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CHAPTER XII.
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rusted would s fur answer hs nesesites a3 not o intorere seriously wich the grent abjct of
the expedilion, now fairly set ant for Japan. ~The advantages of steam were fully appreciatod fn
the opportunity it gave of making n wnifonnly steudy and direct courso of ascertained speed—

vantages in which the sailing vessels were made to partioipate; for the Sratoga was taken
in tor by the Susquehanna, as the Plymouth was by the Mississippi. The Commodore’s ship
Jed the van ot of Napha and asaited, some five miles away, between tho group of islands
situated off the larbor and the southwastern extremity of the island, tho coming up of hor
consort, as did the Mississippi for hers. Hawsers then being passed from the steamers fo the
o sloops-of-var, they were respectively (aken in tow, the squadron fairly started and began
the voyage to Yedo.

Al seemed very well satisfied to got away from Lew Chew. The pictur terests of the
sland were, for the time being, thoroughly exlansted, and the dull relities of life bogan to
‘weigh rather beavily upon the visitors. ~ Beside, the great object of the espedition was still beforo
them, and anticipation naturally begat impaticace. The weathar, too, had become sultry and
excessively oppressive, for the heat had reached the high degree of 85° Fahrenheit in the coolest
part of the Susquehuuna while she lay at anchor i the harbor. The pople of Lew Chew,
‘morcover, had not apparently been very mueh won over by the blandishments of their courteous
“Phe supplies with whicl they at first furnishel the squadron had been gradually
ing off, and ther cansent o seceive payment or them seoraed to be the principal change in
their policy efftcted by the long sojourn of six wecks. Still some progress had been made,
Their system of espionage hd hecome less public and intrusive, although somo suspested that
it was as alert as ever though more concealed.

On getting clearof the harbor and stretching beyond the shelter of the sontheastern extremity
of the island, a strong wind was encomntere from the cast, nnd as the steamers wore decp, it
was thought advisable to stand off on the port fack in orier to got well clear of tholand, for th
vessels in tow were draggging them to leoward ndtwithstanding the power of the engines. In
the course of the day, us thers was every prospect of wenthering
the ships were puton tho other tack, and their conrse dirceted for Japan,  +

The track taken by the squudron east of the chain of islands which stretch from Formosa to
Tew Chiew, and thence to Japan, (very projerly called by Bluant. the ¢ Southern,” * Middlo,'”
and “Northern” gronps,) has been very racely traversed by the ships of modern nations; whils
tho istunds on the castern xid of tho chain are unknawn ta our present navigatars,

“The French adwiral, Cecille, i 1816, cplogeal one or more of his squadron in the exploration
ofthe istands abont Faw Chew, and alon tho western sile f the northern group;. but acsording
10 the best uuthorities, (0 which Von Sicbold, among others, alds is testimony, the castern
side of the Inttor islunds has never been visited by any modern navigator. Tho principal island
of th northern grou is called by the Japaneso Oho-sina, and by the Chinese Tatno; theso
words meaning in their respective laugunges, * great island.” It is about. tho size, including
one or two udjoining islands in the estimato, of Great Lew Chew, and s probably governed by
similar luws. 1t as one chiefcity and severul towns, and the country is supposed to bo highly
cultivated. Vo Sicbold stafer that the island containg sovoral good harbors, and it is
undoubtedly, in overy respect, of sulicient interest to claim an invostigation. The Commodore
rasolved, at some subequent period, 10 send somo vossol of the squadron to make o propor

e

survey,

the eastern part of the island,

%



230 EXPEDITION TO JAPAN.

The Susquehanna and the sowmpanying ships were probably the st it of Buropean or
American vessels that ever passel along the entire extent of the northern group. Von Sicbold
assorts that Bronghton saw the northeast poiat, and that Captain Guierin, of the Freneh corvetic
Sabine, traced the western shore in 1848, 1t was probably Oho-sina, the principal island of the’
group, that was seen by Commnder Glywn in 1315, and which e supposed (0 be a new
discovery. The islets which e sperks of huving seen, bearing N.N.W., were the Cleopaira
islands, examined two years before by one of the vessels of Admiral Ceeille’s squadron.

Von Siebold's charts, append to bis great work on Japan, and compiled by
islands pretty acourately Tuid down, and it was found that the observations made on board the
Susquchanua gave such earings of the principal headlunds of Oho-siima as correspond folerably
vl with thi position as given by Von Sicbold. A curcent is snid to be continually setting
from these slands to the northeard and castward; or, as the islanders say, it always gocs (o
Japan and never comes buck.  This was, however, found to be of no greal stre
passage of the Susquchanna, although it mist be acknovledged to bo o watter of diffculiy
estimate in a steamer the rapility and diroction of currents, as they are generally over-loggel,
or in other words, surpassed n speed by the rate of going of the vessel. There is, morcover,
another diffculty in consequence of the backvard movement given to the water by the evolution
of the paddle-wheels of @ stamship.

“Tho third day of the voyage, being the fuurth day of July, 1853, brought with it a lively remen-
branes of home, as it was the seventy-soventh anniversary of our mational holiday. The day
opened fresh and plensant, and th vere prepared fo get wp some amateur theatricals, and
ofhervise to cclebrate the i but the weather becoming wufuvarable, and ather circu-
sues interleriug, it was domed advisable, much o the disappointincat of the sailors, o
dispense with the show by which they had intendd to give exhibition to their patriotism. The
ocuon, howerar, wus duly honorel by the firing of a saluts of seventeen s rom enchy vesel
of thesquadron, nd by che seving of an whifional rtion of grog 1o Juck, while the afiees
Lrought to benr aluo the resonress of their varions messes, to give due enjoyment and impres-
“sivencas to the day.. AN on oard were allowed to feel that it sus n loliday, in  vespite fro
e usual smuster ut general quartors and exerise at the great guns and sy arms, which liad
een kgt p during tho passago with grent tritness and rogulurity, in onder ot the squadron
aight be preparad for any ovent on its arrival at Japan,

"o wonther, although gonerally warm, vriel, and thus, v
ot and oppressive othors wers tlerably ool aud plensnnt, Tho sin oceasionally blew with
consarublo fronhncss, and oty from tho cant, bt froquently there was hardly o breath of uir
o bo blt und, consequently, wil  tempernture which reuchd 856 gy s conlest pluco on deck,
ol n bord enfloed greatly from tho fntunso heat,  And, indoed, the stll hent and cloar
atmosphoro whish wero oxporiencol, oven on n closo appronch 1o the shores of Jupan, did not

grom Lo confirm what hus buen sl wnd what was oxjected, of the ool gud foggy climate of
that country,

Atsunset on Thursiay, tho Tth of July,
forly miles from Capo Negatsto,
‘proxim
morui;

i, show these

o some days wero exces

o squadron was, according to obsorvation, about
or L, u i in othorwiso eallad, 1n consequenco of this
ty, the heads of the ships were put off shoro from midui; it until four o'clock next
& vhen, ot ouly tho eapo was seon from tho masthend, b sovral of thy o1 ds to
o casiard, culed by Von Siobold Goclroten Zlandsr, (tho Brogor islands,) as woll as thy
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Jarger w0 of tlo group, bearing 1o Japanese mumes of Tosisim and Liking.sia, N
morning was fine, though the atmosphere was so hazy that there was but an indistinct view of
the outline. of the precipitous coe, Throtigh the wist, however, the bold ‘Promontory of Idsu
could be seen rising loftily oug of the sea, and stretehing back o the interior of Nippon in a
crowd of mountainous elevations, The Susquchanna's conrse, as the leading ship, was laid
diretly or tho entrance o the bag of Yo, g - she passed the preipitous land of Cupo Tdsw
she came up with a low, barren, and apparently uninhabited islet of ahout three-fourths of o
mile in length, known as Rock ixland.  There js 4 passage between this and g

land, and, althongh broken wigl severnl rocky islets, it is navigable,
The United States ship-of-the-Jine Columbus took thut conrse, although the other, on the outer
side of Rock island, the one pursued by the Morricon, was preferred, and was accondingly taken
by the Commodore, who Ppassed within a mile and a half of the istand, As the squadron sailed
1 the const some eight or ten juuks hove i sight. and two or three of them were observed soon
to change their course and to turn back toward the shore, as if o announce the arrival of
strangars,

The marning seemed to confirm the reputed character of the Japanese climate, for the
atmosphere was so thick and Duzy that the extent of view was
restricted, and it was not possite to get a distinet outline of the
cume to anchor off the city of Uraga. The steamer, iy spite of i, 1
all sails furled, at the rate of cight or nine knots, much to the astonishment of ¢]
Japnese fsing funks gutherod along tho shoge o seattered or
the bay, who stood up in their boat nd were evi dently expressing the liv.

SBIEof the first steamor over boheld in Jupune woers,

As the day advanced the sun cume out with a brighter Justre, glisten g upon the broad saj
of the junks within view, and dispelling the mist, througly (1o openings of which tho lofty
summits and steep lasn-senrred sides of {1y promentory of Liza and its mountain chaine, nou
Joft sapidly behind, conld oceusionully be disepyene. Crosing the mouh of the ba of Sagarni,
with Vries' island, or Qo %, 8 it is ealled, on the starhoard, the «f ips moved in toward
Cape Sugami. The Grent g now, 8 the fos oceasionally ifted, rose to view behind the
head of th bay of Sagumi, and ity cone-like summit was diselosed, Fising to un enormous height,
far inland, and covered with u whito eap, but whether of snoyw or of flecey clouds je was
impowsible fo distinguish,  Tho hoygs showed themselves more cantionsly as the vessels entered
he by ;. bt one wus overtuken by the seamers, gt o o bounil seemed o u terrible tnge
oF excitement, letting drap its brong sails, and tuking to their onrs, which they used with al]
e il 4 they wero oidently muxion to give n it Berth ta tho squndron,

< tho ships neared the Iy, s stantly the decks
were el in position and shotted, gl ition arranged, the
wall wrine wade read e und men at their posts, al, , ull the preparations
e, it before mecting wn enenny. - Aot yony Caupe Sugami was renched, when the
sauedron ene too, for whout ten winutes, ud o signal was mado for all eaptaing to g0 on
bourd the flay. ship and receive their orders from the Commodore, This done, tho vessels now
continied heir course wud won e up it e veninsul of Sagumi, at tho south end of
which w ton v ubserved, - When tho s gt ppronched within to miles of th lung
el of Jrge bonts, wmounting to mar than o ey, sk off i tho ditcoton of tho ships,

s were made tram the Commadore

e for et
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with the scoming intention of visiting them. They were, however, not waifed for, aud were
soon lft hehind, much puzzled, doubtless, by the rapid progress of the steamers against the
wind. The boats appeared to e fully manned, but did not seem to be armed, although each
of 1 characters inscribed on it, which led to the conjecturo
it thiey were government vessels of some kind. The consting vessels inereasel

0 numbers
s s near that their construction and rig eonld be plainly

Their hulls rose forward in a high beaked pros, aud aft, in a lfty poop, while a
single mast, seeured by fore and ek stuy 1 and was rigg
with a large square sail made of canvas; there wore three other smaller sails, two at the bow
and one at the stern,

made out.
. rose from the centre of the

On passing Cape Sagami, at the entranco of the bay, the shores were observed to riso in
precipitous elifls, which connceted landward with undulating Deep

h verdure, divided the steop slopes and opened into small expanses of allusial land, washed
by th walor ofth b ino h form ofnets, bt tho ordent of which o groupal various
Jnpanese villages.  The upland
while

s, green with

E:

ar behind rose the mous
to-the buy seemel well fort
formidable with forts,

1 he bl n.m prijecting headlands . Saga
the suns of whi

silent, notwithstanding the threatening
nee of the strange ships. The distunt ot the provine of Awa, on the cast, rising
appsite to Sugani in ol peak, aul strichi

« heyond in pieturesque summits, was stll
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apparenly destitute of fuetific ron pssed throueh 1
Yy ol Uraga the mamerons fishing bots hureiol ot of he way.
funeicd themselves at  suf
ansions look at the strangers.

At abuut five welo noon the syuadrn eame to anehor off the ity of Uraga, on
the western side of the by of Yeilo,.the shops-of-war (the wind being favorable) having been
cast Toose  little while previous, and the four vessels took up ¢

ted, opposite the shore.  Just before letting go the an
the lofty cone of Fusi was wore distinetly visible, showing b
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the flag-ship, ho had commanded that not more than thrce persons, at one ine, and those aving
business, should be allowed to come on boari. heretofore heen the practice of ships-of-war
to admit these people indiscriminately to theie decks.  When the Colnmlins s in the bay of
Yelo, there were many hundred Japan
Tuospitalities of the afficers withant hesitati
thoy were spoken to abunt going o shore,
Commodore had, therefore, [m,w\clvnninvﬂ o exereise nn egual degree of exelisiv
themselves, and to penuit the J
the Susquelianna.
dissatisfaction at not bein
were strictly abeyed.

On dropping the anchor.
quadron Tl assuned its line of b

o on board of her at one time, who partook of the
il e themselves
< that it was impussible. Tho

municate only and direetly with

exal of the commanders in fhe Japanese ats signifiel by sigus some
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Ono af tho bats camo clongside of th flg-ship, aud it was observel that & person o0 oard
e sral of paper i s hand, which tho ofce of tho Snsquchnana refused {o vceive, but
el was el np t0 b read longside of tho Misssippi, when it was found to be  dociment
T the French Tanguage, which conveyed an order fo the effect hat the ships should go avay,
ot anchor at. their peril. The chif funetionary, as is bont reached. the sido of the
Susuahanin, mado signs for tho gangway ludder o bo let doven. This was refuse, bt Mr.

s, e Chincse inferpreter, and M. Portman, the Dutch, weredircsted to state o bim
hat the Commodoro would not reccive any on bu & functionary of the ighest mulk, and thut
he might soturn on shore. As thero seemel. to be some difficulty in muking progress in tho
Jupancso Tanguage, one on bourd the boat alongside sid, in very goud Englis, 1 cun speak
Duteh e Portman then commenced o consersation with him in that langusge, as his
‘Eaglish seemed fo havo been exhunsted in the firstsentence. 1o appeared to be perfectly
fumiliar with the Dutch, however, and commenced a very brisk volley of questions, many of
hich were not responded to. Fe asked it tho ships eame from Ameriea, and scemed to have
expected them. o was very pertinacious in urging to be allowed to come on board, but was
constantly refused permission, and was told that the commwander of the squadron was of the
highest rauk, in the service to which e belonged, in the United Slates, and could confor
only with the highest in vk at Uragn. 1o then stafed that the viee-governor of Uraga
wns in the bont, nud pointed 1o one of those in authority at his side, who, he said, held
fhe highest position in tho city, and. was the proper person to be received.  Tle was now
asked why the gavernor himself did ot comne off, to which e replicd that lie was prevented
by the Jaws from going on houl ships in the ronds; and propess that the Commodore
should appoint un offcer of corresponding rank with the viee-gavernor to confer with him,
a8 o was dosirous of communicating fo the govermment the olect of the squadron’s visit.
Tho Commodore, afier some intentional deluy, consented to- this rojuest, and appinted his
aid, Licutennnt Contee, o veceive him. The gangway-ldder was accordingly lowered, and

ho vice-goveror, Nagazina Suboraske, accompunied by Wis interprerer, Hori Tutsnoske, who
spoke Dutel, came on bonrd, nnd was received in the eptain’s cabin, where a couference was
hold, in fact, with the Commodare, who, howerer, studionsly kept himself secluded in his own
cabin, and commmnientad with the Japanese through s aid only.

Tt wns directed that tho dignitary should bo informel that the Commodore, who had been
sent by his country on  friendly mission o Japan, had brought u leter from the President of
Hhio United States, nddressed {0 the Tuperor, and that he wishel o suitable oficer might
o sent on bourd is ship to receive n copy of the same, in order that w day wight
Yo appointed for the Commodare formally to deliver the original, T this ho replied that
Nagnsaki was tho only pluce, ncearding 1o tho aws of dupan, for negotinting forcizn business,
and it would e neeessary for the squadron 0 go there.  Ti answer o thix he was told that tho
Commodore lind came pspasely to Uraggn hecuusa it was near o Vedo, and that ko shoudd not
g0 fo Nugasai; that e expeeted tho letter to e duly and properly received where o then
i that bis intentions wero porfes

A1y frendly, bt it ho would allows of o indiguity ; and
wonld nok permnit. tho gunrd-honts which wero eolleetg nround the ships o renmnin where th
wore, and i they were ol immedint

e, the Commadaro declared that T woukl
dinperse thew Dy forco, When this was inferpretel to Wi, the functionary suddenly left his
Aont, wont £o the gugway, und gave wn order which eaused mast of the Tt to return to tho
shoro; bt o fow of them still remaining i clusters, an wrmed bouk was sent from fhe ship to
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warn them avay by gestares, and at the same time to show their arms; this had the desired
offoo, s al of them disappenred, and nothing more was scen of them near the ships during the
stay of the squadron. This, as says the Commodore, was the first jmportant point gained.
The vice-governor shorlly afterward took his lcare, suying, as ho departed, thet he had no
anthority to promise any thing respecting the reception of the President’s lotter, but in the
‘morning an offcer of bigher rank would come from the city, who might prabably furnish some
further information. .

The policy of tho Commaore, it will be scen, was to assune o resolute attitulo toward the
Jupanese government. e hd determined, before reaching the const, to carry out sirietly this
onrso in all s official relations, ns he believed it the best {o ensure a suecessful issuo to the
dclicate mission with which he had Deen cliargel. e was resolved to adopt a course entirely
contrary to fhat of all others who had hitherto visited Jajan on a siwilar errand—to demand
s @ right, anid not to soficit as a favor, thuse acts of courtesy whidh ase due from one civilized
nation to another; to allow of none of those petly annoyances which had been unsparingly
visited upon those who bl precedud him, and to disrogard the acts as well as the threats of the
anthorities, if they in the least conflicted with his own sense of what was due to the digaity of
the Amrican flag.

Tho question of landing by

foree was left to be decided by the development of succeeding
events; it was, of course, the very lnst measure to bo resortel to, and the last that was desired ;
ot in order fo be prepared for the worst, the Commodore cansed the ships constantly to be kept
in porfect readiness, and the crews to be dsilled as thoroughly as they are in ti
Mo wis propared, also, fo meet the Japanese on their own ground, and exhibit toward them a -
Jittlo of thoir own cxclusivo policy; if they stood on their dignity and assumed superiority, that
was o gamo aé which ho could play as well as they. Tt was well to let them know that other
eople had digaity also, which they know how to protect, and that they did not acknowledge
o Japancso fo bo their superiors.  Tenco he frbnde the admission of a single Jupunese on
Joard any of the ships, except those offcers who might huve business with bim; and tho visits
oven of such were o be confined to tho flag-ship, (o which they were admitted only on tho
Joclnration of their rank and husiness, The Commodore, also, was well mware (hat the more
exclusivo ho should make himself, wnd the more wnyielding he might be in adhering to his
doclred intentions, tho more respect these peoplo of farins and ceremones would he disposed to
award him; herefore it was hat he deliberately resolved fo confer personally with no ono bt
 functianary of the lighest rauk in tho empire. 11e wanld have boen ashamed, in the indul-
zenco af n confemptitle pride foundod an mere oficial rank, fo ussunue  superiorty, and affct
o gnity, ton lofty 0 stoap to the Tovel of men belows lim in station. As & man, be did not
Toem imsdf fon elevated fo Tuold commuuieation with any of Wis brethren in the common
Derituge of Tumanity bt i dugan, nx e representative of his eontey, and the aceredited
stnndinn of (he hoanor of tht g which loatelover bim, b (L hat it was well 6 tench tho
Tapanose,in the mode ot intelligible o them, by stately and dignilied reserse Jined to
Dartoct equit n all b kel or did, o vexpoct he country from which Lo canie, nd (o suspend.
Tor . fime their acenstomed arvogance and inclvility toward strangers. The Jupancso so woll
nderstond it they enrned the lesson ab e, 1 was thix feeling, and this only, whi
rompled i Lo vefie fo sew the vice-govermr of Uragn, aud to refer bim {0 Vs add for
Do, Mo muss i often engh aflersaed, whon wttens i been arranged tween (ho
eovernments, on terns of friendshiy and oqulity,  And we havo bean thus parteular, nob for

time of nctive war.
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4h" information of our conntrymen, who know Commolore Perry, but fo strangers who may
Lend o story and, withont this woed of expluntion, misappreliend the dlaracter of the man.
o sman s more casily approached by i fellow-men, or assunes Jess o account of the Tonoratle

ition ho fills in the service of his countr
The best proof that hie judged wi the results. The
squadron was lef frcs of al aunoyance or interference on the part of tho aulhor i
ol perio of s stay  a event wnprecelentel i the inerconc of Jupan with foxcign hips
i movo than bwo conturics, We have suil there was no awnoyance to the ships, but the
Japancss were 15 yet foo suspiciaus of forcigners mot {0 yesort o {heie fuvorito system of
eplonago: and, thercfore, though the guird-vessls wore withdraven, 1 o e scon, there
“might st o obsorved floatin hore and there bt in the distance, scemingly with the ohject
of quietly satehing th movements of the strangors 5 but they never cume near the squadron,
and wero not by tny nct of tho nutlorities foreel upon the recognition of then, by the Americans,
us guard-boats, That 2 watchiul eyo was kept upon the squadron was prolable. Chresor foue
vockots were shot up from the apposite land dring the afternoon, which were supposed o bo
Signals of some purposcorother. - When night cumeon, the prosence of theships in their waters
vas cvidently kueping up o very lively apprehension on the part of the Japatiese on shore.
Beacon fres wore lighteil upon every lill-top, and along the shores on cither sido as far as tho
ey conld reach, and during the whole night the watchers on deck could liar the tolling of &
great bell whicl was at first suppasedl fo be that of a temple, bt
sigunl of somo kind. o bay was otherwise as quict s an inlind lake, and wothing ocaurred
{0 distarb the tranquillty of the night.  When, however, the nine o'clock gun of the flag-ship,
sixty-four-pountlor, was fired, the roport reserberated loudly throngh the il ou the westera side
of the buy, tnd apparently created sowething of u commmot
fives were observed o be immediately estinguished. There seemed, however, no reason to
expect any interforence, althongh overy precaution had been taken ; thoships had quite a warliko
aspect, with sontinels stutioned fore and uft and upon the gangways at the sides, with a pile of
yound shot and four stands of grape at cach gan, muskets stacked on the quarter-leck, und bouts
provided with earbines, pistols, entlusses and other necessarics for service.

An interesting motcorological phenomenon was observed in the conrse of the
Tiicntonant Ducr, in commund of the waleh, who deseribes it as o remnrkable meteor seen from
‘miduight wntil four o'clock in the morniug. 1t made its appearance in the southward and
westward and. iMuminatel (o wholo atwosphere. The spars, sails, and Tulls of tho ships
vefleeted ity glaro as distinetly na. thowgh 1 W light wero buring from cach vessel ut tho
sano time. From tha sonthward and westward, wd whont fifieen degrees whovo the lorizon, it
Dursuied & northeasbwardly conrso in a dircet line for w long distance, when it fell gradually
towand tho wen and disppenred. 1s fori was that of u lurge blue sphero with . vel,
shiaped tail, which it could casily be observed was formed of iguited purticles which resembled
o spurks of w vocket us thoy appenr upon s esplosion, ¢ Tho ancients”  romarks the
Commodora “would huvo constriied this remrknble appenrnce of the heavons 18 w favorablo
omon for uny enterprizo ey had mdertuken,” and ndds it wny be so constened by w, a5 wo
oy God thit o present attempt o hrin " plo into the funily
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fostoons,-a boautifil i isclosed, A bold sh sonally broken by
of baro gray rock, cstendad along the westorn or Sigumi side of tho bay, with au undulating
ightly green wi , tufts of h tress. Further.
Suland the earth rose in s range of gently swolling hills, the sides of which were covered with
vegetation. Two miles below the anchorage, tho shore was less abrupt, and scemed more
cultivated. From Uraga to the entrance of the inner bay of Yelo, marked by a promontory &
milé and o lalf distant, innumerable towns and villages were grouped along the shores on cither
sido. Uraga embraces two of theso towns, separatel from each other by & Cliff; through the
Jarger one of which a river passes and empties into tho harbor, where floated a great number
of small boats and sereral jumks. As most of the vessels bound up the bay wero seen
to stop in their course at Uraga, that place was supposl {0 be an entrepot where certain
custom dues had to be paid. Forts could e scon on the headlands here and there
commanding the harbor, and as they were lass, some of them
were found to be in an unfinix] or
were monnted with cannon, though apparently ofno great calibre, while others were w
gun. A length of screens had been stretehed for a distance of several rods upon posts in front
& tho brenstuvorks, us well as inside the forts bekind the embrasures, and along parts of the
hore, Tn the distance these screens seemed to be composed of cloth, and were markel with
Whito and black stripes, Dheir purpose was nob very obvious, although i was surmised that
{hiey were got up, with the intention of making a false show of concealed force, Tho Jnpanese
‘probably lnd not calenlated upon the exactness of view afforded by a Dolland’s telescope or &
Trrench opera glass,  Companics of soliers, in glaing searlet wiiforms, wero see to pass from
gartison fo gareison, some bearing g with various insiguia, aud others Jargo Janteras upon
o poles. Tho shoro was Tincd with a formidubleshowe of tho same sort of government Lonts
2o T surrounded tho ships on their arrival, “They seemed to Te picketed oft from the town by
o red flngs which hud beon planted on tho shors belweon them and the honses on the Jand.
Do irst approach 1o the Susquehanna from tho shor was that of w boat at early sunriso next
anoruing, (July 9th,) apparently eontining o corps of artists, who came close to the ship's side,
it making no attempt to come on hoard, busied hemselvas i taking sketchies of the strange
vesscls, The important visit of the day, however, cme off at seven o'clock, when twa large
Loats rowed alongside, one of which contwined & half dozen officials, whose presenco was
Sndiented by the threestriped flag ot the stern, Tho fnterpreler who spoke Duteh w with
hem, nnd announeed thut the personugo of bighest authority in the city was present, and
desired to come on board.  The arrival of Keyamon Yeznimen, (for such w \) who
resented himsel us (ho governor und greatest f Uraga, thus plainly contralicting
o decturntion of tho vice-governor of {he duy befure, was then duly suouneed to he Commo-
who ordered that his highness should bo reeel A by Commanders Buchanan and Adwns
s Hicutenunt Contoe, the Cotmodore himsel sill vefusing, in necordanee with his policy,
veceivo nny one bt w connsellor of the Bupire, he governor wax ttired, in churacter
gh positon, s bl of ho thind sk, 3o wore . il silk robo o enbroflored pattern
Tesembling (he featlers of @ pencock, with borders of gold und silver, e was duly receiy
T alicens avo Tuuvo wuneel, and inedintely commenced with them w conforence, which, how=
ever, wus in reality witl the Conmorore, thongl o sl preserved Lis seclusion. "Ihe governor,
flor n Tog i, n i o moro i oneo declared that the Jupanese s made it
fpoasibl ik tho Lresident’s lttor hould o v wt Urag, nd that, oven i wer

hed state, and in progress of construct
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© answer would bo sent o Nogasak, added also that tho squadron must proceed fhither.  Tn
answer to this ho was most distinetly told that the Commodore would never consent to such an
arrangement, and would persist in delivering the letter where he was; and, moreover, that if
the Japanese government did not sce ¢ to appoint a suitable person to receive the documents
i his poscsson addressed fo the Emperor that b, the Commolore whase dut i was 10
iver them, would go on shore with n sulfiont force and doliver them in perion, be the
eonsequences what they might.

TIn answer to this, the governor said that he would return to the city and send & communi-
eation to Yedo, asking for further instructions, and he added that it would take four days to
obtain a reply.  One hour's steamiing would havo taken the ships i sight of Yelo, and 50 tho
governon was informed that the Commodora would wait three dags only, (unil Tucsday, the
126h,) when o definite answer would he expected.

* A 'boat had been sent at daylight from each ship of the squadron to survoy the bay and
Juarbor of Uraga. The governor, on observing these boats, inquirel what they were doing, and
hon o was {old fhat they wero surveying the harbor, he said it was against the Japanese
Jaws to allow of such examinations; to which he received for reply, that the American laws
command them, and that Americans were as. much bound to obey the American as he was the
Japaneso laws. “This,” remarks the Commodlore, “was & second and most important point
gined.”  During all the questions and answars (he interpreter Tiad out his tablets, and was
Tusy taking notes, and if all the iwportunate inquirics of tha governor had Leen responded to,
his reporter would hiave enjoyed no sincenre.

"At th interviow, tho origiunl letter of the Prosident, together with the Cammodore’s letter
of credence, encased in the magnificents boxes which Tnd been prepared in Washinglon, wero
shown to his excellency, who was evidently greatly impressed with their exquisite workmanship
and costliness; and he mado an offr for the first time of water and refreshments, but was told
that thio squndron was in no need of anything. The governor was mle o understand perfeetly
ot there would be no necessity for any further discussion wntil the time appointed for the
dalivery of tho answer from tho Japuneso government shonld arrive; and i 1 the ship fully
impressed with this wnderstanding.

During the conferance, the governor and his interpreter wero requested fo uso the sme
designation in wpenking of the Prosident of the United Staies us that by which they
Qintinguishel tho Fanperor. They complied with this request, although, previons (0 it, they
Tad used different forms for the two digni

aries. In . country like Jupnn, so governed by
coremoninls of all kinds, it was necossary to gunrd with the strictest etiquette even the forms
of specch; and it was found that by o diligent aention ta-the mimtest and apparently most
Susiguificnnt detuile of word ud nction, ho dsirel improssion s mudo npon Jupancso
iplomney ; which, s & kmooth surfuco requires one equnlly smooth fo tonel it b every point,
. can only o flly venched and wot by the nicest adjustment of the wost pol it

Pho surveying houts, which secned to give s wich nnensi

shel formality.

sinoss Lo the governar, hind heen well
e nud nemed, and Tientenant Bent, of the Mississippi, who was in command, was
s Sustruioted nok to g0 heyond tho rango of the ships’ g il oo Toole-ont was Jeept upon
: tho wurveying party, in onlor that, assiktunco might b sent to thom should they e attackel.
T addition {0 tho wkinl hout ensigng ub e stern, whits g, ind

Tn add v of their pencelul
intontions, wero o on he ows, — Pliey spread thenmselves aut toward tho opposite shoro s

they pulled avay, sounding nl every bout's length, and hud reached about o wiles further up
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tho bay- thea, the anchorage of the squadron, when they were recalled by a signal gun. On
their return they wore sent out again, with ofders to Jeep nenrcr to tho western shore. In tho
afternoon all tho boats returned, coming alongside at about three o'clock p. 1. .

Tho hydrographic reports were of the most favorable character, as decp water was found as
i up as four miles toward the head of he bay, which was the extent of the first survoy.  The
soundings varied from twenty-nine to forty-three futhioms, and at the leight of the cbb tide a
current was observed running at the rate of two or three knots. The examination of the harbor
of Uraga, which was carried fo withiu a few fect of the shoro, gave five fathoms atabout a cable’s
Length distance, while within that space from the land sereral reefs were found to extend out.
‘As tho boats approached. the shores there was a good viow of the fortifications, which did not
oo to bo of a very formidable chameter. Their construction did not exhibit much strength
oraxt, Thair position and armament were such as 1o espose them (o an easy assault; their

. prrnpets wero in carthork, while many of the buildings, the barsacks and magasines, appearal
bo be of wool. They mounted but few guns, and those of small calibre, while their embrasures
* were so wile it the cunnon were greatly exposed.

O the first appronch of the survey boats the soldiors showed themselves in considerable force,
and wero observed to be filly anmned.  They presented quite o bristling front with their spears
o) mantel-Jocks, while their Jacquered caps and shields flshed rightly in the sun. They did
ot socm disposed, howerer, to make any very decided stand, or they retreated within the walls
o the fortifiction s soon as the boats 1ado in closer with the land. ~ One'of the officors in
command of a ship's boat approached fo within a hundred yards of the shore, and obscrving
Uhrce porsons, seemingly of authority, standing out wpon an embankment, lovelled his glass
them, whereat they disappented on. the instant, evidently much discomposed at being sightel
it an instrument which they (though not wnfumiliar with the telescope) might have supposed
fobo & wenpon unknown to them, and eapablo of projecting something more deadly than the
glance of an eyo. o Japnese soldiers in tho boats along. shore beckoned fo our offer (o
Taep off, whil h, n response, s sign to shows the dirction in which e was going. The
Jupanse then put off and appronched so rapidly that it appeared s if dhec inteation was to
Sntercept the shiy's boat, and the ofi in men fo vest
upon their oars and adjust th caps o their carbines, Hhere wa, howeser, noatteunpt. dicectly
1o intorfore with this oF any other of the ship’s cutters, althongh they were folloved b
af Jupancse boat, which, howeser, on seving our wen well armed, did nob senture to wolest
o, Mho urtist who necompaniel the surveyi Tl excellent opportunity, which
s well improvee, of wning sketehes of the Jand, tho forts, wned various other o

verything seemel prop
sccons, e bl gined s purposs i el

er in commund accndingly szave orders o

fons, i the aetion of the Commadare ad so far ¥

g the squadron of the presence of tho guard-
Jonte ol compellad the visit of the first in wthority at Uniza; he ad survegel the
Janebor ;T b refised (o g0 o Nugusaliy uadkept bis position in the by of Yolo aud this
Tust o determined to retiin until ho had some defivite answer w5 1o tho reception of the
Presidents letter by u person of proper vank and nuthorit

Tho wonther wldel s s

s 1o the acension, far nothings could e moro propitions. Tho
Dot el wax ot excossive, for the thermometer hanly rungol abovo 75°, wax temperal
b ol scn breezes, und e atinosplere wax %0 clear that overy obfct apponred with grent
Alstimetnens, and there was o picturesus view disclosed to the eyo on wll sides. Tho peaked
wannib of Fusi rose, with great distinctness, wbove tho bigh land on tho wostorn const, wnd ten
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milon ahead the bokd lifl which guasds both sides of tho entrance {0 he e havbor loading
1o Yolo, were readily discernible. Neater, the houses of Uraga could be so plaily sccn that
their peculiar fors and canstruction could be smade out, and they were perceived to be built of
wood, with soofs of vations forms—pointed, square, and pyramidal.
et the naural color of the wool, samewhat disslore, however, by thae, while somo fow
ere pained white, e Jupanese Donts aud junks, fo the mumber of several lundreds,
tending from the Leadland, of which the Susquehinna was anchored, to the Tarbor, were so
Uistineily visile s to bo readily counted. Nearer still, the eye could minutely distinguish the
partsof tho wnfaishd forts that wore in tho process of construstion on the heights opposite o
tho ship.

The noxt day was Sunday, (July 100h) and, as usuwd, divine sorvice was held on board
the ships and, in accordance with proper reverence for the day, no communication was held
with the Japanese authoritics. During the day, however, a boat came off with a striped
flag, which indicated tho high rauk of the three or four Jupancse sitling Deneath its awning,
and Tunguidly wsing her fns, They were cvidently porsons of distinction, aud had the
eamo intelligent expression and the remarkably courtly manners which were uniformly
Sbserve i all thoso of the better class. On coming alongside they, Uirough their interpreter
whom they had brought, requested permission to come on board. They were asked if they
hiad any business with the Conmodore, and answering that they lnd none, but mercly ishied
1o have & falk, woro politely informed that, by his orders, they could not e reccived.
Through tho day, preparntions woro observel to be stll procceding on the lan ; the solliers
moved busily, with thir glistening shiclds and long spears, abont the batteries in sight,
nd some scenned. to be engaged in removing the shum forts of striped cunvas, and in training
more guns wpon tho squadion,  The reverberations of the report of a cumnon, frel off
apparently some distunce wp the bny, echoed through the hills, and were ditinctly heird
on board the ships. At night, the beacon-fires, though fewer in number than on the previous
ovening, again blazod, whilo tho deop-tonel. bell tallel us usual watil moruing. - Everything,
howovor; vemnined on bourd tho ships tranquil and without interruption, as befitted the
Chuistinn doy of rest.

On tho next morning carly (Monday) tho surveying boats wero dispatchied higher up the
ay, and Commaader Lioo, of the steamer Mississippi, was dirceted to get his ship under way o
Drotost tham, if necossary. Tho goeraor of Uraga, on seciag the Missisipyi goings higher
wp, camo on bourd, aithongh e ind een told that there would b no ecessity for further
pmnanication or diseussion wntil the reply from Yo was rece

Thio Conmodoro hud sent tho Mississippi and the boats on the service, in part for effel,
Doing satisied ol e very cireumstaneo of approaching nearer o Yedo with a powerfl
ship wonld alan the authorities, wud induce them to give n more fuvorable wnswer (o hi
Qomnds, 16 happened us was expeetal, Tho jgovernar pretended hut his visit to- the slip
vaw simply for tho purposoof bringing tho information that it was very probuble tho letters
(meaning, an was Ohen wupposed, tho trnslations of the originaly) would bo recgivod on tho
Following day, wud forwardod to Yedo,  lis evident object in coming on bourd, however, way
1o acortain for what purgoso the Missisippi and tho surveying bouts had nscended tho by,
wnd o nceordingly it tho questi

“Tho Commodore, anticiputi
hnt, wnloss tho Lusiucss whi

g the inquiry, dirceted that the governor should be inforued
i Tiad brought tho squadron o the by of Yedo was arranged
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diiring" e Fresont visit, he; the Commodore, would be obliged to return in the ensuing
spring with' o larger force; and, as the anchorage in front of Uraga was not convenient or
snfe, e was” desirous of seeking a more favorable situntion nearer to Yedo, which would.
facilitatel his communication with that city.

The surveying party, as on the previous occasion, was composed of boats from cach ship
of Hho'squadron, under the command of Licutenant Bent. They were sent ont with gooeral
directions from the Commodoro to go as far up the Lay toward Yedo as possible, without
gelting out of sigaal distance from the squadron, and to avoid giving any oxcasion of confi
with the peaple of the country. Their departure was watched with considerable aniety by
those on board. the Susquchanna.  Thirty fathoms of her cable had been taken in, and the
romainder. was all realy to slip, while steam was got up, to be in readiness for any
emergency. The movements on shore were quite lively: in the distance, on the castern
ahore, large numbers of soblicrs—ns many apparentls as o thomanl—vere seen o, march
down from the igher ground fa the beach, and there embark in boats, which pat off
immedintely in the direetion of the surveing party. And, during (he whole time, the
Jarions biferics were busy with the movements of the troops, who seemel to be cither
preparing for ostilities, or attempting to make a formidable show of force.

The bents proceeded from ton to twelve miles further tovard Yedo than the anchorage of
{he squndron. In proceeding up tho bay, numbers of gorernment vessels appearel, wving
off the intruders, and somo thisty-five put off in @ direction fronting the course of the
surveying bouts, as if intending to intercept them.  Lieutenaut Bent, who was in ulvance,
ondorad dis anen to sest on their oars, and to affix their bayoncts € their muskets, but this
Drocceding did not scem fo iuvo the eftet ho lnd hoped for, of stopring the JFapancse boats.
They stil came on. Tho lieutonant, anious to avoid a upture, then changed bis courso
somawiit fo provent an fmmedinte eollision, and dispatchel a boat fr the Mississippi,
“hich o about oo miles nstern. The desirel effect was soon produced by the appronch
of he stenmor, and there was o apparent disposition shown afterwurd o interfere with the
Jurty, which continuel the esploration,  Decp sounlings were found the whole distanee,
i Sof hottom of mud. A chunned soemed o exixt ab he furthest point renched 5 in
the contre the Jead gave n depth of fyenty futhons, while ou the sides it siruck upon baks
of mad nt not mare fhan five futhoms 16 was fnferred that thero were deep soundings still
further, and that fho squdron might reudily push on with safety to within a fix wiles of
Yolo fteelf, At the extreme distunco of the oats’ passage there was n smaller huy, ent out,
un it wore, fram the lurger, which, it wax supposal, wouldprobably afford an exeilent
amehoruge, O either side the shores wero abrupt, and extended dack fato lofty bills, and
o the position of tho bonts at thi yoint a town was obseral o the right side of th
By of Yulo, The Missoippi lad dissppearel for somo time from the view of those on
Tonsd o ather sbips; bty just s (he signal g s about to be fired for hor reall, sho
Wit o the promontory, some two or threo wiles wp the g, which hud concealod hor
Tromn st e stewning Ao, with e Bt in fo, sl wa soon auietly soltled at hier
o ler way between the Sosquelunun and the Urag shore, and
I i o the lutter, who cano out (o seo et pas.

The by v covered all g, s wl, with tho Jupuncsa junk, wiling e or down,

appurently arrying on a brisk comueree, aud ok wb all disturbed by tho prescnce of the

squndron,  Somo of fho fishing smacks and othor bouts would, indood, at times appronch
3
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pretty near {6 the ships, but obriously mercly to gratify curiosity, as their erews would
stand up and gase intently, but gave no sign cither of alarm or lost The trading
vessels were observed o stop at o {own on the opposite side in coming down, and at
Uraga in going up, in accordance, probably, as has alrendy been intimated, with some
regulation of the customs.  Eversthing passed tranquilly, and the nest day, which was to
bring somo reply or other to the Commodore's demands, was looked forward to with decp
solicitnde and interest by every man on bonrd the ships.






