corresponding means, are -adopted, it will be
possible in a: short time: to double the proceeds.
“What' these means aré; it is not éasy, nor indeed
essential, to particularize in- 2 rapid sketchi like
this, of the. leading features and present state of
the Philippine Islands. T shall, therefore, mere-
ly remark, that it will be in vain to wish the
persons engaged in the management of this de-
partment, to exert their zeal and sincerely co-
operate in the views of government, us long as
they are not placed beyond the necessity of fol-
lowing other pursuits and gaininga livelihood in
another way': in a'word, unless they have a sa-
Yaty assigned them, corresponding to the confi-
dence and"value of the important object en-
trusted to their charge, no plan of reform can be
rendered efficient, .

At the same time steps are taken to sugment
the evenuc, arising out of tobacco, it would be
‘desirable, as much as possible, to improve the
wniothod vsed with regard fo those who gather in
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“the ¢tops, by endeavouring to'¢élieve them from.
the heavy conditions imposed- upon them ; condi-
tions which, besides exposing them to the odious
effects’” of revenueZlaws, - by: their ‘very -nature
bring tipon theth' ndhy anples a
‘and ‘often’ total” rain. “In order that a’correct
opinion ‘may be formed of these defects, it will
suffice to observe that, under pretext of prevent-
ing smuggling, the guards aud their agents
watch, visit, and, if T may use the expression,
live among the plantations from the moment
the tobacco-seedlings appear above ground, till
the crops are gathered in.  After compelling the
Tiidian™ planter to ¢ut off the head of the stem,
it brder that the plant niay not become too luxu-
riant, the surveyors then proceed to set down, not
only the number of plants cultivated on’ each
estate, but even the very leaves of each, distin-
guishing their six different qualities, in ordér to
call the farmers to account, respectively, when
they make a defective delivery into the general
stores.  In the latter case, they are compelled to
prove the death of the plants and even to ac-
count for the leaves missing when counted over
again, under the penalty of being exposed to the
rigour of the revenue laws.

Tt cannot indeed be denicd that by this means
o important_ objects are attained, at one and
the same time; the one, the gradual improve-

1
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ment of the tobacco, and the other, the greater
difficalty of secreting the article; but, on the
other hand, how great are the inconveniencies
incurred ? Independent of the singularity and
consequent, oppression of a regulation of this
kind, as well as its too great minuteness and
complication, it is attended with very consider-
able expences, and renders it necessary to keep
on foot a whole army of guards and clerks, who .
tyrannize over ‘and lavass the people without
any,real motive for such great scrupulosity and
profusion. T make this observation, because I
cannot help thinking, that the same resultsmight
nearly. be obtained, by adopting @ more simple
and better regulated system. I am not exactly
aware of the one followed in the island of Cuba,
but as far a3 T understand the matter, it is simply
reduced to this; the growers there merely pre-
sent their bales to the inspectors, and if pro-
nounced to be sound and good, the stipulated
,amo\mt‘is d-over to them; but if the quality

is bnd, the whole is unavoidably burnt. Thus all
sales, detrimental to the public revenuc, are pre-
vented, and T do not sce why the sume steps
conld not be taken in thie Philippine Islands. Tt °
must not, however, be understood, that I pre-
sume to speak in a decisive tone on.n subject so
extromely delicate, and that reqires great prac-
wfornation, which, I readily acknowledge,




makes the following remarks.— T,
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1:.d5 "not i possess..- - 1" merely Wishs by - mearis of
these slight hints, to- cobtribute.to_ the com.-
mencenent- of a reform:in_abuses, and. to pro-
moté:the :adoption of-a’plan that may have for
fle.ivelicf;of the growers, and ‘at the sume
tinie advance  the prosperity of this part-of the
royal Tevenie®.

* On (his subject, Humboldt, Bssai Poliligue, liv. iv. chap. .’

“The cultivation of Mexican tobacco might become a
branch of agriculture of the highest importauce, if the trade in
this article was free; but since the introduction of the mono-
poly on the part of the crowi, not only a special permission is
necessary for  planting of -tobacco; not ouly the grower is
compelled to deliver it into,the monopoly-slores, at the price
arbitrarily fixed by the Directors, sccording to the" goodness
of tho aricle ; but the cultivation is restrcted 1o the vicinity
only of Orizava and Cordova, and to the districts of Hua-
tusco de Songolica, situated in the Intendancy of Vera Cruz.
Clerks, bearing the title of guardas de tabaco, scour the coun-

y, in order to root up the tobucéo planted out of the dis:
uicts above named, aud to fine the farmers who have dured
10 grow what s necessary for their own consumption. It hus
beon thought that the contrabund would be dimivished, by
hingthe culivation (o an exicat of country of four or

con

" five squure lengues. Before the establishment of the mo-

nopoly, the Tntendancy of Gundalaxara, more particularly tho

digtriets of Antlan, Ezatlan, Abuxeatlan, “Topic, Santixpac and

Acapouel, “were cclebrated for tho abundance and excellent

quality of the tohaceo they produccd, Theso countries, once
H
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- Maonopoly of Coco and Nipa, or Palm, Wine.
_—This branch of public revenue is of sifficient
magnitude to merit the second place among the
resources rendered available to the expenditure
of theso islands. Established into a-monopoly
some years ago, in like manner as the consumption
of tobacco, it has experienced several changes in
its plan of administration, this being at one time
carried on on account of the King, at others, by
the privilege being let out at auction till at

Tength the Board of Control, convinced of the *

great profits gained by the contractors, resolved
at once to take the direction of this department
nder theirown charge, and malke arrangements
for its better administration. Having with this
view establishied general deposits and- licensed
Touses for the sale of country Wine; ‘with proper
superintending clerks, they soon began'to ‘reap
the . fruits. of “so judicions a determiriation.
* In 1780, the-privilege of selling the coco'and
Wine was farmed out to the highest bidder,
for mo ‘more than 45,200 dollars, and subse-
quently the! inercase has been so great, owing to

the improvements adopted, that at present nett

90 happy and flourishing, havo decreasod in population, since
2 \ho plantation was transferred 1o the castorn slope of the Cor-
" dillera: - :
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proceeds, eqital t0200,000 dollars, on an average,
may be relied upon. Inproof of this, the pro-
ceeds of this branch, in the year 1809, may he
quoted; when the total ‘balinces réceived at ‘the
Trehsury“after ‘all " expences had beas ‘paid,
amourited to 221,426 dollars, in"the followmg
manner.

Administration of Manilla and district 201,250
1d. of La Pampanga and district - 12,204
1d. of Pangasinn and district - 7,882

Dollars 221,426

The “prime cost and other expences that year
amounted to no more than 168,557 dollars, by
which means,. on the. whole operation, .a, nett
profit of 1813 per cent. resulted in.favour of the
‘Treasury. :

‘The monopoly of country wine compreherids
the whole of the island of Luzon, excepting the
provinces of Cagayan, Zambales, New Ecija,
Camarines and Albay, and is under the direction
of three admini: who act independent],
of each other in their respective districts, and
have at their disposnl a competent number-of
guards. ‘These administrators recejve “in the
licensed establishments the coco and nipa wines,
at prices stipulated with the growers. That of
the coco is paid for at the rate of two dollars per

12
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jar, containing twenty gantas, equal to twelve
arrobas, seven azumbres and lalf a quartillo,
Castilian measure *, and at fourteen rials in the
_places nearest the depots.  The nipa wine is laid
inat 6§ rials the jar, indistinetly; prices which,
althongh extremely low, are still considered ad-
vantageous by the Indians themsclves, more par-
ticularly when it is besides understood, that,
from the circumstance of their being growers of
this aiticle, they’are exempted from military
servics, as well as several other taxes and public
charges. -

The coco-wineis a wealk spirit, obtained in the
following mannerf. The tree that produces this

* Ganta is a local meusure, and in Castile the arrobais
_equal to 25 Ibs. weight; the azumbre s equal to § of an
arrobu, and the quartillo } of an azumbre, in wet, measure,

" and of a celemin in grain, &e.—Tn.
must. maan the gomut palm, described by Craw-
Iuamn Amupmgo, vol. L in the following man-

14,4 One of the most useful and abundant of all the palims, s
the sagucire or gomuti (borassus gamutus). ‘This aflords tho
incipal supply of that saccharine liquor which s used so
much by the natives ns n boverage, or for the extraction of
ugar, Tho gomuti i tho (hickestof ai the s, but shorter

Uit'ncconnt. * Tt i veadily distinguished from all the other
> palii By ité rudé and wild aspect. The fruits, which aro
oul tho gizo. of & medlar, uid of a trinngular form, grow
from\pmhonu of fractificution, on long strings. of throo of
)
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fruit is crowned by an assemblagé'of Tatge fowers
or corollas, from the centre or calix of which
isses a ﬂeshy stel)\,ﬁlled with juice:

four feet,  The fruit is in, such abnnﬂnm:z, that the quantity -
depending from a single shoot i more than.a lood for a man

“The fleshy outer covering of the fr :
lity, or at least, affords a juice of a highly stimulating and
corrosive nature, which, when applied to the skin, occasions’
great pain and inflammation. The inhabitants of the Mo-
Tuccas were in the practicz of using, in their wars, in the de-
fence of posts, a liquor afforded by the maceration of the fruit

of the gomuti, which the Dutch appropriately denominated
hell saler, " The principal production of this palm is the
toddi, Wiigli i procired i the same manner as (rom other
paims; or in the followingmode : -one'of i spathe or shoots
of fructification is, on tho first appeardnce:of fruit;'beaten’ for
three successive days with a small stick, with,a viow. of de-_
tarmining the sap to_the wounded part. "The shoot-is then
cutoff, a litle way from the root, and the liquor which pours out
i bamboos—or other

is of a poisonois qua-

is reccived in pots of carlhenwar
vessels. The gomuti palm is fit o yicld toddy at vine or ten
years old, and continues 1o yield it for two years at ihe ave-
rage rato of three quarts o day. When newly drawa, the liquor
is clear, and in taste resembles fresh must. In a very short
time it becomes turbid, whitish and somewhu acrid, and
quickly runs into the vinous fermentalion, acquiring an in-
toxicating quality. A sill lirger quantiy is immediatoly ap-
plied to the purpose of yielding sugor.  With this view, tho
liquor is boiled to o syrup, and._thrown out to cool in small
vessels, the form of which it tukes, and in this shape it issold
in the markets, - The sugaris of a dark colour and greasy con-
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dian cuts the extremity of this stem, and in-

clining the remainder in a lateral manner, in-
troduces it into a large hollow tube which re-,

mains suspended, and is found full of sweet and
sticky liquor, which the tree in this manner
yields twice in every twenty-four hours. This
liquid, called tuba, in the language of the coun-
tiy, is.allowed to ferment for cight days in a
large vessel, and afterwards distilled by the In-
diaus in their unconth stills; which are no other
thani large Boilers, with a head made of lead or
tin, rendered tight by means of clay, and with a
pipe frequently mide out of & simple cane, Which
conveys the spirit to the receiving vessels, without
pussing, like the serpentine tube used in ordi-
mavy stills, through the cooling vats, which so
greatly tends to correct the:vices of a too quick
evaporation. The tuba, obtained in level and hot
situations; is ntich more spirituous  than that
“produced in:cold and shady places. In the first,
six_jars. of¢juice are sufficient to yield one of
spirit, and infthe latter, as many as eight are re-
quisite ; a much grenter number, however, would
Ve wanted to rectify this spirit so as o vender it

P
sistence, with a poculiar flavour, It s tho only sugar used by
tho nutive population” (meaiiig of Jova). "Tho wino of this
Sl also wsed by the Chinolo residing in tho Indien Islands
Vo propafation of the éolubrited Batavinn rrack.”:
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equal to what is usually-known by Hollands
proof. T am ot positively certain:what degree
of strength the coco. brandy, -or.as it is usually
called coco yink, possessés, but-it i evidently in:

juice of thé' grape. -The only circumstance-ré-
quired for it o be approved.of, and received into
thie monopoly:stares, is its being eisily ignited
by the application of a lighted candle®.

The nipaisa small trec of the cliss of palms,
which grows in @’ very bushy form, and maulti-
plies and prospers greatly on the margins of
vivers and watery tracts of land . The titba, or

* Tho cabo negro;as ‘it is. called by, the Spiniards, is also
obtainéd from the goniuti, and, resembles black horse hair, It
is found between the trunk and branchés, in a mated form,
interspersed with black twigs. When separated from:tho lat:
ter, it is manufactured. into a cordege of a cheap and dirable
nature, chiefly used for cables and standing rigging. A single
pulm in its lfeime yields two erops of this material, each
amounting to sbout 9 lbs. Tho twigs argyused as writing.
pens, and also as arrows.  Under the hairlike material a soft
substance is bosidon colloted, used asoakum for cuulking, and
as such exported to China,.—Tn.

+ o (oloving is the descriplion g of ki palm by
Crawfurd, vol.

“ Tho Nigehis o o palm, the trunk of which' never ex-
céeds n nan's height. ‘Tt is th inhabitont of low marshy situ-
ations, *‘Liko ofher palms it yields a wino by tho usual pro-
cess, and:in-som parms of the Archipelago, particulurly in the
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Jjuice, is extracted from the tree whilst in its
flowering state, in the same way as that of the
coco, and afterwards distilled by a similar pro-
cess; but it is more spirituous, from six to six
anda half jars being sufficient to yield one of wine.
The great difference remarked in the prices of
these two species of liquor, arises out of the
greater number of uses to which the fruit of the
cocal or caco tree is applicable, .and the increase
of expence. and. labour requisite to obtain the
juice, owing to the great height of the plant,
and-the frequent dangers to which the caritanes,
or' gatherers, are exposed in passing from one
tree to another, which they do by sliding along
a simple cane *.

Philippines, it is culivated for ths purpose. Tts principal wse,
however, is for the leaf, usually called Alap, the common term
for thatch among the Malays, specifically applied o the leaves
of thig palin; among that people, it is almost the only
matorial used for.that purpose. The Nipakleafis also used for
thefabrication of conrso mats, The small, insipid pulpy
Kernls aro somelimes proserved as sweetmeats.

* Nature has been extremely provident to man in the
southern, hemisplore,  On the. Andes mountains, where
poitons abound, the antideto is always mot with, On their
dodlivites, whero the tertian fover is cndomic, tho fobrifugo s
‘Particulaely placed ; whilst on tho consts whero tho dysentary

s the,climato, tho simaruba, picacusna; and othor tonics
ds.:.In the parchiod regions . of tho southern coast, for,
. . kY
s A}
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++The ‘impost on, or rather: ménopoly of coun-
try wine, is in itself little burdensome to the
commaunity, as. it. only-falls on the-lower and
maost dissipated-‘orders-in- society, and for this
reason ‘it ‘is’ not suséeptible of: the same increase
as  that :of tobaeco,. of ‘Which -the ‘use is more
"general, and ‘now becoie an object of the first
necessity. “Thé Indian of the Philippine Islands
is; by nature, so sober, that the spectacle of a
drunken man is seldom noticed in the streets

-

the convenisnce of the oxhausted traveller, the calo or Guaya-
Quil cane:raises its refreshing form, aud serves even to allay the
s, o catde, *'This remarkable plan is igh, thick, and the
hollow partitions of the cane, as the moon increases, are illed
with & clonr iind'good water.. At thi fullof the moon; even
the smollest of the upper branches are iled with fuid, tough
atthe wane found oy in the trank, whence it is oxracted by,
a bore, and in these tubes or natural divisions of the cane e
tied to the distant workinen, The ulricularia of the Phili
pine Islands is a plant of this kind. Ttis a tree from the joints
of which issucs a tendril ike that of a vine, at theextremity of
which is ‘placed a small receiver, resembling a cruct with @
neck, and on the top is placed  valve, which serves the placo
of a stopper. The receiver ulways stunds erect, and is filled
with u sweet and plessnnt water, oxcept at certain hours, when
tho valve nawrally rises, o give room for ovaporation, oller-
wito tho repletion conld not take place. 'I'he conlents of four
or ik of theso litle vosscls ‘aro suflient to - quench the thirst
of one pérson. *Thisplant is found in the provinco of Bisayas,
in the island of Luygon.—T'.

/
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and in the capital, where the most corrupt classes
of them reside, it is admirable to sec the general
abstinence from a vice that degrades the human
species. The consumption of the coeo and nipa
wine: is, nevertheless, considerable, which takes
place in all their festivities, cock-fights; games,
marriages, &c.; wherefore, if any scheme ‘is
devised -to augment the -annual sale of -these
liquors, none could be more efficient than to in-
crease themumber of- their festive meetings, and
seck pretexts to encourage public diversions, if,
* 6n'the other hand, this were not contrary to the
well-regulated order of society, and the duties of
those “who are intrusted with its superintend-
ence. .
Tam still of opinion that, without resting the
prosperity of this branch of the public revenue
on principles, possessed of so immoral a tendency,:
it might bo rendered more productive  to: the
tréasury, if: the ‘monopoly could be introdiiced
intothe. other districts, ndapted to its establish-
. By this. T mean to say that, as hitherto
the:: monopaly hus been partial, and enforced
more in the way of u trial than in n gencral and
permanent manner, nuch femains to be done,
and consequenlly gieat scope is left for improve-
. his, depmtmcnt of the public revenue.
Th\smost assuredly : may be-attnined,  if all the
Tocal cicumstances and impedimerts; more o
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Less: superable, which  the mattéritself presents,
are only taken into’dué account, and proper
exertions made to study and discover the various
indirect meanis of increasing’ the total mass of
contributions, by’ applying a system 'more -pro-
ductive and analogous  to -the ‘mature: of: the
Philippine Islands. - With regard to the revenue
of ‘the two particular articles above treated on, T
merely wish to give to understand that, far from
introducing by means of the monopoly, a new
vice into the provinees in which I recommend
its establishment, it would rather act, in a certain
degree at least, as a corrective to pre-existing
evils; anid¢the governtent would derive advan-
tages fidm 'an article”of luxury, by subjecting
its ion to the sume shackles urider which
it stands in the other provinces, where:its admi-
nistration is established-and carried-on:: ﬁ)r ac-
count of the:royal Treasury.

RoyaL Custom House.—In former times,
when only vessels belonging to the Asiatic na- -
tions visited the port of Manilla, with efiects
from the coast of Coromandel, or the China
junks®, and now and then a Spanish -vessel
coming from.or going to the island of Java; with

* T oloving eximot desribestho odo of tho Chinise
Junks.—Ta.

«OF ullforcign nations, the Chineso havo setiled in tho
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spices for account of - Philippine merchants; the

* receipt of duties was leftin charge of asingle

greatést number in the Arcliipelago. Thcir country, overflow-
ing with dnhbitants, Jies close tothe Indian islands; and a
constant intercourse s kept up between' thein. The Chiness:
junks never fail to bring a large sapply of emigrants, and the
Buropean trading sbips frequently do the same thing. But
for thepecaliar ayss of China, which check the progress of
emigration, by Gting that of women entirely, wo should
1ong‘ago “have séen” the" principal portion of the Archipelago
colonized by this race. Many of theso Chincse rewrn to
their own country, and the first intention of cvery emigrant
is probably 10 do.so, but circumstances detain a number of
them in the Jslands, who intermarrying with the natives of the
country, generate u race inferior in energy and spirit to the
native soiler, but speaking the' language, wearing tho garb,
professing the religion, and affeeting the manners of the parent
country: +"The” Chinese settlers may’ bo described as'at onco
enterprising, keen, -laborious, luxurious, sensual,- debauched:
ond pusillanimous. - They are mast goneraly engaged in trads,
expert and judicious.
d activity have placed in their
haiids o managoment of ke public revenue, in almostevery
cauntry’of the” Arclijelogo, whether ruled by natives or Eu-
sopeans;; and of the triflic of the Archipelngo with surround=
ing foreig nations, shnost- the whole is conducted by them.
Trom Chinn they haye imported into the Indian islands the
sgricultural skill which distinguishes hut country above all
otlofs of Asin. "Thi skill is advantageously transferred to the
eulture of tropical products, to that of the sugar-cane, pepper
ndfidigo. - Tn tho western countics, whero, ther'is. least
n from the nativos, the Chinese employ themsolves
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et
voyal officer,;und ‘the valuatioiis of merchandise
made by him, in concert ‘with  two merchants
named by the government ; but with the know.
ledge . and . assistanceof _the - king’s - attorney-
general.” Th mmhﬁcatlons and:changes which

3 tak in

have huwevel' been: ﬁequeut as' is. ovidently
shewn by:the Historical Extract from_the pro-
ceedings ‘instituted - before - the Council of the
Indies, by the merchants of Seville and Cadiz,
in opposition to those of the Philippine Islands,
printed in Madrid; 1736, in folio, by order of

- the said -council; but as it does not enter into
my:views to speak of-times so remote, I shall
confine. my. remarks ‘on this branch, cnnsxderul
under its present, foru

In conformity to royal orders of 15t March

and 5th May, 1786, the Royal Custom House: of
Manilla was definitivelj organized on- its: new
plans and from 1788, was placed “nder the .
immediate charge of an Ad

in Handicraf trados, and are o best and most expedious
workers in wood and ron. “They very soldom condescend 1o
work as. duy-lubou They are the least conscientions
people alive; the constant prospeet of gain or advantngo must
be prosented 1o thom 1o induee them to fulfl thair engago-
ménts, which thoy. will always evade when their judgment is
ot sutafed that i adlierenco to them il ‘bo” ceraaly pro-
fitable.” " Crawiid, vol. T.
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a Controller, a Treasurer, aided by a competent
number of guards, tidewaiters, &c., and in every
respect regulated on the plan established in the
other Custom Houses. - The freedom of the port
heing granted fo foreign nations, a privilege
before enjoyed only by those purely Asiatic, and
anew line of trade commenced by the Company,
the competition in merchandise soon began to
increase, as well as the revenue avising. there-
from, in such manner that, although the ex-
portation-:of goods was limited to the cargo of
the Acapulco ship, of which the duties are-not
payable till her arrival there; notwithstanding
also the property imported by the Company from
Chind and India, and destined for their own
shipments, was exempt from duties, and above
all, the continual interruptions experienced by
the maritime commerce of the islands within the
Inst fifteen or twenty years, the nett proceeds of
the Custom House, from the period above'mien-
tioned of its establishment, till the close of 1809,
have not heen less than from 138 to 140,000
dollars, on an average, as manifested in Table,
N°. VIIL; independent of the amount of the
king’s fifth on the gold of the country, which is
collected by the'same ddministrator, in conse-
quence of its being trivial ; as well as the two

et cent. belonging to the Board of Trade, and

bY: them cnllecmd under that mle, and after-
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wards separately -applied to-the! average-fund,
and which usually may be estimated from 20 to
25,000 dollars.

The general duties now levied in '.he Custom
Hmp» are | ille followmg

- % Ta consequence of. the.complete rovolution. that has e«
cently taken place in the commercial regulations of Spain, and.
affecting every part of the monarchy, it has beer. deemed ad-
visable (0 add the following decree, not only as explanatory to
the text, but also useful to all merchants interested in Spaish,
peninsular, or colonial trade.—Tx.

Ferdinand VIL, by the Grace of God and the Constitution
o, e Spaiish. Monarchy; Kiog.of Spain, to all whomsoever
thesepresents may teach-kaow that the Cortes bave decreed
as follows i—=- i

The Cores; by virtueof tho powers graited (o thom by the
Constitution, hava decreed ;

Art. 1, There shall be one uniform - tariff of the Custom
Houses in the whole of the Spanish . Monarchy, whichin
Europe shall begin to operate from tho 1st Jan. 1821, and
thitty days after the order aud noew tariff shall have arcived in
the ultramarine provinces; but with regard (o the shipuents
which may be undertaken after the 1st January, 1821, in ob-
servance of the new tarif, the Captains or Mates of such vessels
shall carry ont the necossary certificates on heir clearances, in
order that at the places of their destinution, the regulations of
1o now tarifl may bo observed, us far us rogards p-
ments,

2. Bvery yonr the Cortes shall confirm or smend the tarifl
of cmnun, as may bo deomed oxpedicnt.

3. Tho form o the geatral ailf of Custons ol for the
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Inpokr Durizs. Six per cent. duties :of
almojarifasgo on all kinds of merchandise im-

-

present, be the one proposed by the Special Committce of
Tarifl; for this purpose created by a royal order of 13th April,
1816, and which hus been presented (o the Cortes by the So.
cretary of the Finance Department, simplified in the following
manuer.  All kinds of merchandiso shall be divided iato 15
clses, a5 expressed in the said project, and in exact alpha-
betical ofder, shall be included those aricles already therein
contained, adding thereto such new ones as may occar under
anotber form. - The charges shall be laid dovn according to
numbers, woight, measure, or value, the duty on fixed quanti-
ties boing specified, conformably to the regulations of the said
project. The import and export duties shall be distinguished
by two divisions; the first 10 bo subdivided into four cohumns,
viz. in the fist shall be marked tho number, weight, or mea-
sure, on which s (0 be reguisied tho duty of import, export,
and home consumption, without any alteration in the manaer
that may be established for the entry; in the second, shall be
iuserted tho value of each article paying duty ; iu the third, the
rate of duty shall be stated; and in the fourth, the fixed
amount” of duty (6 be paid by the article specified. The
seconddivision, under the tille of Genoral Export, shall con-
tain threa” colums, which, referring 1o tho same rate of duty
on-artiles enumerated.in e firs.column of General Tuport,
shall specify the value, the rate, and the duty on fixed quanti-
ties of the ariclos exported. T the two explained divisions
or columns of import and export dutics, shall be added another
ot tho home consumption, in countries balonging to tho Spa-
nish Monafehy,in Buropo as well as boyond seas, of all nu-
oal articlas of tho Peninsula, Ameriea, and Asia. - What
Tegurds’ o first; ahll b exhibited'in throe columns unitod to
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ported in foreign bottoms, ‘under a valuation
made by the surveyors, in conformity to the

the saven of the above diisions, spiecifying the value, rite, and
the duty on' fixed quantities; and with regard to the home
consumption ‘in_the ultra-marine provinces, the same shall be
expressed in contiguous columus, the rate being stated in the
first, and in the second the amount on each article, according
to the value of national asticles, specified in the cighth column.
And finally, a thirtcenth column shall be added, specifying the
fixed amount corresponding 10 the o per cent. for adminis-
tration, in cases in which the same is to be paid for trans-ship-
ping, o on exportation t0 a foreign country, as will be
explained in Articlo 33; the said two per cent. being calou-
ated i conformity to the rate siated in the second or eighth
coliimn, according as the same’ may be national or forcign
artile . i

4. One single duty shall be levied on account of the public
revenue, on the import and export of foreign goods, as stated
in tho'above project, and in tho corresponding columas, the
duty assigned 1o the national flag shall alone be specified.

5. In cases in which the importation or exportation in ves-
sols bearing a foreign flag shall be allowed, the goods corres-
ponding (o such cargos on their entry or clearance, shall pay
the duties specifiod in the general wriff, with the addition of
one-third ; but in
corresponding o such cargos should be excmpt from duty, it

sso the entry or clearance of the goods

shall be the sume for forcigners us well as Spaniards,

6. As soon us the goods have passed the Custom House,

whether_for. importation, exportation, home consumption, or

trans-shipment, the dutios fixed hy the taril aro to bo paid,

ithout any roturn or wbntoment on the exportation of those

previously imported, or the re-eaury of thoso exported, or for
K
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vespective prices of the market at the time of
importation; and usually regulated by an in-

any otlier motise, unless it should arise out of some error in
the caleulations or accounts.

7. No promium, reward, or abatement of tarifl duty shall be
allowed in order to encourage the importation or eportation
of any kind of werchandise, nor for any motive of utility or
sccurity, or any other pretext.

8. Natiorial and foteign goods of all Kinds, except such as
o piolibited, shall freely circulate in the interior of the line
of Eounterpasses that may be established, without the necd of
ertifiates ; and the circulation shall also e frec in the inter-
vening territory of suid ling, and that of the Custom Houses of
hé “éousts: and frontiers; but, in the latter case, certificates
shall e requisite.

consti

, and between towns of

same province, shall bo
free from duies, but certificates will bé required. In order,
howerer, o cireulate outwards from one provinco (o another,
the following rules shall be observed,

9. The cireulation o ro-shipment outwards of all kinds of
goods, from one port or anchoring-placo to another, for this
purpose-duly authorized by law, s specified in the two fol-
Towing articles, in the whole of the districts”of the Spanish
‘moiarchy; and botween cach reciprocally and in a direct man-
“ner, shall be exclusively allowed in vessels bearing the national
g, according to the tarilf regulations.

10. National goods which may thus circulate, o bo shipped
outwards, shall, in the custon-houses of the port of clearance,
poy two per cent. for the expence of admiuistration, and in the
<port of entry they shall bo frea from the duty of eustoms, ex-
“esing such iwticlos 10 which the duty of Lome consumption
“Wiallbe'ufixed,
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erease of 50 per cent. on the prime cost of India
goods, and of 33} on those from China. This

11: Foreiga goods imported, -and, which may have paid u
regular duty in the custom-house of any port of the Peninsula,
‘may circulate and be re-shipped outwards to aiy other port of
the Peninsula, or be exported to a foreign country, on paying
o per cent. for administration in the custom-house where the
clearanice is made, and nothing in that of their new destination;
but-they cannot be conveyed to any ultra-marine port of Spain,
‘without being subject to a second import duty as foreign goods;
and the same shall be observed with fegard to articles of this
kind imported through any custom-house in America or Asia;
nor can they be conveyed from one section to another of the
latter countries, nor.to the Peninsula; that is, from a portto s
Spanish portof the afrcesid distant rgions, without tho pay-
ment of fresh dutics,

12. Tn case that the Spanish vessels, carrying coastwise from
one Spanish port to anotlier, foreign goods already imported,
or Spanish goods subject to a duty on home consumption,
should touch or anchor in u forcign port, and this should be

proved in some legitimato way, although the deviation should
not appear in the bill of health or the muster-roll, all the cargo,
on arrival at the destined port of dischurge, shall pay the duties
of importation and of home consumption, although it may
appear by die manifest, clearances and cockets, that the said
dutics have ulready been paid, and in addition, all the penal-
ties for contravontion to tha laws of quarantine, pavigation, and
sovenue, shll bo enforced.

. 13 All the foreiga goods which may not bave boen im-
ported, and which may be actually doposited in ports in which
those of the first class ure permitod, may be carriod by a
Spanish vossel only, according to the regulations prescribed in

K2




132 STATE OF THE

duty may consequently he considered as, in fact,
equal to nine per cent. on the former, and cight
on the latter.

e establishment of deposits for import

jon in otier ports
epecially privileged in tie Spanish dominions, without paying
he two per ceat, for administration, nor any other duty out-
wards, and without paying the duty inwards, until the impor-
tation shall take place in the port-of destination, but wilh
absorvance of the provhinm of Art. 18, aud of the regulations
of duposit.

14, In the ease proy

ed for by the preceding Article, it
shall not be permitted to ship in the same vessel any Spanish
goodls, nor any forcign goods already imported, neither in the
first port of shipment, nor in any othér where the vessel may
touch, unless the foreign goods intended to be shipped from
the deposit shall be previously entered, cleared, and the duties
paid in the first port,

"15. The samo rale laid down in the preceding article shall
apply to the carrying of Spanish goods subject (o home eon-
sumption duties, ‘and intended to bo taken out of deposit to be
coieyed to another port speciully authorized.  In theso shi
ménts it shall not be permitted to mix goods which have
already paid the duties of importation, or for homo consump=
tion, with those that have not.

16. Tt shall not be permitted that goods once warchousod in
a port of deposit, in any of tho Spauish dominions,
veyed to another deposit.

17, Every Spanish vessol may trade from any Spanish part,
spetially suthorized, i all the Spanish d.‘.....\.om, to any

oy

hject

' i e rulés of the goneral takll und others on-the subj
V28, Poroign goods shipped rmm Burope for coiintries he-
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Six per cent. or. the same duty, on all foreign
goods, although imported in national bottoms.

yond the séas, iF.they. pay (hs duties on importation i a port
specially authorized in the Penissula, shall be valued'according
t0 the rates fived in tho general riff; but if it should be
proferred to pay the duties only off arrival in an sutborized
port beyond seas, it may bedone according to" Art. 13 but
the rate or value shall be considered s increased one half, if
the goods should be shipped from a foreign port ; butif shipped
from a port of deposit of the first class in the Peninsula, the
duties shall be caleulated on the-rates or value. of the general
tariff, and a fourth part, or 25 per cent. more, besides tho extra
duties on foreign flags, according to Art. 5. The same rule
shall be reciprocally.observed with foreign goods; which may
o carried from-Asia, to America or Eumpc, or fiom America
1o the other two regions.

19. Foreign vessels shall bo ndmlued in all tho ports o the
Spanish monarchy, on the same footing on which Spanish
vessels may be admitted in the respective foreign'ports of every
nation in particulur, and as practised in the possossions of cach
one in every part of the globe, or in  similarity of cuses,
places, and. circumstances, for the only purposes specified in
the following article

0. The foroign vessels which may anchor in a Spanish
port, not for the purposo of loadiog or unloading, but soldy
for ropairing: or uvoiding damage, or (o procurs provisions
necessary for the erow, shall bo admitied for the time required
for that purpose; being merchant vessols, thoy shall bo subject
{0 manifests, search, and officors, as usual; and shall be treated.
as Spaniards ara treated in the respeetivo ports of thoso nations,
exacting or not oxacting, with the nost serupulous reciprocity,
tho tonnage, unchorage, und other duos, which may be paid by
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Thiree per cent. on Spanish goods, imported
under the national flag, equal, according to the
above estimate, to 4 and 43 per cent.

Vesiels in paséing or Temaining, cither in free pratique or i
quarantiné.

21, Foreign vossels of more than 50 tons may import into
e ports of deposit of the first class, and export from them
foreign goods ot prohibited, and being the produce of the
country to Which the vessel bolongs, observing the rules pre-
séiibed i the establighment of the deposits 3 and on the goods
whichthey lund or load 1o ofher duty but the two per cent. of
deposit shall bo paid, unless they shull bo importéd by the
sane portinto which alone they can be imported, or unles
the term ‘of deposit be expired, and they be considercd as
iiported, in which cases the duties inwards shill bo paid.

22, Foreign vesscls of the said burthen can also ‘export
from tho ports which may bo uthorized in the Spanish dowi-
nions foreign jgoods wlich bave been imported and Spanish
oo, obsorving what hus been or may be ordered by the ro-
‘gulatians of the goneral wrAff,

23. Fotcign ¥aisels‘of ipwards of 80 tons are likewise per-
mitied Yo carry provisions and raw materials which cannot bo
used unless worked or manufactured, ns their entry may be
‘peiitted, from Spanish ports to thoso in the Spanish territory
which may be ‘speclally nithorized, and also other goods,
whicl nay not be linble to fiore then the duty ‘of Administra-
tion, provided lvways, that the said goods b the produce of
‘o counitry to which th vessel belongs, and they must pay the
“Autioh without ‘the bonfi ‘of “deposit, unless they carry them
{6 lio‘cormésponding daposits fer tho pirposo*of obiaining it.

Va1 By 1o frontict ‘Castom-houses which shall bo esta-
"Widlicd rar.gm ‘purpose, ‘only tho finportation -of ‘such -goods
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Two -pet, cent. Board jof Trade;, duty, indis-
tinetly on'all. foreign. property, - and equivalent
to 24 or 3 per cent.

shall lm pmmlteﬂ are the pmﬂnee, growil, or mnnufaﬂnre
of the contiguous mation; and also the export of all foreiga
goods slready imported, as well as national ones, conformably
10 the general tarifl in cars or on beasts, according to the

to p

25, Wliatever shall be permitied or probibited in any part
of the.Spanish monarchy, shall be equally so by general rule
in all parts, with the exception of modifications, which dif-
ferent circumstances of place and time may require for the be-

" nefit of all Spaniards.

26, Deposit
e pors, which, on.the proposal of Governmest, may bs ap-
proved by thé Cortes; they. will bo of two, classes;. those of
tho first chss awill serve for depositing Spanish goods, subject
to the payment of home consumption duties, and foreign goods.
Those of the second chass will be only for. depositing
Spanish goods, subject to home eonsumption dutics, bitnot for
forcign goods.  No deposit of cither class ean bo established in
an insecare or defenceloss port, orsuch as may not have shelter
for vesselsin permanent rondsteads, and. fortifications to defend
thom, ond in the immediate vicinity of which there is not a
Custom-house and the necessary buildings for deposits, and a
maritime Consulte; and amongst the ports in which these
cirenmstanees aro. combined, those shall b sclected ‘which
xport most produce wnd manufuctured articles of tho couatry.

97, Tho further fundamentsl regolations for granting do-
‘posits sball_form . pagticular object of instructions, which will
bo inserted in tho goneral taifl, and - will bo confirmed o
amended. evary yeur, Tho sano rulo shall be observed for

fog maritime commerce shall be establishedin
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““Twenty-five per cent. anchorage dues, levied
on the total amount of the almojarifasgo duty.

pointing out, preserving, granting, or taking away, on the pro-
posal of Governmeat, the privilege of deposit, with respect to
tho ports which may suit forthe purposes of this new system, 5o
5 to combiue the welfare of agriculture, industry and com-
mirce, wilh that of the public revenue,

5. The goods invented by nécessty ‘or caprice, or those
which may not be amedin the gefral arif, aftt it shallave
been published, shall bo charged or rited in the Custom-houses
16" pay dutes in proportion: to others to which they are aria-
logous o like, to be done by the Administrators without
causing any delay to business, but to be reported immediately
to°the Geieral Diréction of Revenue, for the purposes re-
quired.

20. The probibition of importation or cxportation of

goods in the dominions of Spain shall form a separate article ;

noral tarf, in- the places corresponding 1o them -in alpha’
betical order, and.thoy shull be subject o a separate dotermi-
nation,’ which il bo copfirmed or amended by every le-
istuture, < ™

30, Morchant ships, Spanish as well as foreiga, shall b
considored ‘as merchundiso’s titir purchase o salo shall bo
pormitted oF prokibited, as may bo expedient, and ordered in
tho genoral tarif ovory yoar, and all thoso balonging to
Spaniards shall bo nationalized.

31. On tho left margin of the printed book of rates, or ge-

“jieral taril, ns much blank spaco as possible is to be lof for
tnoting down tho necessary and usafl abservations for tter

“axplénation and successivo correotions.
32, Mo woight wud measure of solids and fluids shall b
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An additional 24 pér: cent:~d néw and tempo-
vary duty, called subvencion, appropriated to the

the Castlin, o chirging th, dutes nccording o the gennnl
Sunaginary rials de Vellos,

33. "The maximum of the duties on foreign goods imported
shall bo 30 per cont. on the viluations of the general tarif, and
the minimum for administration two per cent. on importation
or re-exportation and on the shipments by sea for the homo
trade. The maximum for Spanish goods, on exportation 1o
forciga countries, shall be ten per cent. on said valuations ; and
tho minimum two por cent. for administration on said expor-
tation_or for. shipments by sea for the home trade, between
‘provinco'and provincs, in. tha proper cases. The maximum
of the home. consumption duties on Spanish goods that are
Subject o, them, shall bo fifteen per cont..on the respective va-
Yuations, without any limit as to tho minimum, because there
will bo goods entirely cxompt from these duties. -

34, In tho muximum and minimam of*duties méntioned in
{he foregoing article, suitablo gradutions shall bo established,
aceording to the scientific principles which govera in similar
casas,

COUNT DE TORENO, President.
J. M. SUBRIE, Secretary.
M. A. LOPEZ, Secretry.

Madrid, Oct. 5, 1820.

Wiherefore, wo command all Tribunals, Judges, Chicfs, Go-
vernors, und other Authoritics, as well civil ns military aud
ccelesustic, of whatsoover cluss and dignity, that they observe
and cnuse to bo observed and exceutod tho presont decres, in all
itspurts,  (Signed)  JOSEF CANGA ARGUELLES.

Paluce, Oct, 6, 1820,
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payment. of the lown made to the king:by:the
Cadiz Board of Trade, and leviable on all kinds
of imported goods, and of course equal, accord-
ing tothe usual mode of valuation, to about three
per cent.

Exrorr Duries.—Three per cent. on the
exportation of coined silver and gold of the
country, in dustand-ingots.

*“An additionial or duty ‘of ‘subvencion, or- tem-
poriry duty on'"thie ibove, équal to § per cent:

- One'and a'lialf per cent. under the same rate,
on allkinds of goods, and equal fo 2 or 2§ per _
cent.

Oneand a Inlf per cent. on the amount of the
cargoof the Acapuleo ship, on leaving the port of

" Manilly, equal to 3 per cent. on the real prinic
cost.

The Company are. considered in the same light
as the rest of -the-merchants, in the graduation
anid“payment of “dities, “on"such goods as-they
sell.out of their own stores for local consumption,
with- the exemption only of the Board of Trade

of 2 per cent.; and 8 per cent. on the expor-

ation of silver, according to a special privilege,

and in conformity-to the Glst article of the new

voyal decree of 1808,

+ " Besides the duties above enumerated, there is

another trifling one established for Tocal pur-

poses, wader the wme of peso marckante, being o
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rate for the use of the king’s Scales, levied ac-
cordingly to an extremely equitable tariff, on
crtain articles only of solid weight, such as iron,

.+ The ‘raw materials, ‘as well ‘as all
anifactured articles, belonging to the
isluiids, are exempt from' duties on their entryin
the port and viver 6f Manilla ; but some of the
first are subjéct to-the most unjust of all exac-
tions, that is, to an arbitrary tax and to the obli-
gation of being retailed out on board the vessels
in which they have been brought-down, and de-
liverable only to persons- bearing a written or-
der, signed by the sitting members of the munici-
pality.” Among this class of articles may be men-
tioned. the ‘cocoof Zebu,- the wax and oil of
Tas Bisayas, which are rated” as* nh_‘ects of the
first necessity.

With regard to the respective duties on'the
crgo annually dispatched by the merchuits of
Manilla to New Spain, the practice is tolerably
well regulated. An extreme latitude is given
to the moderato rates at which it is ordered to
value the goods contained in the manifest, by
which means these are frequently put down at
only one half of their original prime cost;” the
commission to frame the seale of valuations
wihich is to be in force for five years, after
which time it is renewed, being left to threo
merchants, and made ‘subject to the revision
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of the King's Attorney General and the ap-
probation of the Governor ;. consequently, such .
being. the nature of the tariff on which fhesc
operations are founded, the 333, to which the
Toyal duties amount on the 500,000 dollars sti
pulated in the permit, does not, in fact, affect the
shipper beyond the rate of 15 per cent., in con-
sequence of the great- difference between the
prime_cost and Valuation of the.articles corres-
ponding: tothe permit ;. or, what is the sime
thing, between  the 500,000 . dollars nominal
valuie, and 1,100,000, .or 1,200,000 dollars, the
real amount of the cargo in question. The most
remarkable civeumstance, however, is, that the
officers .of the revenue in Acapuleo collect the
abovementioned 834 per cent. in absolute con.
formity to the Manilla valuation, and not ac.
cording to the value of the goods in America,
and without any other formality than a. compa-
rison. of the cargo with the ship's papers. - In
lonour of truth, it ought to be further obsorved
that, although the Manilla merehiant by this
means seeks o exempt himself from part of the
cenormous duties with which it has been at.
tempted to paralyze the only commercial intor-
eourse he carries on with New Spain, in every
other respeet comected with this operation, he
nets; in a safliciontly Tegal manner, and if at
their.etugn those vessels have been in the habit
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of bringing back near - million of dollars in &
smuggled way, it must be acknowledged that it
is the harshuess of the law which compels the
merchait: to beconie a smuggler; for, according:
to the strangevegulation by which he isithwart-
ed in the returns-representing - the . proceeds of
his outward operation, he must either bring the
inoney to the Philippine Islands without having:
it declared on the ship's papers, or be obliged to
leave the greatest part of it in the hands of
others, subject to such contingencies as happen in
wrade.  As long;, therefore, as the present limita-
- tions subsist, which only authorize returns equal
to°dohble the value of the outward-bound cargo,
this species of ‘contraband will inevitably con-
tinue. - The governors also, actuated by the
principles of veason and natural justict, will, as
they havehitherto donie, wink at the infraction of
the fiscal laws; o forbearance, in fact, indirectly
bencficial to them, inasnich as it eventnally con-
wibutes fo the general improvement of the co-
lony. Indecd, without this species of judicious
condescension, trade would soon standstill for the
want of the necessary funds to carry it on¥.

- ’l‘lmp\lbli:u(dlis country were made acquainted with the
existenco of Uiis singular trado by Commolore Anson's
fumous eapture of the Acapuico ship, Ta Nuestra Sedora de
Covadonga, by the Centurion, having 6n bowd 1,313,843
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We shall now proceed to notice another class
of ‘défects, in their operation of sufficient im-
portance to merit a particular consideration. - Tt
will readily be acknowledged that, in like man-
ner as the good organization of Custom Houses
is favourable to the progress of general com-
metce, so nothing is more injurious to its growth
and the enterprise of merchants, than any w

B

Pieces of cight, 35,682 ounces of silver, cochineal, &¢. From
hat’ 6 up 1o thio present it has continued on nearly the same
fodting ; but, of course, it is now tirown open by the re-
establishment of tho constitation. ~Acapuleo, tho chief ship-
ping-port of New Spaia on the Pacific, is the finestharbour on
that sea, being an immense basin, us it were hollowed out of
rocks, und only open to the S. S. W. The country round is
estrencly sombre and romantic, the climate unhealthy, and
the town contains o more than 4000 inhabitants, chiefly per-
sons of colour; though the arrivalof - the - galléon from Ma-
nilla_always brings ‘thero us. many more strangers, who
oo o attend., tho, it then held, ~This sbip usually.left the
Philippines sbout tho middle of Juy or beginning of August,
id U voyage to Aespuleo generally lasted about threo
morils. The N.W. and 8. W. winds are the prevailing
ones in that line of the Pacific, and tho trade winds servo to
return. The "vessol usually touched at the Island of Guaum,
ono of the Marianas, to loave thero the situado or yearly
allowanco of wonay from Mexico, for the payment of the
troops, &c. <o Lund supplies of woollons, and to obisin pro-

ns. Tl s alwost the only wso Spuin has bitherto made
slar and secludod establishmont, of which  doserp-
tion has beun given in the Preliminary Discourse,—T
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cortainty ov arbitrary conduct it the levying of
duties o' be paid by them: - This-alises out of
the circumstance of every merchant, entering on
a new ‘speculation, being anxious 6 have, as the
principal groundwork of his combinatiors, & pér-
fect “knowledge of the exact amount of  his dis-
bursements, in order tobe enabled to-calculate
the final result with some degree of certainty:
Considered in this point of view, the system
adopted in the isluds is certainly deplorable,
since it must be acknowledged that the princi-
ples and common rules of all other commercial
countries, are there wnknown. For example;
this year a'cargo arrives from China or Bengal,
and the cuphm delivers in his manifest. The
Cust T th the
valuation of the goods of which- his- cargo- is
composed : 1 sy they commence, because it is a
common case for them not to lave finished the
estimate of the scale and amount of correspond-
ing dutics, till after the expiration of two, four,
and not unfrequently six months. The rule they
affect to follow, in this valuation, is that of the
prices carrent in the market, and in order to
ascertain what these ave, they are seen going
vound inquiring -in the shops of the Sangleyes,
il at length, finding it useless to'go in search
of correct and concurrent data, in a place where
there are neither brokers nor public auctions,
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they. are forced to determine in an arbitrary
manner, and as the adage goes, always take good
care to see their employers on  the right side of
the hedge. The grand work being ended, with
all this form and prolixity, the sentence of the
surveyors is irrevocable. The bondsman of the
captain, who, in the micanwhile, has usually sold
his cargo and departed with a fresh one for
another destination, pays in the amount of the
duties, thus regulated by law.

The practical defects and injurious conse-
quences of such a system as this, it would be
unnecessary to particularize. It would, how-
ever, be still less intolerable, if, once put in
foree, it could serve the merchant as a guide in
the valuations of his property for u determined
number of successive years. What, however,
renders this assessment more ‘prejudicial, is, its
instability ahd uncertainty, and’ the repetifion
of the same operation T have just deséribed every

- year,.and ‘with every cargo that arrives; but
mnder’ distinet valnations, according to the re-
ports or. humour of the day.  Besides these great
defects and irvegularity, the Philippine Custom-
house observes the singular practice of not al-
lowing the temporary landing of goods enteved in
transitu and for ve-exportation, as is done on the
bonding system in all countries where excrtions
aremade by those in authority for the extension
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and improvement of, commerce in.every possible
way. Of course, much less will, they consent
to the drawlack or return of any part-of the
duties on':goods entered outwards, even though
they: aré still.on board the_very vessels'in which

 they originally came shipped. . Beyond all doubt,
the wrongly understood severity of: such & sys-
tem,” has,” and. will, . continue to prevent many
vessels from frequenting the port of Manilla, and
trying the market, wnable to rely on the same
liberal treatment they can meet with in other
places.

MovoPoLy oF THE BoNG4 OR ARECA NUT.
—The bonga, or aveca-nat, is thé fruit of a very
high' pali-tree;'not unlike the one that bears the
date, and the nuts, similar to the latter, hang in
great clusters from below the protaberance of the
leaves or branches*. Its figure and size resemble

* "Phe areca-palm ( Asica Catechu of Linnaus), is a slender
graceful tree, 30 or 40 feet high, producing fruit from the sixl
year, and continuing (o bear tll after the twenty-fifth. The
fruit s eaten in its unripe and ripe state, but generally in the

~latter, when it assumes an orange colour. ‘The exterior part is
then  s0ft, spongy, and. fibrous substance, and the interior &
nut, resembling e nutmeg, though usually larger and harder,
The tree “thrives at a greoter distance from the sea than the
usual.class of pals, in clevated situations, and (hé plantations
are highly. ornamental. <1t yields to erops, or, on an ave-
rage, 14ibs, per anoum, —T'n,

X
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2 ‘common nut, but solid, like the nutmeg.
Divided into small pieces, it is placed in the cen-
tre ofa small ball made of the tender leaves of the
Buyo or betel pepper, lightly covered with slacked
Time; and ‘this composition constitutes the cele-
Brated betel of Asia, or, as it is here called, the
Buyo, the latter differing from that used in India,
inasmuch only as it contains cardamomom *.

. * The.use of the prepared areca and betel is general in the
Tadisn “Archipelago, as well as among soveral Asiatic conti-
nental nations, who, it is thought, learnt it from the natives of
tho former. The preparation is made by a mixture of areca
cut, the pungent and aromatic leaves of the betel, a_ species of
pepper-vine, a small quantity of lerra japonica, an agrecable
bitter astringent, and. a small proportion of quick lime. This
preparation is mesticated, and produces a dark colour on the
teeth and gums, considered by the matives a beauty. The
gamber, or tervi japonica, is found in-tho islands, add is thence
exported to Java_and_China,,. Tt is dorived from a plant, of
which the leaves yield an inspissated juice, when boiled and
-veéduded 16 o syrupi " After being eooled, it hardens, and when

peifiely.dricd'snd 401, i cut in small cakes, and in tis

‘stato used ‘a8 o masticatory with the arcca nut.

1t is singular the Peruviens have a plant, used by them in
the sarit way, but posscssing virtues which tho prepared areca
docs not, sinc the lutter bonsts no other than narcotic qualities-

+ X maan tho caca ot erithrozylon, a plunt deiffed by the aucient
‘Poruvinns, and still veed and beld in tho highest estimation,
though under no monopoly. Tho coca grows in what ara

called tho Yungas in the Queckuan language, or ot and humid

Placos, such as the declivities of the Andes mountains, with &
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THe govémuient, anxious t6'dérive advantage
it aid"and support of thie colony; fr g the great

i
leavés, consequently, furishés that number of crops,: though
not equally plentiful. The leaves are carefully gathered, as
soon as on the iuside they have assumed a tronsparent green,
and on the outside a ruddy colour. They are then dried and
packed up. In the early timés of ‘the Incas, the coca was ro-
served for the worship avd solemites of tho gods, and the use”
only’of thoso sionarchis whio Lossted their immediate descent”

s allowed to use it unless bis
m to'share this ho-
L

‘Whe the Spaniards arrived Peri;
neral, oven nmong the plebeidns, Tho coca was alss mads
the represcatative of valie, ind served the purposés of miohoy.
Of these loaves 400,000 baskets are now annually produced’
in La Pas oad ofter diricts” of Upper Pers, throapars of
are gathered in the distriet of Chulumani. Lower Pera
ylelds about 22,000 baskets, chielly grown in the distict of
Pincaritambo. Tho usual value on the spot, is from 6 to
8 dollars pet basket, weighing 751bs. though the planters,
owing to distance and difficullies of conveyance, usually
contract to deliver it at the mines, for 6 dollars per arrobay ot
25lbs. Thouse is similir to that made of the preparéd areca
sn the Eist Indics, and hene some authors have ventured to -
deducs tho'common origin of (s Peruvians. ‘At present, tho
Indians weave small ornumented bags or purses, which they
’ L2
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use the inhabitants makg/of the buyo, many
years ago determined tostablish the sale.of the
Bonga, its principal ingredient, into a monopoly,
either by hiring the privilege out, or placing it
tinder a plan of administration, in the form in
wwhich it now stands. Both schemes have been
fried, but in neither way has this branch been
made to yield more than 30,000 dollars; indeed
the annual proceeds usvally have not_exceeded
25,000, In wfm;me total amount of sales was

il Wih oz ‘and carey bung to thei girdles,  Tn some pro-
Vincos, they usa small calabashes filled with lime, but the fost
usual method is, to form from the ashes of the quinua stalk, a
speciés of Tillet, emall cakes, called Uiptc, and this, or lime,
serves a3 on_alkaline masticatory with the coce. o take bis
quid, tho Indian seats himself very composedly, although on
a journey, or engaged in hard, Jabour, pulls out his cluspa, or
bag, and leaf by leaf, puts the cocu intd his mouth, masticating
and turning it round &l it forms a ball, which ho places in tho
corsrof his mouth;~ He then tokes a spoonful of lime or
it of his allilivo, ek, 65,dd (o' bis quid. The malives
usinlly.chow five or six times a day, always when thoy begia
wiork, or when tired: 'The coca is a bitter tonic, and its bal-

prevent the bad cffocts of the arsenic dust with
which tho air is chargod. in tho interior of tho” mines ; indced
without this plant, the Indians would nover be induced to
work in them, and fienee the winers aro obliged to keep re-
gular supplies. A grent number of ofher curious fucts and
pariiculars will bo found in n descriptive and historical ace
countof his plant, furnished by the trnslator to o last

of tho Colonial Journal,~Tr.




nd ‘this, commpared with the

Preéent proceeds, clearly” shews “that, although
the increase has not been adequate to that of the
other branchesof the revenue, it is far from hav-
ing declined. It must nevertheless be confessed,
that on the present footing on which it stands,
the mllnm of the proceeds is not worth the
troitblé ‘réquiredin the ‘Collection, and even if
the amount’ were: still “greater;- it: could*never

- seive as an excusc for the oppressioiand violenice
to which this monopoly frequently gives rise.

As the trees producing the bonga are ot con-
fined to any particular grounds, and indistinctly
grow in all, the plan has been adopted of com-
pelling the Indians to gather and bring in the
fruit, raised. on their lands, to the depdt nearest
the district in which they reside. There they
are paid from 2, 2§, 3 and 3§ vials per thousand,
_according to thedistance from which they come;
and, in order to-prevent frauds, the surveyors
belonging to the revenue go out, at certain times
of the'year, to examine the bonga plantations,
and the trees being counted, they cstimate the
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fruit, that is, oblige the proprictor to undertake
to deliver in 200 nuts for each bearing tree,
whether or not, hurricanes deteriorate o destroy
the produce, or ihioves plunder the plantations,
. as very freqy ppens.. In case defici
are proved agamst him, he is compelled to pay
for them in money, at the rate of 25-rials per
thousand, the price at which the king sells them
in the . monopoly-stores.  Besides, the . precise
condition of . delivering in 200 sound bonga nuts,
according to the stipulations imposed upon him,
presupposcs the previous_cxclusion of il the
injured or green ones; and although the ordinary
trees usually yield as many as 300 nus cach,
great numbers are nevertheless spoiled. If, to
the adverse accidents ar ising out of storms and
robbems, we add the e

lly or misfortune to be,
apl u :of this article.

On the othe| hand, as in the conveyances from
thie minor to the larger depots, frauds are fre-
quently committed, and the heaping together of
many millions of nuts inevitably produces the
fermentation and rapid putrefaction of a great
number of them, it consequently follows that the
wuge must be immense 5 or if it is determined

to-sell all the stock laid in, without any distinc-




unters som and e;&pends more mo
1t is also, very natural that the desire of gain
should tlins lead on and daily- expose o numb

port and relieve the wanis of their. fomil
Retwpi g, Dowever, to what more m\medw.t
concerns
oppressi
country of the. globe, inve
finedly tyrannic, than to. condemn & man,
cortain degree at least, a3 hos hitherto been ¢
case, to the punishment of Tantalus ; for the}a Y
forbids the Indian to touch the fruit of the tree
planted with his own hands, and which. hangs in
tempting and luxurjant gbundance round his
humble dwelling. X
1t would be casy for me to quu\nenm many
other inconveniences attending this bran|
public revenue, on. e footing on which it aow
stands, if what, has already been said did not
suffice to_point out the necessity of changing the
system, a3 long 8s these in p\\ﬂxonty are anxious
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that the. treasury should ‘gain more, and the
King's subjects suffer less. The strong prejudices
entertained against this source of revenue,the
inconsiderable sum it préduces, and the compli-
cated form of its’ organization; ‘have in reality
been sufficient motives toinduce many to become
strenuous advocates for the total abolition of the
monopoly. 1 donot, however, on this account,
see any ‘veasons for altogether depriving the go-
verniicnt of a productive resource, as this might
506 He'rendered, if it was placed under regu-
Tations less odious and more simple in themselves.
T nevertheless agree, that'the perfect monopoly
f thié'ieca fruit, or bonga; is impracticable, till
the trees, indiscriminately planted, are cut down;
and, in the same way as the tobaces plantations,
fresh and definite grouwids’ ave laid -out for its
cultivation, on-account of the revenue, I.am
further awate that this measure isless practicablo
thanithe first; ‘for; irdépendent of all the other
Slieticles it ‘Vould be necessary to wait till the
new plintations yielded fruit, and also that the
public should consent to refrain from masticating
uyo, in the meanwhile; a pretension as mad as
it would be to.require that the eatiug: of salt
should be dispensed with for a given number of
‘years. But, what difficulty would there be, for
‘examiple, in the proprictors- paying so much a
year for.ench donge tree, to the district magis-
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trate, the governor of the: ncarest town, or the
cabeza de Batangay, or- chiefs of the clans into
which the natives are divided, in the-same man-
neras the Indian pays his tribute? The only:one
Tlanticipate, - is; “that of fixing the amount;-in
such way that at the same time this resource:is
made to-produce an- increased income-of some
momient, it may act as a moderate tax on an in-
definite property, the amount of which, aug=
mented in the sale price, may be reimbursed to
the proprietor by the great body of consumers.
1t is not in fact casy to foresee or estimate, by
any smeans of approximation, the alteration i
the curvent price:of the. bonga, that would result
from ‘the - indefinite” freedom ‘of :its. cultivation
and sale;” especially during  the: first years.::-Al
though, for this reason, it would: be impossible
to ascertain what proportion the impost:on: the
tree would then bear with regard to the value™of
the fruit, the ervor that might accrue would be
of little moment, as long qs precautions were
taken toadopt a very low rate of comparison, and
a proportionably cquitable one as the basis of
taxation. Supposing then that the price.of the
Bonga should decline from 25 rials, at which it is
now sold in the monopoly stores, to'15 rials per
Yhousand, in the general market, and a fax of
3 of ‘arial should be lnid on ench tree valued at
200 bonga’ nuts, it is clear that this would be

AN
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equal tdno more than 8 per cent.; ‘or,iwhat is
the same, the tax would be in the proportion:of
1 to 12 vith the proceeds of..each tree, and the
more the value of the fruit was raised, the more
would the rate of contribution diminish. . 1t
ought at the sune time to be observed that, under
the above estimate, that is, supposing the price
of the article to remain at 15 rials, the 8 per
cent. at which rate. the tax js regulated, would
not perhaps exceed five or six per cent. on a more
minute ealculation ; in the first place, because,at
the time of making out the returns of the trees,
those only ;ought to be set down which are in
their full yigour, excluding such as through the
want or excess of age, only yield a small pro-
portioii of fruit; and in the.second, because in
the numbers registered, the, trees would only be
rated at 200 nuts, although it is well known they
usually yield. 300, .in order by this means the
better;to';ayoid; all- motives of complaint.  Tn
this point of view, and by adopting similar rules
of :probbility, it scems to me thut the govern-
ment. would ot risk nuch by an attempt to
change the present system into a tax levied on
the treo itself, on a plan similar to the one above
proposed ; more particularly by doing it in o
temporary manuer, and vendering it completely
subservient to the correetions subsequent expe-
rience might suggest in this particular,

3
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The, difficulty being, jn-this anner, over-
come, with regard to theprudent determination
of therate at whichithe ‘proprietor of the.bonga
plantaticus.ought.fo contribute, let us now pro-
geed to'estimate, by approximation; the annual
sum that would thus be. obtain ‘As;-however;
this operation is unfortunately complicated, and
in great measure depends on'the previous know-
ledge of the total number of trees liable to the -
tax proposed, details with which we arenot at
present prepared, it is impossible to come at any
very accurate results. All that can be -done, is,
to endeavour to; demonstrate, in general terms,

the i the revenue would exp
by the adoption: of ‘the new plan; and the real
advantages resulting from it to tlie contributors
ﬂlemselves, all which may be. easily deduced
{from the fo]lo\vnq, simple calculation. )
Let us, in the first instance, suppose that the
consumers of buyo, in the whole of the islands,
do-not exceed one willion of persons, and that
each one makes use of three bongas per day,
this consumption, at the end of the year, would
then amount to 1,005,000,000 nuts. We will
next divide this sum by 200, at which. the pro-
duct of each tree, one with another, is rated,
and the yesult will be 5,475,000 trees. - This
number being taxed at the rate of § of a rial,
would Jeave the sum of 171,093 dollars, 6 rials,
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and’ ‘dei\lcling therefrom ‘the 25,000 dollars
yielded by this branch under its present-esta-
blishment, together with 5,132 dollars, equal to
three per cent. paid to the district magistrates’
for the charges' of collection, we should still
Bavean anvualincrease in fuvou of the treasury;
equal t0140,961 dollars, 6 rials.

Tt might perhaps be objected that, in this case,
thie proprictor, instead ‘of receiving, as-before,
24 vials for every ‘thousind -bongas, would' have
to disburse 1% rial in the mere act of paying § of
a'rinl for each tree; a circumstance which, at
first sight;seciis'to produce a difference not of
13 bt of 3} rials per thousand ngainst him ;
though in reality far from this beiiig the case, if
we fake-into consideration the deficiencics the
sworn receiver ustally lnys to'his charge, the
fruit he rejects, owing to its being green or
rotten, and the many end expensive grievances
haii exposed to in his capacity of grower, it will
Berseen' that his disbursements under these heads
frequently exceed the amount he in fact has to
reccive.  If, in‘addition to this, we bear in mind
that, on condition of seeing himself free from
guards and o variety of insupportable restric-
tions, constituting the very cssence of a mono-
Poly;he would inall pwhnbllny gladly pay much
niofe than' the tax ‘in question, all the doubts
avising: on_this point will Lentirely disappear.
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Finally, considered in its true light, we shall
not _find in; the measur ve, described, any

ought to inspire the more, confidence, from
being. well known, that. the use_of the duyo is
general among the inhabitants of these islands.
The caleulation, as it now stands, rests only on
one million of consumers, for each of whom I
bave only put down three bongas per. day,
whereas it is customary to use much more; nor.
have I tnLen into account the infinite number of
nuts wasted after being converted into the buyo,
a fact equally well known. Indecd, as the, ob-

_ject proposed was no other than to ‘prove the
main part of my assertions, and I trust this is
satisfactorily done, T have not deemed it neces-
sary to include in the above caleulation a greater
number of minute circumstances, mnor attempt
to deduce more favourable results, which, with
the scope before me, T was most assuredly war-
ranted in doing.

In a word, from the concurrence of the facts
and reasons above adduced, the following pro-
positions may, without auy difficulty, be laid
down,  First, that the increase of revenue pro-
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diiéed By the reform in question, would in' ali
prébability, exceed 150,000 dollars per annum ;
secondly, that the Indian would soon compre-
hend, and gladly consent to a change of this
kind in the niode of contributing, of which the
advantages would be apparent; thirdly, that
the persons emiployed it the old establishuient,
miglit, with greater public utility, be applied to
other purposes; and lastly, that the civil ma-
gistrates would' riot be Harassed with so many
stiifes anid Tawstits; and so many melancholy
Viétiitls"of thie mionopoly and its officers would
ceise to drag a wretched existence in the prisons
4nid places of Hard Jabour in these islands.






