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M departure for South Aftiea, soon after
Pehraary 1, 1900, euded wy work in the
Philippines. During niy
I heard no word of the du\n-l(x]nmut: i the
Philippines. While in Hongkong, en route to
Sonth Afrien, | sent ek a letter from which |
estraet fhe followig, On retun
United States in Soptember, and reviewing the
vecords of our experi in the Philippines
subsequent 10 iy Tonving @

than by all else, iy
iy of my let \
with almost equal appropriateness, At any tine
within those monthis. This letter might have
Teen written on Seplember 12 just as well as
on Bebruary 12
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“Hoxaroxg, February 12, 1000,

“With the exception of the sonthern half of

the eastorn coast and the eontral strip of the

sontheastern peninsula, the islnd of Luz

now nominally oceupied by the American forces.

a3
ble e, particalarly tho northorn, is but thinly
ganisoned and, 5o Tar as 1 ean loarn, American
inftuenco extends ouly about as far as o Krag
will throw a buliet. The ocenpation is wnques-
tionably a foreible one. The stories of cordial
welcomie to the troops, of festivities and onter-
tainments, have some fonndation in fuct, but
they are generally misleading.

“Phore are Filipinos who ave tired of war and
thum are those who have never heen keeuly
dosirons of war. There are the passively
indilferont, the sialid amd the tiwid. - Those
more or fess cordially wolcome anything which
presents a possibility of quicter conditions nuder
which thoy can go on with the dull and potty
vound of life to which they have been accns-
tomed and which they very mueh profer. As
one beconies used o physical pain and it
hecomes endurable, so do sneh limited lives as
those of many of th Bilipino peasantry become
more or less callous o politivnl tyramy sand
opprossion.  Somie hecome roused fo @ mensure
of aetivity by a hope of hetter things, but the
fevor soon passos and they sink into the nsual
helploss apathy aud, out of policy, seck to
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ingratiate themselves with a new ruler in whom
they sco little or no improvement over the old.
“There remain two clsses.

are the veritable bandits, the I
sanes, who may be called profossional ¢
The class bas existed for years in the islands
and has held a recognized statns. Tt is made
up of men of nal tendencies, depredators
and sometimos murderers. It is impossible even
approximately to estimate their number, but
they are not to be counted by thousands. They
may number somo hundreds, bu it is probable
that few of them are

Dy the American forces. They prey upon their
own people and upon the estate-holders as they
always have. Their uumber has undoubtedly
been augmented by the disturbed conditions
of the life of the island.

“The other group consists of those who have
been and still should be called ‘insurrectos,
“rebels, ‘insurgents,’ or any other term which
fits thoir particular oporations. T am not sure
that the ineonvenient title of misguided 1
ots? would not be the most fitthigly deseriptive.
AS an army of such, the Filipino organi
disintograted and, to some extent, di
But the greater mmber of those who consti-
tuted that army, though many have retumed to
theiv homes and taken up some part of their
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vormal life habits, still retain their guns, and
the best iulonmation wvailable leads me to an
assurance that they keop in very general tonch
with each other {hronghout the islwd. Many
of the islande s\\bdnm\ but it is not at all
established that they ave pacificd. The evi-
dence is strongly in favor of wide-spread dis-
safistaction, will some unsuceossful effort at
“coucealment of the real fecling.

“The headquarters view n, as it always has
Deen, an optimistic one. I do not find it well
supported by the facts. Old residents tell mo
that five years ago, and buck of that, one might
travel i ontire safety thronglont the islands,
meeting cordial and respeetful conrtosy every-
where,  There was but @ mininun of danger
from bandits or anybody ol To-day T find
few army officers, no matter what their view of
the questix)n and the sitnation, who do not
adv ainst travel through any part
of the islands without ample wmifitury escort.
Tho American troops are still onergetically
sconting throughout w wide area and the reports
of ttucks on outposts aud pack-tming and
seonting-partios arvo still frequent. My lotters
of the past months havo indicated just this con-
dition and the probability of its indefinite con-
tinnanee unless it finds solution through other
than military processes.
al solution is undoubtedly nearer than




154 THE PHILIPPINES

it was six months ago, but I have urged my
belief that the full determination of the mattor
lay along political or diplomatic lines rather
than throngh any chamnel of military operations.
1 sec no reason yet to change my views. 1 be-
liove that an indofinite continuauce of the pres-
ent policy can have no other meaning than an
equally indefinite contimance of more or less
active hostilities. The proposal to constitute,
by military edict, all who do mot accept and
accede to the military terms a class of outlaws
o bo shot or hanged by scouting-parties con-
manded by more or less irresponsible junior and
nou-commissioned officers, is a proposition
which is almost as brutal as it is un-Ameriean,

“Whother the Filipino resistance to Amo:
can occupation bas been an effort toward a direet
end, that of national independence, or, as I
Delieve it has Leen, but a means toward an end,
that of relief from political and monastic tyranny,
abuse and oppression, there has been resistance
and it has had an aim and purpose. It has
affceted hundreds of thonsands, and many thou-
sands have given property and lifo for tho
accomplishment of some move or less clearly
dofined and wnderstood end. It is heyond the
bounds of reasonable assumption to hold that
such a people would at once cease their struggle
and extend a loving and honest weleome to
their conquerors. 1 is equally nnreasonable to
claim that & man who was yesterday a putriof,
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whethel dearly intelligent or blindly led by
should become to-day a member of the
ari nnm\ class, an outlaw to be shot or hanged
on sight.

“ Alter seven months of experience, observa-
tion and investigation in the islands, it is wy
coutention that the adjustment of the trouble
Liere can be effected only through diplomatic
and political channels. 1 belicve that this is as
true to-day as it was months ago, and T believe
that it was s truc then as it is now. The Fili-
pino people want something, that is evident.
They are not fighting and dying for the fun of
it, or for the excitement they find in the simple
fact of au armed ro Their desires are
legitimate from the standpoints of bumanity,
civilization and democracy. I Lelieve that the
United States may make np its mind to 2 movo
or less active row out horo until theso people
got somothing more than vague assurances that
when they stop ‘kieking? they will get some-
thing which somebody elsc thinks is good for
them.?

With this chaptor I leave the story of our

ilitary operations in the Philippines. We
have been fighting for cighteon months. The
account of any one month is the nceount of
almost any other month. The end is ot yet,
and competent obsorvers are frank to suy that
they cannot see the end. Optimism is o far
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more slmsfx\Ltory stato than pessimism but if

a thin] nism realizes a serious situation

nd facos 16 Facts sehiloan unth i g optimism

fails to do cither, I shall profer to be ranked
h the pessimists, though naturally gifted

with a fairly cheerful disposition.






