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NATURE OF THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT
1. CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY. The three Dewmnentx o
government in the Philippines derive their authority
powars from the sume sourco, that i, the Constitation of
the United_ States through the President and Congress. The

Philippine Legilature is o creation of American Cangross.
The sanction which the Phil

nor-General is bound by the Organic Act
to uphold every act of the Legislature already approved by
e Governor-General and reported to Congress

2. CONGRESS AND GENERAL WOOD. An act of the Philip.
pine Legislature reported to the Congress of the United

refore, when General Wood disrogarded the
loar provisions of Act No. 2803 and section 2447 of the Ad-
ministrative. Goe, he actad ity to-the tention and
authority of the United States Congress.....

8 THE PREAMBLE. There being ambiguity in the provisions
of the Jones Law regarding tho powers and functions of the
Department Sccretaries, we must resort to the Preamble,
which is a key o open the understanding of a statute. From
the Preamble it is clear that the veto power should not be
used to reject bills not afecting the sovercignty of the United
States and that the Governor-Geneval's supervi con-
trol should not bo destructive of the Legislature’s authority
to lay down the duties of Department Scertari

4. AUTONOMY. The general poliey consistently obscrved by
Congress in the organization of government of territorics in
the Continent of America and in tho Philippino Islands is not
to interfere with the conduct of affairs of the teritory. The
Philippine Logislature is given gencral legislative power sub-
Jes o specifc limiations by the Jones Law (Unlted States
o8, Limsiongeo, 41 Phil,, 94, decided in 1020)
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SUPERVISION AND GONTROL. ' Tho Philippine Laglnxmm
hos powar to provide by law for the mannor an ods
of gonoral suporvision and control by the Gnvnrnor.(}uncrn],
s was dono in tho Administrative Code..
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2. POWER OF REMOVAL. The Chicf Exsecative can ot dircetly
interfere with cases of officials not appointed by him and
whose removal is expressly lodged by the Philippine Legis-
Jature in the Department Secretaries.......

4. THE EXECUTIVE POWER. The Escentive power of the
Governor-General does not carry with it the power to remove

ot dis-

er of
vemoval or reinstatement of such officers to the Depastment
Secrctaries ...

1. CONSTITUTION ISERS. Department Secretarics are
the only constitutional advisers of the Governor.General, who
can ot direetly or indiretly transter thei fonctions o the
Malacafiang advisers .

5. GOVERNMENT OF LAWS. So long as Act No. 2303 and
scetion 2447 of the Administrative Code have not been re-
voked by Congress or declared unconstitutional by the courts,
the Governor-General must respect and oboy them.

G. WOOD-FORBES MISSION. The Wood-Forbes Mission Report.

failed to take action. So General Wood docided to take mat-
ters in his own hands and assumed the Sudilal pover to
declare laws unconstitutional,
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THE VETO POWER
1. THE VETO POWER. The unrestrained use of the veto power
by General Wood placos the Filipino people in a worse posi-

tion as far as autonomy is concerned than they were before
the passage of the Joncs Law. Before the Jones Law was

e Jones Law, which was nevor ntond

2 sovERr‘lGNTY The phrase in the preamble “without in
the moantimo impuiing the evrels ot the rights of sov-
ercignty by the people of the United States,” is in the natu
of an excoption. Tt is n yule of statutory construction that
exeaptions lhmﬂd bo strictly construed and should not defeat

In the ps
sion s tho giw of a large control of domestic affairs to
tho Tilipino people. 17 Gonenal Woed ean veto.any bill oven

tantamount to saying thnt Congress granted to tho Filipino
pooplo powers which at tho samo timo it denied,
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Gongress wanted to test the eapacity of the Filipino people.

‘The Jones Law was passed not for the purpose of giving
opportunity to American oficials to work out their own
theories of administration.

The Governor-General can veto only the following elasses of
billsz (1) hose bile which ato manifesly unconstitutiona;
(2) those which are in violation of any treaty of the United
States with hm nations (3) hose Wit diserimms
against the citizens or subjects of other mations; and ()
those which attom o hallengo o Simiich Ameriomn .

reignty over these Islands. All these bills he may veto... 56

5. CONSTITUTIONAL RESTRAINTS.  Secion 10 of the Jones
Law is cxamined to show that the veto power is not un.
limited. The history of Amcnmn revol\lﬁ\m shows that the
unrestrained use of the vls colonial  Tegislation
finds o sanction in American poltical thought ..






