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Esplanation of plates. E1e

INTRODUCTION

The following data on the Nabaloi Igorot of the sub-province of
Benguet, in Luzon, are the result of more than twelve years of residence
among these people. - During the greater portion of this time the author
lived' among the: Nabaloi, while a considerable part of his work has
been with the neighboring Kankanay. At first the time spared from
official duties was used to acquire a knowledge of the dialects, after
which the customs and beliefs of the people were studied.

The first section, on general culture, is intended mercly as an in-
troduction, to give the general setting.

“The second section, on law, consists wholly of statements made by
the Nabaloi themselves, and is given in full in their language as well
as in English. The translation his been kept as litoral as possible,
style being sacrificed in an endeavor to preserve the Nabaloi flavor as
thoroughly us may be.

It was especially difficult to obtain the material for the fourth
seotion which treats of ritual. Since the formulas and prayers are
whispered during the coremonies, they can not be understood, and the
pricsts regard it as sacrilegious to relate them at other times,  However,
they were finally induced to do so if rice-wine and chickens were fur-
nished for coremonics to prevent the spirits from harming them. So
far as possible the formula and prayer were obtained for each ceremony.

The author hopes to follow the present paper with o collection of
folk tales. .






