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Rationale /Backsround

Boglish pleys an  important role in bLhe lives of
college students. It is the tool which the studenls have
to use in dealing with college ‘work.. Studenls who have
Lo submit term papers or render oral reporbs ‘:'"'m~ English

classes arnd otherwise  should be able to express

themselves in English, both orally and  in writing.

Students who have to solve worded problems in Mathewmatles

necsd Lo undersbhand the problems before appropriate

formulas or solutions can be applied to solve such prob-
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lems. atudents who have Lo interprel findings of an

experiment in a laboratory ¢lass have bto use correct
Epglish in order +to come wup wilth a god  experimend
report. These are Just sowme of the many reasons why

college students mneed to  lwmprove their proficiency 1in

These are also the reasons for the need Lo assess
the difficulbies of incoming freshmen so  bhat  an
appropriate program may be plammed to cater to their

identbifTied needs.

Statement. of the Problem

The study determined the difficulties of fourth year :_

L1

: - * - , . g =P, T 4. I B - -c;
high school students in lesrning English. It lakewis

developed & program that can help overcone these

difficultices.

The: following questlions were snswered in this stuady:
1. @Whab are the difficulties of fourth yecar bhigh
“ school sbudenbs in lesrning English with

reference to grammar and reading?

9 Whalt program can be adopled Lo overcome

"

snch difficulbies?

and Rescarch Desifgn

Procedure

¢

- - g ik _ ]
The desceripbive wethod was used in this study. The
: I T 1ol scho students of
subjects were 334 fourth year high school  students
M g . ’ N e I A b ™ ' - S AL A 3 et 1- 1 ™) 3 b I “‘;‘t}ﬂ
three feoder schools (those thalt werce idenbifled by - |

' St ' 1elnne ffices as the schools
ligiveraiby Heginbear aml Guidance Offices as the sch 5
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where majority of freshmen enrolecs of the University of
the Assumption come from). These are Jose Abad bantos
High School, St. Jdoseph’s  Academy and the Universibty of
Lthe Assumption High Schwool.

A diagnostic test 1 English was the Instruament.

used 1 gathering the data for the study. This

A wd

oA =

miltiple-cholice type of test consists of 198 i1tems: H9 |

} 3 t 3 > | | r |
1tems 1n grammmar and b rhems 1n reading. Suicch Lest ._
revealed the difficulties of the respondenls in learoingg '

English. The results of the sadd test were used as basis

-t "l-d-'

in the playsming of the remedial onglish program.

Statistical Treabmenl

Maaiahiiinls Wil Foal-Pomiguiniinn Saniessrsiners-gigeiiot dlaaphjeliaiaelr U 4 L I -

Analysis of the data of the study was done by

following thegse sbteps:

1. Establishing the norm (89% of the 1tems per

skill) for considering whebher a skill 1s a

difficulty or not.

2. Computing the actual mean for every skill.

3. Comparing the actual mean with the norm to
ascertain whether a skill is a difficulty

.

or not. Mean scores below 803 indicated
difficulties.

4. Ranking of the difficulties of the
respondents in order Lo | determine which
area or areas need more time and cmphasis

1n the program.
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Ma jor MindingTs

The findings of the study revealed  that — the

respondents have diffieculby in all the skills tested in

the diagnostic test. This 1= an indication that they
have not mastered the skills they were Bl:ti:pt:»&:f&d Lo have
mastered 1 Lheir high E:(:hcm] Foglish. A pProgran whic::l';
an help college freshmen overcome Lhelr difficultics "it‘i
English should be considered and i1wplemented.

The remedial EBEonglish program has the following
conponents: general and  specific objectives, content,
strategies, materials, Lime frame and success 1ndilicators.

At the end of the progrem, the students are expect ed
to manifest at least BO% mastery of all the skills 1in the
program. The stLrategies applied are pre-test, :rft-;:viqw,
prescnbabion of the lesson by means  of a springboard,
discussion and inleracbion, drills, periodic examinetdOns
and  approprinbe  follow-upmeasures  for  slow Cand  Tast
learers.

Coneclnsilons

et g Sl e — e Aoy - L

Based on the findings of the sbtudy, the following

~

cone liisiomns were reached:

1. The respondewnls encountered difficulties in all
the skills tested, bhoth in graspmar and in
read ing.

g

They have not mastered the skills which were
supposed to have been mastered in high school
Eng lish. ‘

_*‘1
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3. The skills which premented the wost difficullies
were nobingd synonyms and anbtonyms, and using
contexl clues.

4. A rewmedial-Boglish program which aims Lo
improve Lthe students’ skills in grammar and
raeading coan be adopted Lo overcome these
difficulties. A compoehbent remedisl Leacher
using interesting waterials and appropriaste
teaching stratefics can bhelp achieve the
desired objectives of the program.

To belp college freshmen cope with the demands of .
college work, the following recommendaltions sre presented
for consideration:

1. A remedial program should be asdopbted Lo

help sthwilents overcome theilr difficulties in

using the English language. Two opbions are

Jiven Lo make this possible:

a.  That the remedial program be offered as a
separabe subgect o enable the studenits Lo

have more bLiwme and activities which will

’ halp them i1mprove their grammar and  reading

skills, Re-teaching  of lessons which are

nolb easily learned by the students will also
»

be made possible since the beacher knows he

has enough time Lo do this. Thse remedial

- progran  should not be regarded as a burd £20%

but rather Lo be considersd nas  a kool in

‘ casing Lhe burden of the students In using

English. The tLime, sonocy and eoff o‘r‘* > that
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'th ey apend Iin haviug the program  can be
re-paid in berms  of  Lhe dwmprovement they
will  _have afteor urnlergoin remedial
ns hruct ion. This improvement  will help
them i1n wunderstanding ht?&i{i €L sub yecls
Pegulringd English proficiency, Lhawas .
decre: :.-:v;ing‘ the possibility of failing in thé

sald subjects.

b.  That the remedial English propgram and
Inglish 1 be integrated as a five-unit
subect - the remedial program  as the
starvting point of Creshmen English. This
will make i1 possible for students z:.nd
Leachers to meeslb daily, giving them moro
Lime to know eache obher so that rapport may
be established smong thew, thereby enhancing
teaching~learning situations. Tt will also
be easier {or beachers to make follow-up in
all the activities involved in the program.

2. The remedial program proposed in this f;tl.,xdy must;

e initially iwplemented on an  experibental

basis. This will determine the funchionality

and effectiveness of  Lhe program. From the

Lrial-run, implementors of the program will be

able to assess Lhex fessibility of giving
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renedial instruction to thoze who need it

3. Before the implemebtation of the program, the
followlng wecasures must bLe accowplished:

a. Orient and train teachers of remedial
English on rewedial instruction.

b. Prepare instructional materials, this
ig Lo be done by a committee composced
of Dnglish teachers assigned to render
remedial instruction.

4. Administrabtive supporl must be manifested
tharouith financial assistance, scheduling uf
classes (gize, btime, olasroons), formalablion. of
policlies regarding bthe prograwn, ond loading and
remunceration of teachers.

. Aside from gravmar subjects, literaturce
must also be offered Lo all first year

ollege students Lo help Lhom develop Lheir

” proficiency in reading.

. 6. The English prograw in college must be reviewed

N | 0 that proper measures can be undertaken to

______
||||||
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e
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. '5 give the students the best learning situations
N 1 as Tar as English is concerned.

7. The need for o staff{ development program must be

realized and satisfied by those who are concerned |
. in order to improve teaching cowpelencies of

collage Eoglish teachers.

National Library of the Philippines
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8. & college reading laboratory 1o be handled by
2 r::ﬁ:.,:;:;l'in{}' specilalist (hived on full-Lime basis)
should be established.

. The diagnostic bteskt used 1n bthis sthuady should
be made a part of the enbrance examination
diven Lo . xoallege frecshmen applicants. This 1s
t.o0 determine those whio will be in the remedial
Program.

10. Studenbs zhould be encouraged to develop Lhe
habit of reading books snd olher maberlals in
Frgrlisly; Lhey should, likewise, be given the
chanece Lo talk in Eoglish in and oubt of the
school.

11. A remedial Foglish program in high school should
alao be offered to bhose students who are found
to be wesk in grammar and in reading. This will
not, only help sbudenbs  atbain sucecess in thelr
high school subjecls bul will also preparo 1.hem
for college work.

12. Hiph school English prograns should also be

.
reviewed Lo find  oub if these are appropriatlte
and relevant Lo the needs of the students.

13. The community, in general, should be supportive
in waking  the studenbs speak correclt ng 13 :5;%}?: ..

3 vy d or P
This will lead bo the development  of  students

proficiency in oral comounlGatlion.
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14. Mass media should show cooperation with the

educational lnstitutions’ efforts in making our
students use correct English. They should serve

sy  wodels  1n writing and speaking correct
English. |
15. Pubure research is recommended on Lhe
following Areas :
a. experimental studies on language teaching

strategies.

. studies on langusge btesting
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