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ABSTRACT

Title : PROPOSED THINKING SKILL MODULES IN ENGLISH FOR
COLLEGE FRESHMEN

Author ; Montales, Grace Garcia

Type of Document ; Unpublished Dissertation

Summary

This study describes the educational nature of the Bicol University
college freshmen. It sought to identify the characteristics of the first-year college
students in terms of their inherent qualities (age, gender, attitudes towards reading
and reading preferences) and environmental factors (parents’ educational
attainment and occupation); learning styles and study and thinking skills. It also
delved into the relationship between the respondents characteristics and their
learning styles; their learning styles and study and thinking skills. Then using
this knowledge as basis, the researcher constructed a set of modules in study and
thinking skills in English for College Freshmen.

The theories professed by Piaget, Gardner and Bloom served as anchors
for this research and which were developed into the theory called the gift-active
theory. This proposition considers the multi-talented educand as one who learns
in his own style where the educational environment may be made conducive to

study and thinking by appropriate learning materials.
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Essentially, this study was descriptive. It used the correlational survey
research design in particular. It utilized a researcher-made questionnaire and four
standardized tests namely: Reading Attitude Assessment (Rhody), Reading
Interest Checklist, Style Analyses Survey and DAT: Verbal Reasoning.

The hypotheses were:

1. There is no significant relationship between the characteristics
of the college freshmen and their learning styles.

2. There is no significant relationship between the learning styles
and the study and thinking skills of the respondents.

The respondents were 159 randomly chosen college freshmen in Bicol

University in the second semester of school year 1998-1999.

Findings:

The findings were:

1. It was found out that the typical college freshmen is a female aged 17 years
whose parents are high school or college graduates and are employed in
different occupations.

In the 25 items, five-point scale Rhody Reading Attitude Assessment,
the respondents recorded much liking (4) for reading (64.5%). Very few
(2.5%) expressed little desire (2) and nobody reported that they had very little
liking.

On preferences, six out of every ten stated much liking (4) for the
eighteen different topics in the Reading Interest Checklist. Again no one said

vil
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that they were of very little (1) interest. Similarly, majority (60.30%)
responded that they had much interest (4) in the varied reading materials and

not one said he had very little interest (1).

2. Language Learning Styles of the Respondents
a. Sensory Preference -- Visual
b. Relationship -- Extroverted
c. Handling Possibilities - Intuitive
d. Approaching Tasks -- Closure-oriented

e. Dealing with Ideas — Global

G

. The Study and Thinking Skills
These skills were quantified in verbal reasoning. Out of the 159,
twenty-two (13.8%) belonged to Percentile 50 and above. It is apparent that

the thinking process using verbals of these group fell below norms.

Age and Gender and learning styles
The computed value for the five groupings of learning styles (sensory
preference, relationship handling possibilities, tasks and ideas) fell below the

table value implying that learning styles is not dependent on age and gender.

4. Parent’s Educational Attainment and Occupation and Learning Style
The father’s educational attainment in relation to his child’s learning
style specifically in relation to handling possibilities revealed a higher
computed value of 0.2561 (table value, 0.002) meaning that these aspects

viii
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seemed to be significantly related.. Except for this aforementioned fact, it was
found out that the external factors did not seem to influence learning style.
4.2.0 Learning Styles and Thinking Skills
The data on verbal reasoning produced a higher computed
value for learning styles based on sensory preferences and handling
possibilities (computed, 0.1976 — table 0.040; computed, 0.1611 —
table, 0.043, respectively ). This signifies that learning through the
senses as by seeing and learming when faced with possible
consequences was influenced by verbal reasoning. The three other
groups of learning styles and thinking (verbal reasoning) seemed not
to be significantly related for their computed values were all less than

their table value.

5. Instructional Materials
A set of modular instructional materials in study and thinking skills in
English for College Freshmen were constructed based on the syllabus
prescribed by CHED MEMO No. 59 S. 1996 with the above mentioned data
on the college freshmen guiding this undertaking. These matérials were not

tested in this study but may be done in another research in the future.

Conclusions
The following conclusions are formed based on the findings:
1. Respondents were mostly female aged 17 years, with parents who are high
school or college graduates and who are engaged in various jobs.

X
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They have a positive attitude towards reading and interested in
reading varied topics and materials.

2. The respondent’s learning styles were visual, intuitive random closure-
oriented and global.

3. Approximately, twenty-two (13,8%) belonged to Percentile 50 and above in
DAT: Verbal Reasoning, Majority of the respondents clustered on the lower
percentile and apparently manifested low verbal capacity.

4.1. There was no significant relationship between age, gender, parent’s
occupation and learning styles. Only the father’s educational attainment
influenced the child’s learning style, (handling possibilities).

4.2.  Verbal reasoning and learning styles dealing on sensory preference and
handling possibilities were significantly related styles aggregating on
relationship with others, approaching tasks and dealing with ideas were not
dependent on verbal reasoning.

5. Thinking Skill modules in English for college freshmen CHED MEMO

No. 59, S. 1996but were not subjected to test.

Recommendations

After analyzing the findings and conclusions, the following measures are

recommended:
1. A university reading program including functional and recreatory reading may

be structured to strengthen attitudes and interests of the college students.
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2. A seminar-workshop on awareness and management of learning styles be
given to students.

3. A research on study and thinking skills in Filipino be conducted..

4. A research on parents perceptidn of their children’s thinking skills and
learning styles be encouraged.

5. A continuous revision of the instructional materials to come up with a set that
will allow complete self-instruction be facilitated.
5.1 Validation of the proposed modules in thinking skills in English for

college freshmen be made.
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