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[ Statement of the Problem

This paper aims to produce a textbook on Social Studies for Grade I pupils
with the theme on “National Identity”. The content and organization will be such
that the pupil can truly appreciate the concepts and values therein, and apply his
learnings to his daily activities.

Social Studies is defined as the study of man and his relationship with his
social and physical environments. Before a child can learn to relate to his
environment, he must first learn to understand and appreciate their nature and

value. More importantly, he must learn to understand himself. Thus, it becomes
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necessary that the topics discussed in this proposed textbook are appropriate to the
child’s intellectual and social stages of development.
Il Procedure

Survey questionnaires were distributed and gathered from 12 Grade 1
Social Studies teachers. Interviews were also conducted with them. Other Grade
I Social Studies books wére also studied and analyzed with regard to content,
organization and related learning activities.

[11. Treatment of Data

Date gathered were classified and analyzed to form generalization on
teachers’ perceptions on the subject, on current textbooks used, on teaching
methods practiced, and on their pupils comprehension and appreciation of the
topics discussed.

IV. Finding

Majority of the teachers stressed the importance of including the topic on
‘Self” in their lessons. The pupils found the topics on government difficult to
comprehend; memorization then was the major learning activity.

The teachers appreciated some suggested learning activities in other
textbooks. Some of the more ingenious and creative teachers added more
activities and often made use of audio-visual aids in teaching the subject. It was

these teachers who did not find their pupils bored in class.
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V. Recommendations

The book will start with the topics on ‘Self’ and gradually move on to
Family, School, Community, and Country. Topics on Government will not be
included.

There will be several suggested learning activities which will aim to
develop not only memorization skills but thinking and social skills as well. Some
activities will extend outside the classroom to help the pupil relate what he learns

in class to his real life experiences.
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